
The Marian University Leighton School of Nursing offers a Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) degree that prepares registered nurses (RNs) at the highest 
level for advanced clinical practice and leadership roles. The DNP curriculum is delivered using hybrid methods of both on-campus and web-based 
instruction and offers courses in systems leadership, evidence-based practice, quality improvement, policy and advocacy, informatics, and other key areas 
to improve patient and organizational outcomes.    

“Patient needs have become more complicated, and nurses need to attain requisite competencies to deliver  
high-quality care. These competencies include leadership, health policy, system improvement, research and 
evidence-based practice, and teamwork and collaboration…”  

– Institute of Medicine, 2010 
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The DNP degree program has two tracks: family nurse practitioner (FNP) and nurse anesthesia. Graduates will be eligible to take a national, role-specific 
certification examination.

NURSE ANESTHESIA TRACK

The nurse anesthesia curriculum totals 85 credit hours and prepares 
RNs with critical care experience to administer anesthesia in all 
anesthetic settings to individuals of diverse populations across  
the lifespan. 

• Didactic and clinical experiences will be supplemented by education 
and training in our high-fidelity anesthesia simulation lab. 

• Expert certified registered nurse anesthetists (CRNAs) and 
anesthesiologists provide clinical education in all forms of anesthesia 
care throughout the lifespan. 

• This track is a full-time, 36-month program with one cohort  
admitted yearly. 

• The Marian University nurse anesthesia program has received initial 
accreditation from the Council on Accreditation of Nurse Anesthesia 
Educational Programs, pending final university approval by the Higher 
Learning Commission.

• Course sequencing is online at www.marian.edu/nurse-anesthesia.

FAMILY NURSE PRACTITIONER TRACK

The FNP curriculum totals 69 credit hours and prepares RNs to deliver 
acute and chronic healthcare to the individual and family across the 
lifespan in a variety of settings.

• Our DNP program administrators are responsible for securing 
clinical sites and student preceptors to ensure quality measures and 
meaningful experiential opportunities. 

• A transition-to-practice immersion experience provides clinical 
training with the depth, breadth, volume, and intensity necessary to 
deliver safe, quality patient-centered care as an entry level FNP. 

• Full-time and part-time curriculum options are available. Total 
program length varies according to student enrollment status.

• Course sequencing is online at www.marian.edu/FNP. 
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Above: State-of-the-art, high-fidelity nurse anesthesia simulation lab in Marian 
University’s Hill-Rom Simulation Center.



Why should you choose Marian University? 
1. Attend a “Best Regional University” on U.S. News & World Report’s 

2017 list of top American colleges and one of Indiana’s top ten private 
colleges in 2016 according to the Wall Street Journal.

2. Prepare to be an FNP or nurse anesthetist at the highest level of  
nursing education.

3. Practice in the state-of-the-art Hill-Rom Simulation Center. 
4. Develop your nursing practice under the guidance of expert  

faculty practitioners.
5. Learn in the Franciscan and liberal arts tradition. 

Admission Requirements 
• A BSN from an NLNAC or CCNE accredited program 
• Undergraduate GPA of at least 3.00/4.00
• Current, valid RN license
• Current resume or CV
• A 500- to 600-word essay addressing your career goals 
• Three recommendation letters
• Interview with the Admissions Committee
• One year of critical care experience (nurse anesthesia only)

Visit www.marian.edu/DNP for a complete list of admission requirements.

Costs
For the 2016-17 academic year, tuition for the FNP track is $880 per 
credit hour plus fees and tuition for the nurse anesthesia track is  
$1,090 per credit hour plus fees. For questions about costs, contact 
Julia Ford at jford@marian.edu or 317.955.6298.

How to Apply
Students who wish to pursue the Doctor of Nursing Practice degree  
at Marian University should submit a graduate application  
at http://applygrad.marian.edu.

Questions?
For program information, contact Mary Gilmore at mgilmore@marian.edu  
or 317.955.6638. For application and admission questions, contact  
Bryan Moody at bmoody@marian.edu or 317.955.6284.

About Marian University
Marian University is a Catholic, nonprofit institution dedicated to excellence 
in teaching and learning in the Franciscan and liberal arts traditions. The 
university was founded by the Sisters of St. Francis of Oldenburg, Indiana 
in 1937. Students of all faiths who seek an ethics-based curriculum with 
practical applications through service are welcome. The nursing education 
offered at Marian University is framed within the context of our Franciscan 
values: dignity of the individual, peace and justice, reconciliation, and 
responsible stewardship.

Located near the heart of downtown Indianapolis, our peaceful, wooded 
campus is secluded but offers a vibrant campus life and easy access to all 
that the City of Indianapolis has to offer. Students have the opportunity to 
attend theater performances, sporting events, and art exhibits, as well as 
get involved in community service projects or join one of the 40 graduate 
clubs on campus. Graduate students can take advantage of these activities 
and more while living in specifically designated graduate housing located a 
short distance from all campus amenities. 

About the Leighton School of Nursing
With over 30 years of successful degree programs, the Leighton School  
of Nursing is accredited by the Commission on Collegiate Nursing 
Education (CCNE). It is housed in the Michael A. Evans Center for Health 
Sciences, a 140,000 square foot facility to which nursing students 
have 24-hour access. The center offers study spaces, high-technology 
classrooms, two lecture halls, five simulation rooms with high-fidelity 
manikins and ten simulated exam rooms, an anatomy lab, nursing resource 
center, computer lab, café, chapel, student lockers, student kitchen/
vending area, and health sciences administration and faculty offices.  
The school works collaboratively with the College of Osteopathic Medicine 
to provide students with an opportunity for interprofessional education 
built on teamwork and collaboration needed to ensure successful 
healthcare outcomes. 
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Office of Graduate Admission
3200 Cold Spring Road
Indianapolis, Indiana 46222-1997

317.955.6159
www.marian.edu/graduate

Marian University does not discriminate on the basis of race, ethnicity, color, sex, gender, sexual orientation, 
religion, creed, national origin, age, or disabilities in the recruiting and selection of students for admission.

Marian University is sponsored by the Sisters of St. Francis, Oldenburg, Indiana.
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100 Best Jobs
In its 2017 list of the 100 best jobs, U.S. News & World Report 
ranked nurse practitioners in the #2 spot closely followed by 
nurse anesthetists at #6.

Above: The Michael A. Evans Center for Health Sciences on the campus of
Marian University.

Accreditation is pending final DNP approval by the Higher Learning Commission (HLC).


