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Greetings from Marian University!
When you visit the Marian University campus,
you will see a remarkably different landscape than
you did just a few short years ago. Born out of a
strategic vision called Remarkable Futures 2012,
we began outlining a new and vibrant 10-year plan
for this great institution back in 2002. Wanting
to energize and engage the campus community
in new and exciting ways, we have done much in
the last eight years to make our vision a reality.
In addition to the many new and improved
buildings on campus, Marian University boasts
new opportunities in student life, including clubs
and organizations, athletics, and campus ministry.
We are living our mission and educating the whole
person: mind, body, and spirit. Our campus is
flourishing, and it’s all part of our plan to build a
great Catholic university.
This issue of the Marian University Magazine
focuses on several construction projects. In a
very short time, we designed, built, and shifted
several offices and classroom spaces. We added a
new residence facility for our students, University
Hall. We renovated the music building, now called
Steffen Music Center, to better accommodate our
rapidly expanding instrumental groups, choirs,
and marching band. We invested in our athletics
facilities (St.Vincent Health Field for football,
soccer, and track; renovated Paul J. Norman Cycling
Center; new tennis courts; new softball field, etc.)
and now have some of the best facilities in our
conference and some powerful recruitment tools.
Some upcoming building projects include a garden
shrine on the south side of campus adjacent to the
Allen Whitehill Clowes Oriental Garden. Designed
by two San Damiano Scholars, along with campus
and alumni advisors, the shrine will be a wonderful
new sacred space for our campus, and a place where
students, staff, faculty, and friends of the university
can come to reflect on what it means to be part of
Marian University and our Franciscan heritage.

Not far from the shrine, we will begin the most
mammoth of our facilities projects: building a
new home for our School of Nursing and the new
college of osteopathic medicine. This facility will be
known as the Marian University Center for Health
Sciences and the Healing Arts. This state-of-theart, 144,000 square foot facility, to be located at
the corner of Cold Spring Road and 30th Street,
represents significant growth for Marian University
in both our physical presence and in a wonderful
expression and expansion of our mission. Marian
University truly is on the move and making history!
At a time when there seems to be great instability
in our economy, I have been asked many times
why we are tackling these expensive construction
projects. My answer is this: in the tradition of
the Sisters of St. Francis, Oldenburg, Indiana, we
are meeting the needs of our times and we are
confident that our alumni and friends will be
(as in the past) very generous. They are inspired
by our vision, amazed at all that we have
accomplished so far, and want to see Marian
University thrive. They know that the world needs
Marian University graduates.
We have been very blessed by generous gifts from
so many enthusiastic partners! These partners
are helping us build our facilities and meet the
aggressive schedule at a lower cost than initially
estimated because of the lean economic times.
With the strong financial base of $130 million in
pledges and gifts, we are hopeful that we will be
able to raise the additional $70 million that will be
needed over the next five years to fund our vision.
As more and more people discover the value of
investing in Marian University, we will continue to
be responsible stewards of all our gifts by serving
our students in the best way possible and meeting
the needs of our times.
As always, thank you for your prayers and the
outpouring of support you provide in advancing
the mission of Marian University. We truly
appreciate your generosity as the Marian University
community continues forward in the Franciscan
spirit to serve God’s people. Enjoy this issue of the
Marian University Magazine.
God bless!

Daniel J. Elsener
President

“To have a positive attitude about life
and everything around me, I must first
have a healthy mind, body, and spirit.
The San Damiano Scholarship means
a lot to me. Having the opportunity
to help build God’s community
is the greatest gift ever!”
BreAnna Nunez will graduate in
2012 with a bachelor of science
in marketing, with a concentration
in international marketing. She
is a San Damiano Scholar, a
member of the Marian University
cheerleading team, a Doyle Hall
resident assistant, and holds
a 3.00 GPA.

Make a gift that matters.
When you invest in Marian University student scholarships, you’re making
a great Catholic liberal arts education available to students like BreAnna.
And, since more than 90 percent of graduates stay and work in Indiana,
your gift reaps rewards not only for you and them, but also for our
community and our economy.
Here are just a few of the scholarship investment opportunities that are
available at Marian University.
Knight Scholarship - $2,500 annually
The Make History Scholarship - $5,000 annually
Opportunities for Excellence Scholarship - $7,500 annually
Those who invest in a scholarship will be invited to the 18th annual
Opportunities for Excellence Scholarship Celebration and Dinner on
October 14, 2010. For more information, contact John Finke, vice president
for institutional advancement, at jfinke@marian.edu or 317.955.6202.

SCHOLARSHIP MATCHING GIFT CHALLENGE
In October 2009, Marian University received a $5 million gift for
scholarships. The donor received an education from a Catholic university
and understands firsthand the distinctive nature of our great teaching
and learning environment. The donor requested that the gift be used as a
match for scholarships to benefit our students. It is the donor’s wish, and
our belief, that this act of generosity will inspire others to make scholarship
gifts, resulting in a $10 million investment in our students.
A minimum gift of $7,500 is required to establish an Opportunities for
Excellence Scholarship and receive the anonymous donor’s match. This
represents an excellent opportunity for investors to support Catholic
higher education at Marian University and create a benefit that will impact
students’ lives right now. For more information, contact Robert Hoy at
rhoy@marian.edu or 317.955.6205.
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Athletics

A Fast Track
to Wellness
by Greg Rode

W

hen a university upgrades its athletic
facilities, there is a tendency to view those
enhancements in terms of the benefits
they will provide for the institution’s athletic
programs. Athletic departments will in turn
point to the increase in campus vibrancy and
team pride that these enhancements will
deliver. Any student who has ever been to a
Saturday afternoon football game on a crisp
autumn afternoon or cheered on their school’s
basketball team throughout the winter months,
knows that the excitement that goes along
with being a loyal fan can be one of the
most memorable components of the
collegiate experience.
Most everyone recognizes that these apparent
benefits are important, but in Marian University’s
case, upgraded athletic facilities have taken on
a much larger significance, one that reflects the
university’s ongoing commitment to promoting
the combination of mind, body, and spirit

among the entire student body and its wellestablished tradition of community engagement.
For example, when the St.Vincent Health Field
was built it certainly raised the profile of the
university’s Department of Athletics and enabled
both students and alumni to enjoy the games in
state-of-the-art surroundings. But the field also
provides benefits that go far beyond Saturday
afternoon Marian University Knights gridiron
contests—benefits that promote wellness on
campus as well as providing valuable services
to the surrounding community.
From its beginning, Marian University leaders
have recognized that intellectual and spiritual
pursuits are integrally related to a healthy body.
Promoting wellness on campus has always
been a priority. As Sr. Norma Rocklage, OSF ’60,
the university’s executive director of education
formation outreach and arguably the biggest
Marian University Knights fan on campus, points
out, this practice continues today. “Wellness is

“Students love the energy and connections
that the St.Vincent Health Field provides.”
Ruth Rodgers, Marian University assistant vice president
for student affairs and dean of students
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emphasized during orientation,” she says.
“We show students how to take care of
themselves in terms of mind, body, and spirit.
Healthy habits are stressed, and I believe we
really do a good job of this. We want students to
understand the relationship between wellness,
the intellect, and spirituality.”
Sr. Norma also says that the institution recently
upgraded athletic facilities play an important
role in the promotion of wellness on campus.
“Our sports teams certainly have done much
better because of the upgraded facilities,” she
observes, “but I think what’s even more exciting
is all of the ways in which they benefit the
entire student body. Intramurals, for example,
are really thriving, thanks to the upgrades.”
Sr. Norma says that faculty and students
alike are encouraged to use the upgraded
facilities. She also believes that the university’s
Department of Athletics has gone out of its way
to make sure that all students feel comfortable

Students pack the stands at St.Vincent Health Field on a
Saturday afternoon to cheer on the Marian University Knights.

the needs of returning veterans, forming a
nursing program, as well as other educational
developments designed to meet social needs.
But the upgraded athletic facilities have enabled
Marian University to engage the community by
providing a venue to other organizations for their
important events.

Students exercising their bodies after educating their minds and spirits.

using them. “When the new weight room was
added to the Adams Fitness Center,” she recalls,
“I think some folks thought that perhaps this
was something that would be just for the
football players, but it was made clear that it
was for everyone.” This inclusive approach has
fostered a new vibrancy on campus, something
that is experienced by the entire Marian
University family.
Ruth Rodgers, assistant vice president for
student affairs and dean of students, echoes
Sr. Norma’s comments. “We promote wellness
through encouraging student use of the fitness
center, aerobics and exercise courses, exercise
groups, and, of course, intramural sports,” she
suggests. “All of these opportunities have grown
tremendously since the addition to the Physical
Education Center.” Because of her position,
Rodgers has seen firsthand that students are
very enthusiastic about using the fitness center
and that student reaction to the new fields and
tennis courts is also very positive. “The ‘feel’ of
campus is crisper, more collegiate, and more
exciting,” she points out. “Students love the
energy and connections that the St.Vincent
Health Field provides. It allows all of us—faculty,
staff, and students—to come together socially
with alumni family and friends. Nothing beats
a fall football gathering and the sound of the
marching band welcoming everyone to
the stadium.”
The energy and vitality generated on campus in
recent months are exemplified by the intramural
program. In fact, the role Marian University’s
upgraded athletic facilities have played in the
growth of the university’s intramural program

cannot be overstated, a position supported by
Bryan Hamrock, the football team’s offensive
coordinator. “I feel that the athletic facilities
have benefited the university in a great way,”
he says. “On the intramural side, they open
up the campus to many more possibilities.
This past spring, for example, we had ultimate
Frisbee intramurals for the first time on campus
and had 70 students come out to play. Other
students also came out to the field to watch
their friends participate. The field has definitely
helped campus vibrancy in that regard.”

Perhaps the best example of this is the
university’s involvement with Right to Life of
Indianapolis. For the past five years, this vital
organization has held fundraising events on the
campus of Marian University, free of charge.
From 2005-08 the Bike ‘n’ Hike, a 5K run and
biking event, was held on campus, and in
2009 and 2010 Right to Life sponsored their
Sunday Night Run, a 5k run and one mile fun
walk. Reflecting on this year’s successful event,
which took place on June 13, event chairperson
Rebecca Miller expressed gratitude for the
support and generosity of the university’s
administration and staff. “We deeply value our
relationship to President Daniel J. Elsener and
feel very fortunate to be able to partner with
Marian University for our fundraiser,” she said.
“Marian University faculty and staff have been
nothing but entirely accommodating for the
two years that I have helped out.” Arranging
logistics and working out technical details is
a formidable job for the organization’s event.
Miller is quick to point out the staff members
from the university were very generous with
their time as they connected her with needed
resources and helped her plan the course.

Scott Fleming, women’s softball coach
and intramural director, shares Hamrock’s
enthusiasm for the intramural program. “The
new facilities have been a great addition
for all students,” he argues. “We are able to
play intramural flag football on the new turf
in the football stadium. We play on Sunday
afternoons in the fall for about six weeks. The
number of teams has increased and I know the
participants enjoy playing on the field. We use
the entire field so the students really get a great
workout. In fact, I’m pretty sure they are all
worn out after these games.”
As fun as it is for Marian University students to
make use of the university’s athletic facilities,
and as important as it is to their college
experience, there is another extremely important
benefit that these facilities provide. Since it
was established, the university has maintained
a deep commitment to the community. In the
past, community engagement has taken on an
institutional tone—providing a quality Catholic
educational experience for women, becoming
a coeducational college in order to help serve

Participants gather on the Marian University campus
before the Right to Life Sunday Night Run.

Miller was especially grateful for the use of the
scenic Marian University EcoLab and the new
track for the 5K route, which made the route
so much more enjoyable for event participants.
“This year, I was able to coordinate with
Joseph Haklin, director of athletics, to use the
university’s brand new track,” she recalls. “It was
a great addition to the 5K course this year, and
we felt so fortunate to use this new, improved,
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“Our coaches and players love the
stadium and playing on the turf.”
Jim Martin, Cardinal Ritter High School
athletic director

Left: Cardinal Ritter High School football players and coaches warm up before their first game of the 2010 season. Right: Cardinal Ritter High School band members
entertain the crowd during a halftime performance.

and beautiful facility.” By donating the use of
its grounds, the university has enabled Right to
Life to make their event a financial success, and
Miller realizes how significant the institution’s
involvement has become. “Marian University has
really bent over backwards to ensure that our
event goes smoothly and successfully,” she says.
“We are so fortunate and blessed to partner
with such great people, at a beautiful facility, to
support the pro-life cause!” Current students
and faculty, as well as university alumni, should
be proud of the fact that their institution
extends its generosity and support to worthy
organizations like Right to Life of Indianapolis,
and that the university truly cares about their
continued success.
Marian University’s policy of community
engagement takes other forms as well. The
university has always prided itself on being a
good neighbor, and Cardinal Ritter High School,
located a few blocks from campus on 30th
Street, has enjoyed a longstanding, symbiotic
relationship with the university, most recently
by engaging in a sponsorship opportunity for
the new football stadium and playing all their
home games on the field. Cardinal Ritter athletic
director Jim Martin understands the benefits of
the arrangement. “We play all our home football
games at Marian University and we practice
once a week on the track in the spring,” he says.
“Our coaches and players love the stadium

6

www.marian.edu

and playing on turf. The facilities are great and
we are fortunate to be able to use them. We’re
looking forward to another great year starting in
the fall.”
Cardinal Ritter principal Jo Hoy also realizes the
benefits of being a Marian University neighbor.
“Our relationship goes beyond the use of the
field” she points out. “Many times the university
has helped us out in the past with things like
dual-credit courses. Our freshman retreat also
has been held at the university campus. Plus,
over the years, when Cardinal Ritter has been
in a crunch in athletic situations, the Marian
University Department of Athletics has really
stepped up to help. So when we had the
opportunity to be involved with the construction
of the field, we jumped on it. The potential it
offered to the players and their family, to be part
of such a great facility, was very meaningful.” The
high school also uses the university’s facilities
for their band camps. Participants live in the
dorms and use the football field to rehearse.
Cardinal Ritter’s band even performs at one of
the Knights’ home games, a highlight for all the
student musicians.
The university’s good-neighbor policy also
applies to folks who live near campus. People
like Tony Shinn, for example, who has been living
“next door” to the university for 37 years. Shinn
is an avid runner who uses the track to train

for races, including the famous OneAmerica
500 Festival Mini-Marathon. He also walks his
dog around the grounds, especially the Marian
University EcoLab. “When I’m walking my dog
through the wetlands, I’m always running
across other people enjoying that area,” Shinn
observes. “It’s really a wonderful, natural facility
that anyone can use.”
Marian University’s campus truly has come alive
thanks to the new facilities; not just for student
athletes and loyal Marian University Knights
fans, but for the entire student body and staff.
Like every other situation throughout its history,
Marian University has treated the upgrading of
its athletics facilities with responsiveness and
engagement. Mindfulness of its core values,
responsibility to the well-being of students,
faculty, and staff, as well as its obligations to the
surrounding community have guided the entire
process. As the university moves forward, further
upgrades are bound to take place. Rest assured
that Marian University will continue to respond
with the dedication to a higher purpose and the
good neighbor policy that has characterized all
of the recent changes.

Greg Rode is an Indianapolis-based writer and
musician whose work is featured on NBC, the
BBC, and in documentary films. He can be
reached via his web site at www.mystikos.com.

Upcoming Events
Marian University Homecoming
October 1-2. October 2 at 1 p.m. homecoming
football game at St.Vincent Health Field.

Blood Drive
November 20 from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. in the Physical
Education Center.

Play: The Sugar Bean Sisters
October 6-9 in Peine Theatre in Fisher Hall.

Saxophonist Matt Corey
December 1 at 9:30 p.m. in the Mother Theresa
Hackelmeier Memorial Library auditorium.

American Association of Osteopathic Medicine Fair
October 12 from 6:30-7:30 p.m. in the Ruth Lilly
Student Center community room.
Eighteenth Annual Opportunities for Excellence
Scholarship Celebration and Dinner
October 14 at 5 p.m. in the Physical
Education Center.
Women’s Leadership Conference
October 19 from 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. in the
Indianapolis Civic Theatre in Marian Hall.
Trick-or-Treat on the Marian University Campus
October 28 at 6 p.m.; for children of Marian
University alumni, faculty, and staff.
Twelfth Annual Ethics Bowl
November 6 at 8 a.m. in Allison Mansion.
Nursing Encounter Day
November 19 from 9 a.m.-noon in
Wheeler-Stokely Mansion.

Catholic High School Choral Festival
December 2 at 7:30 p.m. in Bishop Chartrand
Memorial Chapel in Marian Hall.
Play: Dead Man Walking
December 3-5, in the Peine Theatre in Fisher Hall.

New Student Orientation and Registration (SOAR)
April 15 from 7:45 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Knights Called to Serve
April 16 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Commencement
May 7 at 10 a.m. at St.Vincent Health Field

If you have questions about alumni events, contact
Barbara Stuckwisch at bstuckwisch@marian.edu
or 317.955.6210.

Christmas at Marian University Madrigal Dinner
and Choral Concert
December 9-11 at Allison Mansion.

If you have questions about the Opportunities for
Excellence Scholarship Celebration and Dinner,
contact John Finke at jfinke@marian.edu
or 317.955.6202.

Knight Daze
Alumni and student celebration of spring sports.
February 14-19.

The Richard G. Lugar Franciscan Center
for Global Studies: see page 29 for the 2010-11
Global Studies Speaker Series schedule.

Spring Pops Concert
April 2 at 8 p.m. in the Indianapolis Civic Theatre
in Marian Hall.
Nursing Encounter Day
April 8 from 9 a.m.-noon in Wheeler-Stokely Mansion.

cheer on the knights!

For more details
and events, visit
the calendar on the
Marian University
web site.

Bring your school spirit and cheer on the Knights at this season’s
home football games. All games are at St.Vincent Health Field.

August 28
St. Francis (Illinois) | 6 p.m.
First Night Game

September 11
McKendree | 1 p.m.

September 25
Saint Francis (Indiana) | 1 p.m.

October 2
Trinity International | 1 p.m.
Homecoming

October 16
Olivet Nazarene | 1 p.m.

November 13
Walsh | 1 p.m.

Watch the game in style!
When you give an unrestricted gift of $250
or more to M-Club, you’ll have exclusive
access to St.Vincent Health Field hospitality
area, complete with food and beverages. For
details about tailgating, reserved parking,
and season tickets, contact Joseph Polizzi at
jpolizzi@marian.edu or 317.955.6265.
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Campus News
>> Marian University Launches
Leadership Academy

On July 13, 2010, the Indiana
Department of Education awarded
Marian University $500,000 to establish
a Turnaround Leadership Academy to
identify, recruit, and develop principals
who will be leaders that turn around
Indiana’s lowest achieving schools.
Marian University’s Academy for
Teaching and Learning Leadership will
begin classes on September 17, 2010. A
$500,000 matching donation came from
the Kern Family Foundation in Wisconsin
to fund programming costs in the first
year. The success of these turnaround
efforts will rely on teacher and principal
effectiveness, which are the most
important anchors to academic
achievement. Marian University will be
an ongoing source of outstanding
principals for all K-12 schools. Visit
www.marian.edu/academy for
more information.
>> Clark H. Byrum School of Business

In May 2010, Marian University received
a significant gift from Clark H. Byrum for
the university’s School of Business,
renamed the Clark H. Byrum School of
Business in his honor. Byrum is the
president of the Key Corporation in
Indianapolis and intends that the gift
help further the university’s mission
to provide ethical teaching that
prepares business students for the
professional world.

>> New Dean of the Clark H. Byrum
School of Business

Russell F. Kershaw, Ph.D. joined the
Marian University community as dean
for the Clark H. Byrum School of
Business on August 1. Kershaw spent
the last 14 years in a variety of positions
within the field of higher education. For
the past two years, he served as the
dean of the School of Business
Administration at Philadelphia
University. Prior to joining Philadelphia
University, Kershaw spent 12 years in
Butler University’s College of Business as the interim dean, associate dean of
academic programs, and director of graduate programs. Before entering higher
education he spent 12 years in managerial roles with two fortune 500 companies,
Digital Equipment Corporation and General Electric Company.
Kershaw received a Ph.D. in accounting, with a minor in psychology, from the University
of South Carolina in 1996. He received a master’s degree in business administration
from Babson College, and a bachelor’s degree in accounting from Bentley College.

The Marian University men’s golf
team tied for 25th place at the NAIA
Men’s National Golf Championship.
The women’s golf team finished 14th
at the NAIA Women’s National Golf
Championship. Congratulations to both
teams and go Knights!

College Conference Coach of the Year for
the second year in a row. John Shelton,
men’s golf coach, received the 2010
Mid-Central College Conference Coach of
the Year award. Brett Cope, coach for the
women’s golf team, was honored as the
NAIA Unaffiliated Conference Coach of
the Year award.

>> Coaches of the Year

>> First Road Cycling Championship

>> Men’s and Women’s Golf

Several athletic coaches received
special recognition this year. The softball
team’s head coach, Scott Fleming,
was honored as the 2010 Mid-Central

For the first time in its esteemed
history, Marian University clinched the
team omnium national title at the USA
Cycling Collegiate Road Championships

Leadership Academy

Clark H. Byrum School of Business

First Road Cycling Championship

From left, Dr. Lindan Hill, dean of Marian
University’s School of Education, Dr. Tony Bennett,
Indiana Superintendent of Public Instruction, and
Daniel J. Elsener, president of Marian University.

After a significant gift from Clark H. Byrum (left),
the School of Business was renamed the Clark H.
Byrum School of Business.

The Marian University cycling team won their first
road cycling championship.
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>> New Dean of the Marian University College

of Osteopathic Medicine
Paul Evans, DO, joined the Marian University
community as the founding dean of the
university’s college of osteopathic medicine on
September 1. Evans, a U.S. Army veteran of 26
years, was also the founding dean of another
college of osteopathic medicine: Georgia
Campus, Philadelphia College of Osteopathic
Medicine in Suwanee, Georgia. He spent 12
years in osteopathic medical education, with the
last six as dean. He has 16 years in medical
education in the military, and has been in
medical education teaching residents and
students since 1982.

is designated gifts to start the college of
osteopathic medicine. The $30 million
gift was the seventh largest gift from
an individual to an Indiana university
this year. According to statistics in
the Chronicle of Philanthropy, which
measures gifts and donations nationally,
Marian University received some of the
largest gifts in the country in 2009.

CONNECTING WITH
MARIAN UNIVERSITY

Evans holds a bachelor of science degree from University of Miami, Coral Gables, and a
doctor of osteopathic medicine from the Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine
in Philadelphia.

and swept the Division 1 men’s and
women’s team time trials on the final
day of competition. The Knights are
now 13-time national title holders.
Congratulations, Knights!
>> Marian University College of

Osteopathic Medicine
The site has been selected for the
university’s college of osteopathic
medicine. It will be located on campus
at the corner of 30th Street and Cold
Spring Road. The name of the facility will
be the Marian University Center for
Health Sciences and the Healing Arts. It

will house both the college of osteopathic
medicine and the School of Nursing.

Facebook
Keep up with Marian University activities
and news; connect with fellow alums.

>> Campaign Goals Achieved and
New Goals Set

Marian University has achieved
campaign goals three years earlier
than anticipated. The campaign is the
second largest in the state and when
it concludes we will have exceeded
the amount Butler University raised
during their campaign in 2009. Marian
University received approximately
$60 million in gifts and pledges, one
anonymous pledge is for $30 million and

Twitter
Updates keep you informed,
link you to additional news.

Marian University Center for Health Sciences and the Healing Arts

LinkedIn
Join the Marian University
(Formerly Marian College) group,
network with business leaders, and
become a career mentor.

Conceptual rendering showing the Marian University Center for Health Sciences and the Healing Arts on the
campus of Marian University at the intersection of 30th Street and Cold Spring Road, Indianapolis, Indiana.

YouTube
See what’s on the move
at Marian University.
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Marian University Faculty Scholarship 2008-10
by Dr. Faye Plascak-Craig

This special section of the Marian University Magazine is presented to familiarize the
Marian University community with the scholarly work of its faculty for the last two years.
We will prepare an annual review for each academic year in future, with a feature section
on selected faculty members. In this first edition, we are featuring Dr. Ray Haberski,
Dr. Sara O’Brien, and Dr. Diane Prenatt.

Dr. Ray Haberski
Associate professor of history
Dr. Ray Haberski has been at Marian University for 10 years and
now chairs the Department of History and Social Science. His
teaching interests are United States intellectual, cultural, religious,
and political history; criticism; and censorship.
In 2008, he was named the Danish Distinguished Chair in
American Studies through the Fulbright Scholar Program. During
the 2008-09 academic year, he taught courses at the Center for the
Study of the Americas at Copenhagen Business School. In keeping
with his research interests in modern United States culture,
American civil religion and war, the U.S. movie culture, and
criticism and censorship, he delivered five refereed presentations
and nine invited addresses at European universities.
He addressed six professional meetings in the U.S., and organized
or chaired three conference panels. Since 2008, Haberski has
published Burstyn v Wilson: The Miracle Case (2008, with
L. Wittern-Keller); is working on his fourth book, The God That
Never Failed: Civil Religion and Postwar America, to be published
by Rutgers University Press; and contributed four essays, “The
Neuhaus Project: The Promise and Peril of American” (European
Journal of American Studies), “American Exceptionalism Today”
(Illumine), “Critics and the Sex Scene” (Sex Scene: Media, Popular
Culture and the Sexual Revolution), and “The Obama Offer”
(The Election of Barack Obama: A New Era issue in Study of the
Americas Pamphlet Series). Originally from New York, he earned
his doctorate from Ohio University.
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Dr. Sara O’Brien
Assistant professor of biology
Dr. Sara O’Brien joined Marian University after earning her
Ph.D. from the University of Washington in 2009. She teaches
genetics, molecular genetics, endocrinology, biochemistry, and
ecological physiology, among other courses. Her research centers
on how organisms respond to a dynamic environment and she
has been exploring the involvement of two new neuropeptides,
Gonadotropin-inhibitory hormone (GnIH) and Kisspeptin (KiSS),
in the timing of reproductive events.
Interested in the interplay of neuroscience and the environment,
she is currently involved in research exploring the effects of human
disturbance on avian population structure and aggression, turtle
stress levels and parasite load, as well as the effects of endocrine
disrupting pollutants on fish and amphibian physiology. O’Brien
has most recently explored these topics with Marian University
undergraduate researchers in the university’s Institute for Green
and Sustainable Science, and in conjunction with the Urban Bird
Consortium, a partnership of local non-profit organizations and
university researchers.
A selection of her work includes a paper entitled “Gonadotropininhibitory hormone in Gambel’s white-crowned sparrow
(Zonotrichia leucophrys gambelii): cDNA identification, transcript
localization and functional effects in laboratory and field
experiments” that was published in the Journal of Endocrinology;
and two presentations before the Society for Integrative and
Comparative Biology (SICB) Symposium in conjunction with
students, including “Seasonal influence of KiSS on fine-tuning
reproduction in the Puget Sound white-crowned sparrow” and
“Reproductive profiles of gonadotropin-inhibitory hormone
(GnIH) gene expression in white-crowned sparrows (Zonotrichia
leucophrys)”, which was voted “best student research poster” while
she was still a graduate student.
O’Brien maintains a passion for student learning and active
student research and has presented a poster entitled “Student
immersion in research projects strengthens an integrative focus
of science while honing analytical and communication skills”
at the Hoosier Association of Science Teachers, Inc. annual
conference, as well as a discussion of methods to teach creatively
to engage and enhance learning at the Scholarship of Teaching

and Learning symposium at the University of Washington. She
has also published a book chapter on effective teaching strategies
in a laboratory environment (ISBN: 978-0-470-18082-2). She is
currently the faculty advisor for the newly invigorated Marian
University Science Club, which raised recycling awareness and
environmentally sustainable practices during Earth Week.
She is also the founder of the Marian University Interdisciplinary
Seminar Series created to advance intellectual discourse across
disciplines at the university. This series hosts numerous invited
participants which speak on a variety of academic and
scholarly work.
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Dr. Diane Prenatt
Professor of English
Dr. Diane Prenatt has been at Marian University for 15 years and
earned her Ph.D. from Indiana University. She teaches American
literature, the English portion of humanities, classical mythology,
and Catholic literature, and is most focused on literature that
depicts ethnicity, domestic acts, and female identity construction,
with a special interest in author Willa Cather.
Currently she is researching the life of Elizabeth Shepley Sergeant,
a journalist and social activist who was a friend of Cather’s. “How
to Tell a True War Story: Reading One of Ours through Sergeant’s
Shadow-Shapes and Hemingway’s A Farewell to Arms” appeared
in the Willa Cather Newsletter and Review in 2009 and an article
entitled “From St. Joan to Madame Joubert: Pilgrimage and Ethnic
Memory” will be published this fall in Cather Studies 8. Another
article, “The Ekphrastic Subject in The Song of the Lark and The
Professor’s House,” has been accepted for publication in Cather
Studies 9. Prenatt has also published on the American Catholic
writers Flannery O’Connor and Mary Gordon.
Recent conference presentations include “What is Catholic
Literature?: The Canon and the Course at Marian University”,
“Preserving Silence: Secret Recipes and Narrative Secrets in
‘The Bohemian Girl’” at the Willa Cather Spring Conference,
and “Enlarging the Circle: The Correspondence of Willa Cather,
Elizabeth Shepley Sergeant, and Mabel Dodge Luhan” at the
2008 symposium on Cather’s correspondence at the University
of Nebraska-Lincoln. She delivered a lecture entitled “Working
Wounded: Elizabeth Shepley Sergeant Covers the Great War” at the
annual members’ meeting at the Indiana Medical History Museum
in 2008.
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SCHOOL OF BUSINESS

SCHOOL OF LIBERAL ARTS

Kevin Huston, J.D., M.B.A.
Associate professor of accounting
Professional: President of the CPA Educational Foundation, member of
the CPA Society Leadership Cabinet. Annual accounting and auditing
update and reviews for the Indiana CPA Society Professional Issues
Update; Blue and Company audit and accounting seminar; and Indiana
CPA Society Educators Conference in years 2008 through 2010.

Art and Art History

Kathy Marra, M.A., SPHR
Assistant professor of human resources
Presentation: “H.R. Games” at North Central Regional Society for H.R.
Management; “Resume with Results” at Indiana Society for Human
Resources conference; and “Embracing Workplace Diversity” workshop.
James Polito, Ph.D.
Assistant professor of economics
Presentation: “Surviving the Business Downturn” at Indiana Conference
Business-to-Business Networking Association.
Projects: Expert witness testimonies before Indiana Utility Regulatory
Commission (three), development of case management policies for
Indiana Office of Utility Consumer Counselors (OUCC), and scoping study
and evaluation plan for Wisconsin Energy Conservation Corporation.

SCHOOL OF EDUCATION
Susan Beesley, Ph.D.
Professor of education
Professional: Grants funded: K.D.P. Literacy Alive. Consulting for Our Lady
of Grace Elementary School.
Publication: “K.D.P. Chapters Partner with Alternative Schools” in
The Record.
Presentations: “Family Math and Science Sessions” at area schools;
“Family Fun for Everyone” at Kappa Delta Pi (K.D.P.) biennial convocation;
Irvington Community Charter School career day; “Let’s Get Physical” at
Indiana Association of Educators of Young Children conference; and
“Making Math Meaningful and More Fun” at Marion County Commission
on Youth.
Chris Grissom, Ed.D.
Associate professor of education
Presentations: “Literature Strand Inclusion Literature in the Classroom”
at Indiana State Reading Association; “Eight Neurodevelopmental
Constructs” at the Learning Disabilities Association; “Individualized
Education—Theory into Practice” and “Books about Disabilities” at
National Council for Exceptional Children conference; and “Using
Inclusion Literature” at Indiana State Reading Association and ITEACH
regional conference.
Projects: Choice.

Bill Foley, B.A.
Assistant professor of fine arts
Professional: Dubai collaborative art project funded by University of
Minnesota; photography shows at Spirit and Place Festival and Center
for Interfaith Cooperation; and sponsored two student finalists in the
Serbin Communications Annual Photography Contest in Best of College
Photography 2010.
Presentations: Indianapolis Kiwanis, Indiana University Salute to
Academic Excellence, Indiana University School of Journalism.
Jamie Higgs, Ph.D.
Chair of the Department of Visual Arts
Associate professor of art and art history
Professional: Indianapolis Museum of Art (IMA) lecturer and program
consultant for Roman Art from the Louvre; Egypt: To Live Forever;
and Sacred Spain, Intensity of Belief. IMA public lectures and
presentations at South Eastern College Art Conference. Multiple
May-Mester trip leaderships.
Presentations: “Some Observations on Visigothic Architecture and Its
Influence on the British Isles” and ”Some Observations on Iberian Early
Christian Double-Apsed Churches and Their Influence on Subsequent
Mozarabic and Carolingian Architecture.”

English and Communication
Wendy Carlsen, M.S.
Assistant professor of English
Publications: Poetry published in Anglican Theological Review and
included in Ball State University exhibit The Art of Moving and
Spoken Word.
Presentations: Co-presentation at National Council of Teachers of English.
Conference: Napa Valley Writers’ Conference.
Gay Lynn Crossley, Ph.D.
Chair of the Department of English and Communications
Associate professor of English and composition
Professional: Chaired the Indiana Teachers of Writing annual conference.
Publication: “Visualizing Writers through Artist Editions” in Seeing
and Writing.
Presentations: Co-presentation at National Council of Teachers of English.
Rev. George LaMaster, Ph.D.
Assistant professor of communication
Professional: Marian University speech team coach.
Publication: “A Christian Ethic for Coaches” in Proceedings of the
National Individual Events Development Conference.
Sarah Layden, M.A.
Adjunct instructor
Professional: Consultant for Hoosier Writing Project.
Publications: Stone Canoe (awarded the Allen and Nirelle Galson Prize
for Fiction); “Artful Dodge” (Association of Writing and Writing Programs
Introduction Award); “Zone 3” (special mention); poems published in
Blood Orange Review (nominated for Pushcart Prize); and freelance
journalism in Indianapolis Monthly and NUVO (two awards for social
justice reporting).
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Bryan McCann, Ph.D.
Director of Forensics
Assistant professor of communication
Professional: Inducted in the National Forensic Association’s hall of fame
for outstanding achievement in speaking, service, and ambassadorship.
Publications: “Genocide as Representative Anecdote: Crack Cocaine, the
CIA, and the Nation of Islam in Gary Webb’s Dark Alliance” in Western
Journal of Communication; chapter entitled “Saving Kenneth Foster…”
in Communication Activism, v.3; “Theaters of the Macabre: The Death
Penalty in America” and “Death and Justice in America: The Case of Troy
Davis” in Indianapolis Peace and Justice Journal.
Awards: Cushman Memorial Award; Top Graduate Student Paper Award
Presentations: “Dialectic of Fantasy: Toward a Rhetorical Theory of
Economic Crisis”; “Genocide…”; and “Stability and Change at NCA:
A Report from 2008 Unconvention in San Diego” at the National
Communications Association (NCA).
James Norton, Ph.D.
Dean of School of Liberal Arts
Associate professor of English
Publications: “Teaching the Broad, Interdisciplinary Impact of Evolution”
in Biocene and “Curiosity in Franciscan Teaching: Freshman Studies
Program at Marian College” in Association of Franciscan Colleges and
Universities Journal.
Presentations: Leader of “Ivy Tech Forum on Transfer Credits”;
“Interdisciplinary Teaching in the Humanities” at Indiana College and
University Forum; “The Elephant Man” at Herron High School; and
“Trends in Tenure Practices in Higher Education” at Indiana College and
University Forum.

Nancy Goldfarb, Ph.D.
Adjunct instructor of English
Publication: “Josiah Royce’s Philosophy of Loyalty as Philanthropy” in
Nonprofit Voluntary Sector Quarterly.
Presentations: “Putting it into practice” at Alliance for Graduate
Education and the Professoriate Symposium at Indiana University and
“Finding moral direction for philanthropy in Steinbeck’s The Grapes
of Wrath” at the annual meeting of the Association for Research on
Nonprofit Organizations and Voluntary Action.
Sandy Oliva, M.S.
Adjunct instructor of English and Spanish
Publication: Follow Me to Peru.

Performing Arts and Music
Jim Larner, Ph.D.
Professor of music and humanities
Professional: reviewer for McGraw-Hill; member of the board of
directors of the Humanities Education and Research Association and the
Indianapolis Jazz Foundation.
Publication: “Problems with Progress: Robots and Replicants in R.U.R.
and Blade Runner” in Interdisciplinary Humanities.
Presentations: “LaBelle Dame Sans Merci: The Anti-Muse in Western
Culture” at the Humanities Education and Research Association national
conference and ”Music as Narrator in the Films of Luchino Visconti” at
New York University conference on music and the moving image.
Projects: CD for jazz quartet K2Q.

Philosophy
Dave Shumate, M.A.
Poet-in-residence
Assistant professor of English
Publications: A book of poems entitled The Floating Bridge. In
anthologies: “Revising My Memoirs” in Making Poems: 40 Poems with
Commentary by the Poets; “After They Plundered the Language” in A Field
Guide to the Prose Poem; and “Drawing Jesus” in Best American Poetry
2007. Poetry (41) in the following journals and reviews: Crazyhorse,
Sentence, Le Petite Zine, Sweet Lit, Booth, SUSS, 5 AM, Third Coast, Cider
Press Review, Poetry East, Flying Island, Sycamore Review, Marginalia,
Mid-American Review, North American Review, Backwards City Review,
and Crab Orchard Review.
Presentations: Ten speaking engagements.

Karen Spear, Ph.D.
Director of the Center for Organizational Ethics at Marian University
Assistant professor of philosophy
Professional: Ethics Bowl committee of the Association for Practical and
Professional Ethics.
Presentations: “Training in Franciscan Servant Leadership” at the 2010
Association of Franciscan Colleges and Universities Symposium and
“Teaching Research Ethics”, a workshop at Poynter Center for Ethics at
Indiana University Bloomington.
Projects: Regional director of the 11th and 12th annual Central States
Regional Ethics Bowl competitions.

Political Science
History
Betty Bruther, Ph.D.
Adjunct faculty
Presentation: “The Warrior in the Writer: A Comparison of the Fiume
Incident (1919) and the Mishima Incident (1970)” at the spring
conference of the Ohio Academy of History.

MAP Adjunct Faculty
John Essex, M.S.
Adjunct instructor of art
Professional: Local artist and owner of Essex ART ABC, LLC.; Internet
business examiner; Lilly Teacher Creativity Fellow; and Creative Renewal
Arts Fellow for the Arts Council of Indianapolis.
Publications: The Indiana Freemason, The Trowel, The Virginia Masonic
Herald, and Murat Magazine, Indianapolis.
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Pierre Atlas, Ph.D.
Director of The Richard G. Lugar Franciscan Center for Global Studies
Associate professor of political science
Professional: Reviewer for the British Journal of Middle East Studies.
Publications: “The Western Wall Disturbances 1929” in Encyclopedia
of the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict; “Teaching the Broad Interdisciplinary
Impact of Evolution” in Biocene; monthly editorial column in The
Indianapolis Star; and book review in The International Journal of Middle
East Studies.
Presentations: “The U.S. and the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict Since the
Indianapolis Conference” at Middle East Studies Association annual
conference; “Modern Genocides” keynote address at Indiana State
Museum Holocaust Youth Summit; and Liberty Fund colloquium on
“The Interface of Culture, Religion, and Liberty in Islam and Christianity.”

Psychology

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS AND SCIENCES

Laurel Camp, Ph.D.
Professor of psychology
Publication: “The Relationship between Family Functioning, Ego Identity,
and Self Esteem in Young Adults” in Psi Chi Journal of Undergraduate
Research with Jenny (Cline) Schumacher ’07 in 2007.

Biology

Jeff Kellogg, Ph.D.
Associate professor of psychology
Presentations: “A Theme-Oriented Capstone Seminar: Designing a
Course to Meet Multiple Goals” at Midwestern Institute of Students and
Teachers of Psychology with Laurel Camp and “Teaching with PowerPoint:
Lessons from Psychological Research for Creating Effective Presentations”
at Midwestern Institute of Students and Teachers of Psychology.
Faye Plascak-Craig, Ph.D.
Director of Teaching and Learning
Professor of psychology
Professional: Sponsored six student research presentations at the
Undergraduate Research Conference (U.R.C.) at Butler University;
strategic planning study for Ivy Tech Community College in Lafayette,
Indiana; scoping study and evaluation plan for Wisconsin Energy
Conservation Corporation with Dr. Jim Polito; and a research project and
report on Marian University’s institutional goals.

Sociology
William Mirola, Ph.D.
Professor of sociology
Professional: “Developing and Maintaining Your Scholarly and Creative
Activities” at Junior Faculty Forum, Butler University.
Publications: Religion Matters: What Sociology Teaches Us about
Religion in our World; Sociology of Religion-A Reader, and “Class
Differences in Attitudes about Business, Economics and Social Welfare
among Indianapolis Catholics and Protestants” in Religion and Social
Class in America: Culture, History and Politics (co-editor).
Presentations: “You must be anti-union” at the Association for the
Sociology of Religion and American Sociological Association.

Theology
Kevin Schemenauer, Ph.D.
Assistant professor of theology
Publications: Dissertation defense and publication entitled “Dietrich
von Hildebrand on Procreation” and four articles in Master-plots ii:
Christian Literature.
Presentations: “Intention and superabundance” at International
Hildebrand Conference and “Dietrich von Hildebrand on Marriage:
How Recognition of Spousal Love Affects the Role of Procreation” at the
Hildebrand Conference in Steubenville, Ohio.
Rev. Levi Williams, M.A.
Adjunct instructor in theology
Publications: Through the Valley of the Shadow of Death and You Can Win
Conflicts and Build Healthy Relationships.

Ben Allgeier, Ph.D.
Assistant professor of mathematics
Professional: Passed actuary exam, 2008.
Publication: “On Hamiltonian Colorings and hc-Stable Graphs” in
Congressus Numeratium.
Presentations: “Metric properties of maximal outerplanar graphs”
at University of Louisville seminar and “Geodetic sets and Steiner sets
in maximal planar graphs” at Western Kentucky University annual
meeting symposium.
David Benson, Ph.D.
Director of Marian University EcoLab
Associate professor of biology
Presentations: “Move, adapt, or die: A 13 year comparison examining
white-tailed ptarmigan changes in distribution, habitat, and number”
at American Ornithologists Union Conference; “Beaver-dredged canal
function and development” at Association of Southeastern Biologists
with student; and “Case study of the effects of the contemporary habitat
restoration of the historic Jens Jensen landscape at Marian University
EcoLab” at Society for Ecological Restoration, Midwest Chapter.
Mike Eoff, Ph.D., J.D.
Professor of biology
Presentations: “The DNA of large aquatic mammals” at Indiana College
Biology Teachers Association conference; “Ask an Expert” panels for
teachers at Pike High School; and panelist at Decatur Discovery Academy.
Carl Lecher ’97, Ph.D.
Associate professor of chemistry
Publication: “Qualitative in vitro NMR analysis of creatine ethyl ester
pro-nutrient in human plasma” in International Journal of Sports Medicine.
Projects: Co-creator of Institute of Green and Sustainable Science at
Marian University.
Rod Macrae, Ph.D.
Associate professor of chemistry
Publications: “Muoniated radical states in the group of 16 elements:
Computational studies” in Physical B: Condensed Matter and
“Mu SR2008: Chemistry” in Meson.
Presentations: “Applications of computational quantum chemistry
to muonium states in matter” at High Energy Accelerator Research
Organizations (KEK), Japan; “Vibrationally-corrected hyperfine parameters
for Group 16 hydride radicals: Computational studies” at CERMACS
conference; and “Atoms and the Cosmos” and “Network based
computational chemistry on a shoestring” at Hoosier Association of
Science Teachers, Inc. (HASTI).
Projects: Co-creator of Institute of Green and Sustainable Science at
Marian University.
Stan Trout, Ph.D., P.E.
Lecturer in physics
Publication: Global Permanent Magnet Industry, 2010-2020.
Presentation: “Rare earth permanent magnets: Raw materials, magnets
and opportunities” at International Magnetics Conference.
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You Can Make History—Don’t Pass Up
This Opportunity!
We are very thankful for your support. Here are some
ways you can help us build a great Catholic university:
• pray for the success of this effort
• invest in the campaign with a three- to five-year pledge
• consider taking advantage of the dollar-for-dollar
matching gift opportunity that is available for endowed
and/or annual scholarship support
• consider taking advantage of the dollar-for-dollar
matching gift opportunity that is available to help
enhance and/or develop new campus facilities
• make a deferred gift
• invest in a brick, pillar of support, or residence hall room

Progress Toward Meeting Our Needs
Initiative

Progress

Health and Life Sciences

$77,033,282

Investing in Students,
Academics, and Campus Life

$43,668,704

“Rebuild My Church”

$9,089,003

$125m

Total*

$129,790,988
$100m

*Includes gifts, pledges, deferred, and nongaap gifts

$75m
as of 7.31.10

Act Now! Contact John Finke, vice
Learn more about Make History: Advance the Mission of
Marian University at www.marian.edu/makehistory.

The needs on
campus have
grown and
expanded to
$207.7 million
and we will
continue our
$150m
fundraising effort
until the needs
$129,790,988
are met.

$50m

president for institutional advancement, at
jfinke@marian.edu or 317.955.6202.

Make History Leadership
COMPREHENSIVE LEADERSHIP
COMPREHENSIVE EFFORT
John ’63 and Phyllis Cardis
(Jackson Hole, Wyoming)

CENTRAL INDIANA AND CORPORATE
John and Sarah Lechleiter
(Indianapolis)

INITIATIVE LEADERSHIP – CHAIRS
HEALTH AND LIFE SCIENCES
Jerry and Rosemary Semler
(Indianapolis)

INVESTING IN STUDENTS,
ACADEMICS, AND CAMPUS LIFE
D. Anthony “Tony” ’69
and Carole Kunkel Watt ’65
(Indianapolis)

“REBUILD MY CHURCH”
Dan Hoyt (Indianapolis)

INITIATIVE LEADERSHIP – VICE-CHAIRS

Left to right are: Michael Browning (Indianapolis); Vince Caponi (Indianapolis); Jeff Curtis ’88 (Indianapolis); Len ’68 and Sue Smith Strom ’68 (Baltimore, Maryland); Chuck ’68 and
Mary Leahy Welch ’68 (Easton, Connecticut); and Raul Zavaleta (Indianapolis).
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Business and Kids Kept Him Away,
Knight Pride Led Him Back

EIGHTEENTH ANNUAL

SCHOLARSHIP DINNER AND CELEBRATION

YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO TRANSFORM LIVES.

Thursday, October 14, 2010
Our annual scholarship celebration and dinner provides an
important financial resource that creates opportunities for diverse
and academically talented students from low-income families to
receive a college education.

Paul J. Norman ’73 in front of the Paul J. Norman Cycling Center.
Paul Norman left Marian University in 1973, bound for graduate school at
Xavier University and a satisfying career as the owner of Norman-Spencer
Insurance in Dayton, Ohio. In the course of 35 years, he raised three sons
and immersed himself in a world that didn’t involve Marian University. It
didn’t until recently, that is.
“I’m a big sports fan,” says Norman “and one afternoon I was watching ESPN
and noticed the crawler at the bottom of the screen that reports on scores.”
One of the scores was for Marian University football, and Norman says he
was shocked. “I was in disbelief. When did my alma mater start a football
team?” he laughs. He called his friend and fellow alumnus, John Jones ’72,
who quickly filled him in. Jones also invited him to attend a football game.
They contacted their former baseball coach, Lynn Morrell, and made
arrangements to attend a Knights game at Pike High School. As they stood
by the fence near the entry gate, a man came up and introduced himself
as the president of Marian University. “I was startled, to say the least,” says
Norman. “He had no idea who we were, but that wasn’t what mattered. He
just wanted to make sure we felt welcome and were having a good time.”
After the game, Norman toured the campus. It was the first time he’d been
back since graduation. “I was impressed with Marian University and all
that it has accomplished,” he remembers. At the same time, Norman had
begun to reflect on the major influences in his life and how he could give
something back, and he realized that Marian University was one of them.
“I received a good education taught by good people.” Feeling a bit of pride
in his heritage as a Marian University Knight, he made another trip back
to campus to tour the cycling center. He explained his interest this way:
“My sons had begun to compete in triathlons, and the middle leg of that
competition is a 114-mile bike race.” Another shock awaited him.
“I could not believe that the cycling team could have that much success
given the limited training facilities available,” he says, still incredulous.
Marian University’s cycling team has won an unprecedented 13 national
championships. He decided to fund the cycling program and pay for some
renovations to the training center. In his honor, the university agreed to name
the cycling center for him, and this fall the building will bear the name
Paul J. Norman Cycling Center. Norman has made a few other gifts, including
one that allowed the name of his business, Norman-Spencer Insurance, to
be placed on the scoreboard at St.Vincent Health Field, the multi-purpose
athletic facility on campus.
“I picked cycling because it’s something that the university can say it’s
best at, and where there is a real immediate need,” says the newly
reconnected alumnus.

A limited number of sponsorships are still available. You can be
part of our history—and help us build a great Catholic university—by
joining us as a sponsor. Contact John Finke, vice president for
institutional advancement, at 317.955.6202 or jfinke@marian.edu
for availability and pricing.
Individual tickets are available for $150 per person.
Contact Beverly Day at 317.955.6207 or
bday@marian.edu to purchase.

Franciscan Values Awards
Each year, in honor of the legacy of our founders, the Sisters of
St. Francis, Oldenburg, and the foundation of our personal
approach to educating the whole person, Marian University
recognizes one individual and one business or organization for their
contributions to our community.
This year’s Franciscan Values Award recipients are:

P.E. MacAllister (left), Community Leader
The Priests of the Archdiocese of Indianapolis and
Archbishop Daniel M. Buechlein (right), Business/Organization
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hen Jessica Slayton
started her freshman year at
Marian University, the softball
team played on an isolated field
in the wetlands—a difficult trek
for her elderly grandfather, who
she says is her number-one fan.

Now a senior, Slayton and her
teammates are playing on a
brand new field, complete with
enclosed dugouts, a press box,
a full-size batting cage, and
better facilities for spectators
like Slayton’s grandfather. The
team is just one of many at
Marian University to benefit
Jessica Slayton
from a recent multi-million
dollar investment in athletic facilities, a project that has also increased
campus vibrancy, boosted alumni support, and improved overall
performance in the classroom.

As part of the expansion, Marian University also has developed new
athletic teams, including the football team and, new this fall, both men’s
and women’s bowling teams. With those additions, the university now
offers 20 varsity sports, 10 for men and 10 for women, and two co-ed
programs, the cheerleading and dance teams. In the past five years, the
number of student-athletes at Marian University has jumped from 220 to
more than 400, amounting to about a third of the total student population.
Another important addition is the marching band, which now includes
about 80 student musicians and plans to expand to between 120 and
150 students in the next few years.
The new facilities are an important step toward fulfilling Marian
University’s commitment to educating the whole person; body, mind,
spirit. Few of the university’s athletes go on to play professional sports,
but the student-athlete experience is an important laboratory for
character development.
“I think people now realize that we’re really pushing the body, mind,
spirit tradition,” said Geoffre Sherman, assistant director of athletics.
“It’s intuitively obvious to the casual observer, and I think it’s brought
together the campus community.”

“It’s a whole lot better,” said Slayton, who plays second base and is
majoring in elementary education. “We’re where everybody can see us,
and a lot of people come to our games. It’s nice knowing that your school
is there to support you.”

4
2
5

In addition to the softball field ( 6 ), other new and improved athletic
facilities include:
6
1 St.Vincent Health Field at Marian University, a 3,000-seat multi-

2
3
4

5
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purpose stadium with eight-lane latex track; home to football, men’s
and women’s soccer, and track and field.
Paul J. Norman Cycling Center, home to the 13-time national champion
cycling program
Eight outdoor tennis courts
The John and Mary Beth Adams Fitness Center, a workout facility in
the Physical Education Center for student-athletes and the entire
Marian University community. It offers weight-training facilities and
cardiovascular equipment, such as treadmills, step machines, and
stationary bicycles.
An improved baseball field with press box, two-tier entertainment suite,
full locker rooms, and state-of-the-art scoreboard
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A TIMELINE OF TRANSFORMATION
Although Marian University moved to Indianapolis in 1937, athletics did
not become an interest until the 1940s, when the students—all women at
the time—began to form clubs for sports, such as swimming, ice skating,
archery, horseback riding, and tennis. When the university became
co-educational in 1954, a varsity sports program was established,
starting with men’s basketball and soon adding baseball, men’s golf,
men’s tennis, and men’s cross country. The first varsity sport for women,
volleyball, was added in the 1970s.

Although some members of the Marian University community initially
questioned the wisdom of investing so heavily in athletics, campus
leaders say the decision was an important step toward developing a more
vibrant residential campus.
“A full liberal arts education includes experiences outside the classroom,”
said Ruth Rodgers, assistant vice president for student affairs and dean
of students. “What we’ve achieved is creating a more dynamic campus
environment and a more diverse body of students with different gifts
and talents.”
Focusing on the entire institutional community, the university developed
athletic facilities that could be used by everyone. The fitness center is
open to all students, faculty, staff, and alumni, and both the dance studio
and cycling center offer a variety of fitness classes. Likewise, St.Vincent
Health Field is used for student activities such as intramural flag football
in the fall and ultimate Frisbee in the spring.
In a similar vein, campus officials have worked hard to get both students
and alumni involved in the fan experience, planning numerous events—
including the university’s first homecoming football game—to boost the
vibrancy on campus and to keep alumni connected to the university.

THE VALUE OF THE INVESTMENT
The first varsity sport was men’s basketball. The team played their games in the
Clare Hall gym.

The first major expansion of the program occurred in the late ‘70s and
‘80s, when head basketball coach John Grimes became part-time athletic
director. Under his leadership, the university added a dozen sports
and joined the Mid-Central College Conference, part of the National
Association of Intercollegiate Athletics.
Marian University’s latest athletic transformation began in October 2005,
when Joseph Haklin was hired as the university’s first full-time athletic
director. The expansion of on-campus facilities began in 2007 with the
renovation of the Marian University Physical Education Center and was
completed in 2009 with the opening of St.Vincent Health Field, where the
football team will start its fourth season of competition after playing its
first two seasons at nearby Pike High School.

Since transitioning to the new athletic facilities, Marian University’s sports
teams are showing meaningful gains in performance. During the 2009-10
school year, four teams won conference championships: men’s cross
country, men’s golf, women’s soccer, and women’s softball, which went
undefeated at home in the 2008-09 school year and posted a 42-6
record this year, and cycling won their first national road championship.
In addition, women’s volleyball finished second in the conference, and
both the men’s and women’s tennis teams jumped from sixth to third
place. Similarly, the men’s and women’s track teams have grown to about
65 members, providing more opportunities to score points at meets and
thus generating stronger overall results.
One reason for the spikes in performance, said Dave Roberts, coach of
track and cross country, is the increased pride that students feel while
practicing and playing in the new facilities, especially because they are
more likely to get fan support from fellow students, faculty, staff, alumni,
and even residents of the surrounding community.
Perhaps the most significant reason for the boost in performance,
however, is the enhanced recruitment of high-caliber student-athletes.
The university is posting record enrollment numbers, both among studentathletes and in general, especially in key improvement categories, such as
male students and residential students.

Physical Education Center

“We’ve never had a bigger profile for the university throughout central
Indiana and the state. More people know about us, and we are more
noticed and talked about in area high schools, which helps enrollment
beyond belief,” Haklin said. “We now stand a fighting chance when we’re
engaged in recruiting wars.”
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These days, many student-athletes are accustomed to state-of-the-art
facilities at their high schools, which are often more advanced than the
facilities at small colleges and universities. For those students, highquality athletic facilities can make or break a decision about which
school to attend.
“We’re not the only institution that battles that,” said Mary Samreta,
assistant director of admission and former assistant softball coach.
“Students’ expectations are so much higher when they look into colleges,
so I think it’s been a very wise and worthy investment for the school to be
putting the money they have toward athletics.”
Similar concerns about student expectations drove the recent
construction of University Hall, an amenity-rich residence hall featuring
189 beds in suite-style rooms. Dubbed “U Hall,” the first new dorm at
Marian University since 1967 is home to many student-athletes, who are
more likely than non-athletes to live on campus.
While potential students across the Midwest are taking note of the new
facilities, coaches at other schools in the conference also are watching
the changes. They say they are particularly impressed with St.Vincent
Health Field, which features artificial turf, a 2,500-seat home spectator
stand, and a 500-seat visiting spectator stand.
“It’s a real nice place to play, I think, and we enjoy playing there,” said
John Bratcher, women’s soccer coach at Indiana Wesleyan University,
which has played three times on the field. “People who come watch
games are very impressed with the facilities and the atmosphere, and
I think it gives them a reason to come back again.”

Officials with the Mid-Central College Conference also have praised
Marian University’s investment, which they say is the largest of any
university in the conference. “The facilities are becoming some of the
best in the conference,” said conference commissioner J.D. Collins.
“The advancements that have happened at Marian University are
staggering, quite frankly. I’m thrilled with it and hope that it continues
and that it catches on across the conference.”

THE OFF-FIELD ADVANTAGE
Marian University’s investment in athletics is having a positive impact off
the field, too. Loren Bertocci, dean of the School of Mathematics and
Sciences, said that the university’s student-athletes are generally the
best-performing students in his department, perhaps because they have
“self-discipline and a seriousness of purpose that makes them likely to
succeed no matter what they do,” he said.
Bertocci, who swam and played water polo as a student, has firsthand
experience as a student-athlete. He has continued that commitment to
fitness as an adult by running and playing basketball.
Student-athletes aren’t merely committed, professors say. They also have
a positive effect on classroom dynamics.
“There’s a lot more excitement on campus in general, and that naturally
carries over into the classroom,” said biology professor Jeff McClure ’88,
who played golf as a student and whose son now plays on the
football team.
The growth of the athletic program also has boosted donor and alumni
support. Unrestricted annual giving to athletics is up 100 percent, and
the development office regularly gets calls from alumni who have seen
game updates on the news, chatted about the program at cocktail
parties, and even seen St.Vincent Health Field from overhead when flying
into Indianapolis International Airport. The recent renovation to the cycling
center, for example, was funded by Paul J. Norman ’73, an alumnus
who noticed a Marian University football score on the ESPN crawler and
subsequently reconnected with the university (see page 17).

St.Vincent Health Field, home of
the Marian University Knights

“The facilities are becoming some of the best
in the conference.”
J.D. Collins, commissioner of the Mid-Central College Conference
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To connect with sports-minded donors, the development office has
created the Marian University M-Club, whose members can attend
athletic recognition dinners, play in special golf outings, and even join
Marian University teams on trips to away games. At lower donation levels,
members receive perks such as e-mail newsletters and reserved parking
at football games.
Alumni are enthusiastic about many of the changes. Many have
purchased season tickets for football and participate in Tailgate
Village activities before each game. “Alumni are very excited about the
changes that are taking place on campus, and they are proud of what’s
happening,” said Barbara Stuckwisch, director of alumni affairs. “Many of
them wish that these facilities had been there when they were students.”

Focus On Academic Success

When it comes to athletics, Marian University’s
philosophy is that the fields of competition are
laboratories for character development, not training
grounds for professional athletes. For studentathletes, that philosophy means that academics—not
athletics—must always come first.
Alumni return to campus for homecoming.

“Alumni are very excited about the changes that are
taking place on campus, and they are proud of what’s
happening. Many of them wish that these facilities
had been there when they were students.”
Barbara Stuckwisch, director of alumni affairs
Just as the athletic program has reignited school spirit among alumni, development
officials hope that the community’s renewed sense of pride will help current students
connect more deeply to their alma mater, making them more likely to support the
university in the future.

THE FUTURE OF THE PROGRAM
Although Marian University’s athletic program has made great strides in recent years,
those involved in the program still have a wish list of projects they would like to
see completed in the future. Among them is an all-purpose fieldhouse, which could
accommodate indoor practice facilities for a variety of sports, and additional track and
field facilities, such as a hammer cage and javelin area.
For the moment, however, the entire Marian University community is enjoying its new
facilities and the many benefits offered by the expanded athletic program, from more
vibrant classrooms to a richer sense of community.
“The athletes feel a different sense of pride when they take the practice field, different
than going over to practice at Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis. They
feel more connected to the campus and the university athletic program,” says Roberts.
He continues “It definitely helps on the recruiting end, where you can actually showcase
your facility and program. It was difficult to generate excitement without a track.”
Now, Haklin said, the university must focus on being a good steward of the facilities
so that they can be passed on to the next generation of student-athletes. Responsible
stewardship, after all, is one of the university’s Franciscan values, so preserving the new
facilities is a way for the university to honor its long history and proud traditions—both
athletic and otherwise.

“School is a priority. If you have to miss
a practice or even a game because you
have a test, we have been supportive of
students doing that. It doesn’t matter
how good they are on the softball field if
they’re not succeeding in the classroom
and ultimately getting a degree.”
Mary Samreta, assistant director of admission
When asked to evaluate the success of the athletic
program, officials often point to grade point averages
instead of championships. In the 2009-10 school
year, 18 Marian University students were named
Daktronics-NAIA Scholar-Athletes, meaning they
earned GPAs of 3.50 or higher during their junior
and senior years. Similarly, eight of the university’s
19 athletic teams earned scholar-athlete honors,
meaning that the teams’ average GPA was 3.00
or higher.
The groundwork for academic success is laid during
the recruitment process, when coaches evaluate
recruits based on both athletic and academic
potential. “Our coaches do a spectacular job of
identifying prospective athletes that are sufficiently
good in the classroom that they’re coming to Marian
University to do sports on the side, but are primarily
coming for academics,” Bertocci said. “When they
come to Marian University, they are not going into the
pros. This is a component of their undergraduate life,
but what they’re really here to do is get an education
and move on.”

“Our tradition continues,” said Slayton, the senior softball player. “No matter how much
we change, we’re still going to have that same spirit.”

Ashley Petry is an Indianapolis writer and editor whose work has appeared in
The Indianapolis Star, Indianapolis Monthly, North, and other local and regional
publications. She can be reached at ashley.petry@yahoo.com.
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Letter from the Director

how to activate them in ways that make this world a better place to
live, whether through their professional work, volunteer activities, or
community service.

Athletics can have an extraordinary impact on students. Any of the
student-athletes on Marian University’s campus can tell you stories
that illustrate that. I also know this to be true because my husband
was an athlete in college, and his experience truly shaped him. He
learned about commitment, dedication, character, integrity, and
sportsmanship. He, in turn, became a teacher and a coach, and year
after year, I see the students he coaches become not just stronger and
better athletes, but stronger and better people.
Athletics is a conduit through which powerful lessons are taught, and
the best coaches know how to harness that potential. Jeff Traylor ’05, is
one of those coaches. Traylor coaches junior varsity softball at Roncalli
High School in Indianapolis. This past spring, Traylor’s softball team
did something special. The team was scheduled to compete against
Marshall Community High School. However, the Marshall team
lacked the proper equipment, many of the Marshall players were new
to the game, and the Marshall coaches were volunteers who were
inexperienced themselves. Seeing this, the girls on the Roncalli softball
team chose to do something out of the ordinary. Instead of playing a
game they could easily win, they spent the entire time working with
the Marshall players, teaching them the fundamentals of the game.
Traylor did the same with the Marshall coaches.
Following the game, Traylor began soliciting donations for the
Marshall team. Believing that he and his team could do more than
just help on the field, he sent out e-mails telling everyone about the
experience and asking them to help. The story spread nationally when
it was picked up by ESPN, and soon Marshall received numerous
donations of equipment and funds for their softball team.
It’s the kind of thing that we’ve come to expect from Marian University
graduates. Our Franciscan values: dignity of the individual, peace and
justice, reconciliation, and responsible stewardship aren’t just words
that we promote. They are living values. Our alumni have learned

Every year we highlight a few special alumni who are doing these very
things at our Distinguished Alumni Awards ceremony. Awards are
given in recognition of efforts in social justice, community service,
and distinguished service to Marian University, just to name a few.
This year’s ceremony will take place during homecoming. I encourage
you to join me on Friday, October 1, at 7 p.m. in the Bishop Chartrand
Memorial Chapel in Marian Hall as we celebrate these special alumni.
Don’t forget to stay for all of the other homecoming activities,
including reunions, the football game, and Casino Night. One of the
advantages of having merged all alumni weekend with homecoming
is that all of your favorite professors, staff members, and sisters will be
on campus—what a great reason to come home! Homecoming is the
perfect time to celebrate all of those special people who brought the
Franciscan values to life for you.
Finally, you will notice that this issue of our magazine has a new
name. The magazine is the university’s flagship publication and now it
proudly bears the university’s name. This change is the perfect way to
celebrate our growth as a university and reach out to the world at large
to let them know that we’re building a great catholic university—right
here in Indianapolis. If you want to know more about the reason for
this change, watch the presentation created by Caitlin Johns ’11 and
Dane Jarrett ’11 at www.marian.edu/alumni/newsevents/magazine.

Barbara Stuckwisch
Director of Alumni Affairs

What’s Your Story?
Everyone has one. You’ve read about Marian
University students, alumni, and faculty in the
pages of the magazine for years. We’d like to hear yours.
Marian University has partnered with the Storytelling Arts of
Indiana to develop a program to teach you how to communicate
more effectively and develop your treasured memories into
stories that can be shared. You have a story about a class, a
professor, or an experience at Marian University that made an
impact on you. Why not share it?
E-mail your story to alumni@marian.edu.

22

www.marian.edu

Chapter News
We are currently accepting applications
for new Chicago, Cincinnati, and Central
Indiana chapter board members. Chapter
board members are responsible for
planning social activities for alumni in their
respective areas. For more information,
please contact Barbara Stuckwisch, director
of alumni affairs, at alumni@marian.edu
or 317.955.6210.

Central Indiana Chapter
Area alumni are invited back to campus
for the 2010 homecoming celebrations!
Festivities will begin on Friday, October 1
with the pep rally at 7 p.m. and continue with
the Distinguished Alumni Awards, reunion
gatherings, and mock rock all starting at
8 p.m. Activities continue on Saturday,
October 2 starting at 10 a.m. with tailgating
before the homecoming football game
against Trinity International. Kickoff will be
at 1 p.m. Finish off a great homecoming
weekend at Casino Night at 7 p.m. where

you can challenge your friends and current
students to casino games. Full schedules
and registration forms can be found online
at www.marian.edu/alumni/homecoming.
Are you interested in becoming an alumni
mentor to a current Marian University 21st
Century Scholar student? This opportunity
provides students with a chance to
begin networking and get advice from a
professional who has valuable experience
and knowledge to share. By being a career
mentor, professionals are able to support a
student in a unique and beneficial way that
does not require a large time commitment.
If you are interested in becoming a career
mentor for a 21st Century Scholar, contact
Jenny Morris at jmorris@marian.edu
or 317.955.6185.
The Alumni Investing in Marian Students
(AIMS) committee is calling for alumni to
become class and decade representatives.
If you would like to reach out to your fellow
classmates and help Marian University

Homecoming 2010
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become a great Catholic university, please
contact Barbara Stuckwisch, director of
alumni affairs, at alumni@marian.edu
or 317.955.6210.

Chicago Chapter
Join President Elsener and Chicago-area
alumni and friends as the Marian University
Knights take on the Saint Xavier University
Cougars on Saturday, October 9, 2010.
The pre-game party begins at 4 p.m.
(CST) at Gilhooley’s Grande Saloon on the
Saint Xavier University campus. Kickoff
is scheduled for 6 p.m. (CST). For more
information, please contact the Office
of Alumni Affairs at 317.955.6245
or alumni@marian.edu.

Alumni Dates to Save
Find out about upcoming Marian University
alumni events at www.marian.edu/alumni.

October 1-2, 2010

Have you heard? All Alumni Weekend and homecoming have merged.
Come home to Marian University to see old friends and be a part of events with the entire university
community. For more information, visit www.marian.edu/alumni/homecoming or contact the Office
of Alumni Affairs at 800.952.3917, then press 1.

Marian University Recurrent Gift Program
A connection to Marian University is a common thread that ties Kathryn Keilman
Cardenas ’01 and her husband, Victor, together. Kathryn earned a degree in
psychology here, and Victor worked for the university as a residence hall director,
but their paths didn’t cross until graduate school. It was there that they discovered
their Marian University connection, and the inspiration to establish regular, recurring
gifts to the university that had given them both a head start on their future.

Victor and Kathryn Keilman Cardenas ’01

“I could never put a dollar amount on everything that I gained from my time at Marian
University, both personally and professionally,” said Kathryn. “Marian University was
a gift in my life, and I hope that my donation will be part of a gift to a future
student. The growth and advancement that I’ve witnessed at the university over the
last decade have been nothing less than remarkable, but at its core it remains the
same small, Catholic, liberal arts institution that focuses on the development of the
whole person.”

Recurrent giving is a win for you, and for Marian University. To learn more and download the printable enrollment form, visit our web site
at www.marian.edu/MakeHistory/Documents/recurrentgift.pdf, or contact Sarah Ley ’05 at sley@marian.edu or 317.955.6212.
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EMBRACING CHANGE

C

hange seems to go hand in hand with challenge and in Marian
University’s case, it was no different. Marian College recently matured
into Marian University, ushering in a new era of change and growth. These
changes have helped the school stay true to its whole-person approach to
education—mind, body, spirit—while diversifying and enhancing the overall
Marian University experience.
“There was a transition period where it was a little bit rocky, but I would
say, at this point, generally people are really excited about the changes,”
said Ruth Rodgers, assistant vice president for student affairs and dean
of students.
The changes Rodgers is referring to include the addition of several new
athletic facilities, a new music building, and the creation of many new
on-campus opportunities for students. For the first time in the institution’s
history, Marian University has an intercollegiate football team, an athletic
field to call its own, and a marching band and color guard to accompany
it. Major renovations and updates to the Physical Education Center
have more than quadrupled the size of the athletic training rooms to
accommodate the large influx of athletes and other fitness-motivated
students, an artificial turf field with an eight-lane track, eight new tennis
courts, a training center for cyclists, and a women’s softball field round
out the list of physical additions.
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by Katie Koselke

One of the people behind the curtain is Joseph Haklin, the director of
athletics at Marian University. He was charged with the task of creating
a fledgling football program while also expanding all areas of Marian
University athletics. Haklin was hired in October of 2005, and by
December of that year, he had developed and submitted to the Board
of Trustees a business plan detailing what would become the Marian
University football program. Later, he developed similar plans for a
marching band and the expansion of the Physical Education Center.
“It was never about just adding football. It wasn’t just focused on one
sport. It was a multi-faceted look at how we can make this a more vibrant
campus where students want to stick around to do things and make it be
a healthy environment for them where they want to stay,” explained Haklin.
Starting a football program from scratch was no small task. Haklin
had to grapple with both short- and long-term plans and sequencing,
construction deadlines, space constraints, equipment issues, and the
challenge of recruiting for a team that didn’t previously exist. Finding
space on Marian University’s campus was one of the major challenges.
But eventually, the university was able to procure a small piece of land on
the south side of campus, just large enough to fit St.Vincent Health Field.

The Marian University band performs at Conseco
Fieldhouse for the Indiana Pacers’ fans.

Dr. Sidney Hearn, the director of bands and assistant professor of music,
faced similar issues while recruiting for the marching band. “We’ve had
an instrumental music program for decades, but there hasn’t been a
marching band until recently. Convincing students to commit to attending
Marian University when there was no marching band for them to see and
hear was a tremendous challenge. Now that we have the band, we have
gone from “nothing” to “something.” The next challenge in our growth is to
establish an identity that represents everything about Marian University,”
explained Hearn. “One should have to look no further than the marching
band to see that Marian University students are mature, well-prepared,
striving for excellence, and committed to the dignity of the individual,”
says Hearn.
Part of the university’s plan involved engaging the community beyond
the campus. The new field and campus activities would increase noise,
traffic, and bright lights, which concerned some of the neighbors. So the
institution decided to organize the first neighborhood association meeting
in over 20 years to introduce their plans to the community. After a couple
of meetings, the neighborhood began to lighten up to the idea of the
new additions.
“There are certain things about being a good neighbor and we wanted to
be a good neighbor in terms of exchanging information and letting them
know what’s going on,” said Haklin.
However, even on campus, not everyone was excited about the prospect
of a new football team. Initially, many didn’t see the need for the team.
Some students and professors questioned the amount of money being
funneled into athletics over other programs. Caitlin Johns, senior class
president, listened to concerned students voice their opinions during
student government meetings.
“Students have come to the student government and complained that
the building of the football field eliminated even more parking, the lights
shine into the windows of some of the campus houses at night, and the
football players practice very early in the morning and can be loud,”
said Johns.

“The marching band has given us more exposure and more opportunities
to get out there and serve the Marian University community. It has
increased the number and types of instrumental and choral ensembles
that we can offer to students due to the increased participation,”
said Hearn.
Although more than half of the 700 residential students are athletes,
the new facilities are open to all students, faculty, staff, and alumni.
They have become home to many intramural sports, like ultimate Frisbee,
campus events, and other activities like the annual powder puff football
game. The resources at the Physical Education Center are available to any
student interested in taking a yoga class or sweating it out on a
treadmill. The St.Vincent Health Field doubles as a soccer and football
field for practices and home games, and is the new location for
graduation ceremonies.
Once the community was on board, the issue of funding continued
to loom over the project. John Finke, vice president for institutional
advancement, and his team continued to work hard to raise the funds.
“Fundraising is an ongoing process in all areas. We must make sure we
secure the financial resources to offer a wonderful experience for all our
students. All the time, we factor in scholarship support. Not only do we
want to raise money for facilities, but we want to raise money for the
students who will use the facilities,” said Finke.
A few Marian University students enjoy tailgating
before heading to St.Vincent Health Field.

These changes were intended to improve and benefit the entire campus
community and not just the athletes. The addition of the football team
sparked the formation of a marching band, color guard, dance team, and
cheerleading squad. These are just a few examples of how the investment
in athletics has expanded opportunities for the entire student body,
athletes and non-athletes alike.

“The students really like the energy that surrounds
all the campus events at the field. At a football game,
people tailgating, eating hotdogs, gathering with
friends before, as well as having many alumni that
come back. For us at Marian University, it’s an exciting
addition to community life.”
- Ruth Rodgers
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One donor, Paul J. Norman of the class of ’73, recently contacted Marian
University with the desire to help build a cycling center for the cycling
team (see page 17). This is just one example of a donor who will contact
the school with a specific program or interest area in mind. Another
donation to the John and Mary Beth Adams Fitness Center, coupled with
other donations and fundraising, helped provide the financial backing
for these expansions. According to Finke, the office of institutional
advancement is constantly working to raise money for projects all over
campus, not just athletics.
“The athletic projects are probably the highest profile because you see
St.Vincent Health Field and the Physical Education Center. It’s not as
tangible when you secure money for scholarship support because it’s not
as visible, but we try to fundraise for a lot of things on campus,”
said Finke.

Diversity can in and of itself be a challenge, but it’s a challenge that
most Marian University students seem to value. “Increased diversity is
a very good thing. College is a time of preparation for the real world,
where we as adults will be exposed to diversity in all its forms. What
better preparation than to be surrounded by students of all different
backgrounds, interests, ethnicities, and ideals? It makes for a wellrounded experience.” said Johns.
All in all, it looks as though things have begun to settle on the campus
of Marian University. Those who doubted the significance of the football
program and athletic expansion seem to have come around, including
the alumni.
“My parents Maria Finnane ’88 and Jeffrey Johns ’89 both reacted with
hesitance and some resentment about the name change and many of
the changes taking place at Marian University, because they felt like they
didn’t belong there anymore. They had graduated from Marian College,
which in a sense didn’t exist anymore. However, the more they have
come back to campus since, they have realized that Marian University
is still the same ole’ place. No matter what changes take place here,
the foundational values and close-knit atmosphere of the school have
not changed. So, my parents have now become more accepting of the
name change and welcome a lot of the changes being made, seeing
how successful they have been and they support the decisions of the
president and think he has done wonders,” explained Johns.
Marian University now has more to offer students, alumni, and the
Indianapolis community more than it has ever before.

Left: A generous donation from Paul J. Norman funded the renovations of the
Paul J. Norman Cycling Center. Right: The increase in diversity brought new
dynamics in and out of the classroom.

The expansion of the football and other programs has also effectively
increased diversity on campus. Prior to the addition of these new
students, the campus was overwhelmingly female. Since 2005, the
percentage of female students has decreased 14 percentage points
from 74 percent to 60 percent. And, the number of minority students has
increased by five percentage points from 16 percent to 21 percent. The
university has grown in size as well. In 2010, there were over 430 new
students enrolled, reflecting the need for bigger facilities.

“We’ve got a collegiate feeling. People are tailgating and playing games
outside. We’ve got a marching band warming up and marching through
campus. You’ve got adults relating with young students and you’ve got
students relating with each other and there is a lot more happening than
you ever had before,” said Haklin. “We’re not this sleepy little school on
the west side of Indianapolis anymore.”

“It didn’t use to be that there were 100 football players walking around
and it kind of changed the dynamics of everything, but it’s brought more
diversity as well. It has encouraged more open-mindedness and allows for
richer classroom discussions with students of different backgrounds and
viewpoints like that,” said Johns.
“The racial diversity of the traditional classroom changed with a larger
number of minority students. We have also seen a change in the diversity
of backgrounds within the student body—many of the football players
were coming from out of state—which made transitioning to Marian
University more difficult for them and changed the makeup of our current
students,” said Dr. Marie Reymore, associate professor of economics.

26

www.marian.edu

Katie Koselke has written for the Bloomington Herald Times,
The Indiana Daily Student and IU Libraries. She can be reached
at mkkoselk@umail.iu.edu.

INDIANA

SHOW YOUR knight pride!
Help us get 1,000 Marian University
license plates on the road in Central
Indiana in 2010. Order your official
Marian University collegiate license
plate today!

The purchase of each Marian University plate includes a $25 tax-deductible
contribution that supports programs and scholarships. You can get your Marian
University plate at any Indiana license branch or online at www.mybmv.in.gov.
For more information, call the Office of Alumni Affairs at 800.952.3917, press 1;
e-mail alumni@marian.edu; or visit www.marian.edu/LicensePlate.

CLASS
SCHOLARSHIP
CHALLENGE

Marian University
is challenging each
class to establish an
endowed scholarship.
Thanks to the class of 1953,1958,
1959, 1964, 1968, 1969, 1970,
1977, 1980, and 1981 for establishing
endowed scholarships. We hope other
classes will follow their lead.
To start your class scholarship, contact
John Finke at jfinke@marian.edu
or 317.955.6202.

Riverdale
The James A. Allison Estate

The former home of James A. Allison is a lavishly appointed historic beauty. An ideal site for
wedding receptions up to 200, Allison Mansion is centrally air conditioned and the ultimate
event location. Classic Fare Catering is dedicated to making your event memorable. From
an evening of hors d’oeuvres to an elegant served dinner, Classic Fare is your personal
touch caterer. Marian University alumni, faculty, and staff receive a 20 percent discount
on the rental fee.

Allison Mansion at Marian University
3200 Cold Spring Road, Indianapolis, IN 46222-1997 | 317.955.6120 or 317.955.6110
www.marian.edu/about/history/allison
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Want to show the newest member of your family to the Marian University community? Did your wedding party or reception
include Marian University alumni? If so, submit a digital photo to alumni@marian.edu to be included in the next issue of the
Marian University Magazine, or post your photos on the Marian University Indianapolis Facebook page.

1947
Maryfrances Wendling-Jennings and
husband George Jennings received the Spirit
of Service Award from the Archdiocese of
Indianapolis for their generosity and service
to the community. The Jennings have 12
children and 30 grandchildren.

1959
George Waning ’59, Dave Field ’60,
Rudy Jansen ’61, Mike Noone ’63, and
Chuck Federle ’65 visited former head
coach of men’s basketball, Walt Fields, at his
home in Fulton, Illinois. His daughter, Sue,
helped host the event and hopes to continue
this gathering next year. As head coach,
Fields had a positive impact on a number of
lives. His former players are very grateful for
the lessons he taught, both on and off the
court. Although they still call him coach, they
consider him to be a great friend and mentor.
1965
Tom Egold is now president of Hearts
and Hands of Indiana. Hearts and Hands
provides affordable long-term home
ownership in the Haughville community for
low-income families.

1969
Jack Altenburger is retiring from the
Diocese of Toledo after 41 years.
1970
Melanie Chacon is a full-time instructor
at Harrison College and teaches all levels
of composition, humanities, and speech.
She is also an adjunct professor at Marian
University, teaching a multi-cultural
education course.
Sr. Shirley Gerth received the
Distinguished Hoosier Award in March 2010.
1975
Diane Ryker Brunsman was honored
with the 2010 Outstanding Service from
award for sharing her time and talents at
Oldenburg Academy.

Former players of coach Walt Fields visit him at his home in Fulton, Illinois. They hope to make
this an annual event.

Sr. Rachel West, OSF ’54
1954
Sr. Rachel West, OSF retired this June
after years of dedication and hard work
at Marian University. Sr. Rachel has spent
many years at Marian University as both a
graduate and a long-time staff member. She
will be spending her retirement days at the
Motherhouse in Oldenburg and has chosen
to work in the archives there. Best wishes to
you, Sr. Rachel!
1957
Anne Diener Pflum will soon complete
28 years as a speech language pathologist
for the school district of Slinger, Wisconsin.
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The Richard G. Lugar Franciscan
Center for Global Studies
1976
Sr. Janet Linz was named one of The
Cincinnati Enquirer’s top 10 women of the
year in March of 2010.

1990
Julie Herbstrith-Keenan earned a Ph.D.
in industrial organizational psychology from
Western Illinois University.

Don Beckwith is the current president
of the non-profit organization HOOP (Helping
Our Own People) in Indianapolis.

1991
Barbara Crock is the director of a new
extension to the University of Chicago Charter
School for grades 6-12. It is an essential part
of the university’s broader urban education
initiative for students from the community.

1979
Terry Bryant is currently attending the
Memphis Theological Seminary with a
concentration in counseling.
Regina and Thomas Hoff celebrated their
50th wedding anniversary on August 6, 2010.
1982
Daniel Greenlee was named vice
president of domestic sales at SED
International Holdings Inc. based in
Tucker Georgia.
1985
Laura Yost now works as a nurse with
PSI affiliates, a global health organization
targeting malaria, child survival, HIV, and
reproductive health.
1987
Dawn Barr was featured in the April
2010 volume of Nursing Focus published
by the Indiana State Board of Nursing. She
is assistant director of nursing at Harbour
Manor Health and Living in Noblesville,
Indiana and has worked there as a geriatric
nurse since 1998.
Dawn Alexander ’98 with her triplets.

1992
B. Craig Griffith received a master
of science in education degree with an
emphasis on curriculum, instruction,
and assessment from Walden University,
May 2010.
1998
Luann Brames, director of enrollment at
Marian University, and her husband Jason
are proud to announce the arrival of a baby
boy, Ethan Ried, on July 8, 2010. He weighed
7 lbs. 8 oz and was 21.25 inches long.
Mary and Steve Kennedy welcomed their
first child, Andrew James, into the world on
November 20, 2009. He weighed 6 lbs.
2 oz. and was 20 inches long.
Dawn Alexander added three little
bundles of joy to her family on March 4, 2010.
Libby Alene weighed 2 lbs. 12 oz.; Cole Arthur
weighed 3 lbs.; and Kenadie Paulena also
weighed 3 lbs.

2010-11 GLOBAL STUDIES
SPEAKER SERIES
September 14, 2010, 7 p.m.
The Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra:
“Latin Music: Beyond Salsa”
September 21, 2010, 7 p.m.
Dr. Norman Gevitz: “The DOs: Osteopathic
Medicine in America...and the World”
October 26, 2010, 7 p.m.
Dennis Donahue ’62: “Christianity in the
People’s Republic of China”
November 12, 2010, noon
Dr. Madeleine Albright: “Personal Insights on
International Diplomacy”
December 12, 2010, 7 p.m.
Senator Richard G. Lugar: Annual Global
Studies Address
January 13, 2011, 7 p.m.
William Canny: “Haiti: One Year after
the Earthquake”
Two-Part Series on “Torture and Interrogation
in an Age of Terrorism”
March 1, 2011, 7 p.m.
Greg Hartley: “Interrogation in the Era of
Non-Traditional Combatants”
April 14, 2011, 7 p.m.
Peter Brooks: “Ethics, Interpretation, and the
Torture Memos”
Registration is recommended for all events;
online at www.marian.edu/LFCGS/Pages/
SpeakerSeriesRegistration.aspx.

For more information, contact:
Dr. Pierre Atlas
Director, The Richard G. Lugar Franciscan Center
for Global Studies
Associate Professor of Political Science
patlas@marian.edu or 317.955.6336
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Laura Ralph, graduate of Marian’s Adult
Programs, and husband Scott, chief of police
at Marian University, were excited to see little
Eva Marie on June 22, 2010.
Justin Shamell received a master of
divinity degree from the Morehouse School
of Religion at the Interdenominational
Theological Center on May 8, 2010.
Kiley Watson has been named head
cheerleading coach at Marian University.
Watson is also currently a counselor in the
Office of Admission.
2008
Catherine Devereux married Pete Fasano
in the summer of 2009. Faculty and alumni
were present at the wedding.
Jonathon Swain accepted a data analyst
position at the Veterans Administration
Engineering and Research Center in
Indianapolis. After graduating from Marian
University, Swain went to graduate school at
IUPUI and received his master’s degree in
economics in May of 2010.
2009
Kristine Janowski is employed at Riley
Hospital infant care unit in Indianapolis and
has been awarded the Clarian Daisy Award.

Ben Tebbe ’99 and Adriana Chiriboga.
1999
Ben Tebbe and Adriana Chiriboga
were married at Marian University’s Bishop
Chartrand Memorial Chapel on
March 13, 2010. Chris Redmond ’99
participated as an usher for the ceremony
and Merle Tebbe ’74 was cantor.
Derek Witte is currently the assistant
professor at Cooley Law School in Grand
Rapids, Michigan. Derek was on the
Knights cycling team and is a four-time
national cycling champion. Witte was
profiled in an article in Grand Rapids Living
on www.mlive.com.
2000
David Rusbasen, Ph.D. and his wife Hilary
welcomed Morgan Grace into their family on
May 10, 2010. Morgan weighed 7 lbs. 3 oz.
and was 20 inches long. Rusbasen says he is
practicing one-handed typing skills so he can
spend this first year holding baby Morgan.
2003
Andy Miller married Laura
Ratcliff-Miller ’04 on May 1, 2010. Many
Marian University alumni were present at
the wedding.
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2007
Maria Elsener-Mayer married Timothy
Mayer on June 18, 2010, in the Bishop
Chartrand Memorial Chapel on campus.
Many alumni participated in the ceremony
including: Anne Elsener ’01, Chrissy
Elsener ’02, Charlie Elsener ’09, Kiley
Watson ’07, Emily Carr ’07, and Kelly
Johannigman ’09.

Anne Murphy married Dan Smith on
June 26, 2010 at St. Bernard’s Church in
Springfield, Ohio. Marian graduates posed for
a picture at the reception after a rendition of
the Marian University fight song.
2010
Carrie Shelhart was hired as youth
minister at St. Teresa of Avila Catholic
Student Center in Valparaiso, Indiana.
Miller-Ratcliff Wedding

Share the experience!
Marian University’s challenge is to consistently
improve the Marian University experience while
keeping it affordable. A significant factor in this
equation is the fact that tuition and fees cover
only a fraction of the total cost of educating
our students.
When you receive an invitation to give to Marian
University, reflect on the wonderful experience
you had here. Help make that possible for
someone else by making a gift to the university.
HELP US ACHIEVE 30 PERCENT ALUMNI GIVING.

Corporations, foundations, and individuals
want to see that alumni are supporting their
alma mater before considering a gift to
Marian University. So, we are striving to engage
30 percent of our alumni in giving this year.
Devereux-Fasano Wedding. Top row: Andy Hohman, Donna Proctor, Zac Karanovich ’07, Katie
Kennedy, Lindsey Day Karanovich ’08, Tonja Couch, Katie Ingram Lewis ’08, Matt Lewis ’08, and
Stephanie Okerson ’05. Bottom row: Ellen Voegele ’08, Vicky Hathaway ’09, Lauren Verhiley ’07,
Audrey Krueger ’08, Catherine Devereux Fasan ’08, Pete Fasano, Matt Zink ’94, and Eric Lecher ’06.

During the fiscal year 2009-10 (July 1, 2009 to
June 30, 2010), more than 20 percent of our
alumni made a gift. Thank you! Help us achieve
30 percent alumni giving for this fiscal year
(July 1, 2010 to June 30, 2011).

30%
25%
20%
15%
10%
5%
0%

Murphy-Smith Wedding. Left to right: Jill Kuntz ’10, Megan Blankenship ’10, Emily Blankenship
Vogelgesang ’09, Cliff Tweedy ’09, Amanda Frey ’09, Patrick Lecher ’10, Anne Murphy Smith ’09,
Brooke Meier ’10, Brian Knueven ’10, Pat Murphy ’73, Colleen Oliver Lowe ’09, and Joyce Leugers
Collier ’71.

PERCENTAGE OF ALUMNI GIVING
*as of July 31, 2010
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Lynne O’Day ’82 died on August 2, 2010.
O’Day graduated from Marian College, now
Marian University, magna cum laude with a
bachelor’s degree in nursing. She served at
St.Vincent Health for more than 30 years,
retiring in 2005 as senior vice president of
operations. Her philosophy of life was to live
every day to the fullest, appreciating all that
she had been given and trying to give back to
those with whom she related an optimistic,
positive, supportive attitude toward work
and life.

Deaths
Patricia Glassmeyer ’46 passed
away at age 87 on May 11, 2010, in
Indianapolis, Indiana.
Sr. Loretta Feeney ’47 died at age 91
at the Sisters of St. Francis Motherhouse in
Oldenburg, Indiana, on March 22, 2010.
Sr. Loretta taught in several schools in
Indiana and Ohio.
Sr. Margaret Mary Hollingsworth,
OSF ’53 passed away on July 15, 2010, at
the Motherhouse in Oldenburg, Indiana.
Teresa Mary Chu Yu ’55 passed away
on May 24, 2010, in St. Louis, Missouri.
Born in Hong Kong, she came to the United
States to attend Marian College, now Marian
University, and later graduated with a degree
in chemistry. Her family established the
Teresa Mary Chu Yu Memorial Scholarship at
Marian University in her memory.
Dr. Bernard F. Sheenan ’58 passed away
June 12, 2009. He was a U.S. veteran who
served as a military doctor and in his own
private practice until 2001.
Claude D. Sifferlen ’62 passed away on
March 18, 2010. He was a renowned local
jazz musician who also served in the U.S.
Army band at Fort Knox. His brother, Mike
Sifferlen, is also Marian University alumnus
from 1961.
Dr. Kenia Maria Casarreal ’65 passed
away peacefully on April 20, 2010, after
struggling with numerous illnesses.
Casarreal came to the United States
from Manzanillo, Cuba. She earned M.A. and
Ph.D. degrees in organizational psychology.
Barbara A. Fitzgerald ’70 died on
April 18, 2010, after a courageous battle
with cancer. She served as a teacher
for many years and during her tenure as
chair woman of the English department at
Cathedral High School, she was honored
twice as Teacher of the Year (2003
and 2009).

Lynne O’Day ’82

Dominic J. Guzzetta
Dominic J. Guzzetta, former president
of Marian University from 1968-71, passed
away on May 12, 2010. He was the fourth
president of the institution and the first
lay president.
Don French, former director of
Marian University admissions, passed
away July 9, 2010.
Michael McDermott, father of Jennifer
McDermott-Sessoms ’97, passed away on
July 13, 2010. Sessoms is the director of
special events at Marian University.

Saint Francis
Heritage of

Society

By remembering Marian University as part of a deferred gift,
you will leave a legacy and ensure that future students have
the chance to experience a Marian University education.
Help build strong foundations—and a remarkable future.
Please consider the following options:
> bequest through a will
> charitable gift annuity
> charitable reminder trust
> life insurance policy with Marian University
as a beneficiary
For more information regarding deferred gifts and joining the
Heritage of Saint Francis Society, contact:
John Finke
Vice President for Institutional Advancement
jfinke@marian.edu or 317.955.6202
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End Note

A NEW BEGINNING
by Jack Snyder

Marian University
has certainly hit its stride and is attracting
recognition and compliments from many
people, internally and externally. What is this
about? What happened to stimulate this
growth, achievement, and attention? What
was the foundation for this tremendous
progress and development?
Like most “turn around” situations, this
story began with changes in leadership. The
leadership changes were profound, and took
several forms. First and most important was the
arrival of
a young,
dynamic,
focused, talented, hard-working
new president, Daniel J. Elsener.
Additional significant leadership
changes took place in the Board
of Trustees, faculty, and
staff. In some cases this meant
the arrival of new people. In
others it meant seasoned
veterans “rising to meet the
challenges” set by the
President Daniel J. Elsener
new leadership.

That leads to the question, “What did the leadership do to
set the stage for the tremendous progress?”
A turning point occurred in 2001 at the Board of Trustees retreat at the
Motherhouse of the Sisters of St. Francis in Oldenburg, Indiana, at the start
of Elsener’s employment. The board focused on something very important
yet very fundamental: identifying and articulating the mission and vision of
Marian College, now Marian University, an institution that traces its roots
to 1851. The full significance of this focus on mission and vision became
apparent in the following years, as the institution reclaimed its Catholic
identity and made many decisions that fully reflect its Franciscan heritage.
It was a move “back to the future” in many important ways.
New mission and vision statements were adopted based on reflective and
thoughtful discussion at and following the retreat. A conscious decision
was make to embrace more emphatically and consistently the Catholic
and Franciscan heritage of the institution. Instrumental parts of that were
to strengthen the relationship
with the Archdiocese of
Indianapolis and to deepen the
relationship with the Sisters of
St. Francis, Oldenburg, Indiana.
It was recognized that over time
the institution had drifted from
its original direction in ways that
hindered its growth and success.
San Damiano cross in the BIshop
Chartrand Memorial Chapel in Marian Hall.

Shortly after the retreat, the very successful “Rebuild My Church”
program was started, with a generous grant from Lilly Endowment
Inc. The renovation of Bishop Chartrand Memorial Chapel in Marian
Hall, including the addition of a large San Damiano cross, was an
integral part of “Rebuild My Church” program. The message was clear: the
future growth of the university would be squarely based on its Catholic and
Franciscan tradition and heritage.
Another key element of the
strategic plan was to increase
the vibrancy of student life
on campus. This issue of
Marian University Magazine
celebrates the renovation of
the Physical Education Center,
the construction of the multipurpose athletic facility known
as St.Vincent Health Field,
the relocation of the softball
diamond, and many other
challenges overcome in the
process. All have significantly
transformed the campus and
energized student life and have contributed directly to record enrollment.
The name change to Marian University and the announcement of the
Marian University college of osteopathic medicine are two of the most
recent developments in this period of tremendous progress.
It is exciting and fulfilling to witness this success story. Many have
contributed to this success, but much work remains. I am confident that
the work, progress, and growth will continue as Marian University continues
to reach its potential of becoming a great Catholic University.

Jack Snyder is an Indianapolis attorney,
chairman emeritus of the Marian
University Board of Trustees, and a
member of the Board of Directors for the
Indianapolis Motor Speedway. He can be
reached at jsnyder@brickyard.com.
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Come Home to Marian University
Homecoming 2010

October 1-2

All Alumni Weekend and homecoming have merged. Come back to Marian University
to see old friends and be a part of events with the entire university community.
HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE:

Friday, October 1
Pep Rally
Distinguished Alumni Awards Ceremony
Reunion Gatherings
Mock Rock

Saturday, October 2
State of the University Address by President Elsener
Tailgating
Homecoming Football Game against Trinity International
Mass
Graduates of the Last Decade (G.O.L.D) Reunion Dinner
Casino Night
Decadent Desserts
For more information, visit www.marian.edu/alumni/homecoming
or contact the Office of Alumni Affairs at 800.952.3917, then press 1.
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