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Welcome!
Dear International Students,

Welcome to Marian University! We are glad you will join us soon. We hope that your experience at Marian University 
will be a successful one filled with exciting opportunities both personally and professionally as you earn your degree.

We want you to take full advantage of our many resources and support services. We have compiled this guide to inform 
you of our campus and community. We highly encourage you to read this guide before arrival to campus to help you 
ease into your new life in Indianapolis. 

When you arrive on campus, we will provide you with a 
comprehensive orientation program that will prepare you for a 
successful stay at Marian University. We also have a 
welcome committee of American and international 
students that are excited to meet you throughout your first 
few weeks on campus too.

Our staff in Student Success and Engagement takes great 
pride in supporting international students during their 
studies. The Marian University community is excited to meet 
YOU and welcome you to your new home!

Sincerely,

Rhonda J. Hinkle, Director
International Student Success and Global Engagement 
(ISS&GE)

The Office of International Student Success & Global Engagement 

We are here to support your needs and interests in:

• Understanding your immigration responsibilities, especially in regards to class enrollment and employment.
• Learning how to navigate daily life in the United States, such as obtaining a license, phone, bank account, and

other arrival matters.
• Creating educational and social activities that allow you to become active, engaged community members on- and off-campus.

We offer:

• An orientation program to help you transition to your new life at Marian University and in Indianapolis.
• Shopping trips for new students in order to facilitate purchasing items helpful to organizing your new residence hall or

apartment.
• Cross-cultural activities both on- and off-campus.
• Programs to teach you about immigration regulations, such as work authorization options.
• Advising on how to maintain your F-1 status.
• Support to help you fulfill your personal and academic goals.
Find out more about our location and advisors at www.marian.edu/InternationalContact.



Please review all the information on your I-20 
to ensure it is correct. Especially check that the 
spelling of your name, date of birth, program of 

study, and finances are without error. Inform International 
Admissions immediately at international@marian.edu if 
there are any errors.

SEVIS and your I-20
SEVIS (Student and Exchange Visitor Information System), an Internet-
based system, provides tracking and monitoring of international student 
information. As an international student, you have a SEVIS record which 
contains information on what you are studying at Marian University, the 
expected dates of your study, and how you are paying for your studies.

SEVIS enables colleges and universities to issue you an I-20 
(“Certificate of Eligibility for Non-immigrant (F-1) Student Status-For 
Academic and Language Students”). It is important to always have 
an I-20 that is accurate. Should any information need changing now 
(either due to error or updates) or in the future, it is your responsibility 
to contact ISS&GE for an updated I-20. You should keep all I-20s 
(even those from prior United States schools) as you may be asked to 
provide them during travel or applying for United States government 
benefits like employment.

Please check the expiration date of your I-20. If you do not expect to 
graduate on this date, you will need to request an extension within one 
month before the expiration date. In other words, if your I-20 expires in 
August, you must make your extension request in July . 

After you receive your I-20
Once you receive the I-20 and you have confirmed all the information 
is correct, you should begin the process of applying for an F-1 visa at 
your nearest United States Embassy or Consulate. F-1 students are 
required to have a valid F-1 visa during the time of entry into the United 
States. The only exception is for Canadian citizens; Canadian citizens 
prove their F-1 status via their I-20 and do not need to have an F-1 
visa. You may enter up to 30 days prior to  your program start date.

If you are currently studying at another United States school and you 
will transfer your SEVIS record to Marian University, you are not required 
to obtain a new visa unless you are traveling outside the United States 
AND you do not have a valid visa to reenter the United States.

Steps on applying for an F-1 visa
We have helpful information on our website to help you with your F-1 
visa application. Visit www.marian.edu/InternationalVisa.

Check your visa to ensure it is accurate and  
that it matches your passport. Make sure that  
your surname and given names are in the correct 
order. Errors will cause problems and cannot be 
corrected after you arrive in the United States.

Your visa
You should have an F-1 student visa in your passport that permits you 
to enter the United States (unless you are a Canadian citizen, in which 
an F-1 visa is not required). 

Students will have different visa lengths and end dates depending on 
reciprocity agreements between your home country and the United 
States. Regardless of your visa end date, your F-1 status is valid for as 
long as you meet certain obligations to maintain legal status, which 
can be found at www.marian.edu/ImmigrationRegulations. For this 
reason, it is not possible to extend or renew that visa stamp while you 
remain in the United States. If your visa stamp is expired, as long as 
you are maintaining F-1 status, it is not a problem to stay and study 
unless you want to travel outside the United States. If traveling outside 
the United States with an expired visa, you will need to request a new 
visa at your nearest United States Embassy or Consulate to return.

In order to maintain lawful F-1 status, you must enroll full time until 
you obtain your degree or change to another visa status. Full-time 
enrollment for undergraduate students is 12 credit hours during the  
fall and spring semesters; for graduate students full-time enrollment 
is nine credit hours during the same time period. Immigration 
regulations do not require summer enrollment unless it is your first  
term at Marian University. 

Applying for an F-1 Student Visa
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Transfer Credit
If you have attended a college or university within the United States,  
you must submit an official copy of your transcript for each  
college attended.

If you have attended a college or university outside the United States 
and you wish to transfer this credit to Marian University, you must 
submit a credential evaluation report from an authorized  
evaluation agency. 

One agency that provides such evaluations is World Education Services 
(WES). You need to request the “course-by-course”/WES Basic report. 
Please be aware that there is a fee for this service and allow two to four 
weeks for processing. WES will send your credential evaluation directly 
to Marian University’s Office of International Admission.

You can find more information on WES at www.wes.org.

Care, Wellness, and Health Requirements
All students must complete and return the Student Health Record 
and Student Immunization Record forms. Please complete the two 
forms, which can be found at www.marian.edu/healthforms, with 
your family doctor prior to your arrival to campus. Bring the completed 
forms and any supplemental documents to the Student Health Center 
in Clare Hall, Room 127 within the first week of class. If any portion 
of the health form is incomplete, you will need to seek appropriate 
examinations and vaccinations. You will be responsible for these 
charges if you do not have evidence of required vaccinations.

Health care costs in the United States can be prohibitive. All students 
are required to purchase health insurance for the duration of their  
stay (including all dependents) to help pay for medical care. For  
more information on Marian University’s required health  
insurance policy  and the waiver process as well as deadlines, please  
see www.marian.edu/InternationalInsurance.

Medical concerns
The Student Health Center, located in Clare Hall, Room 127, provides 
clinical opportunities for students to achieve their level of optimal 
wellness. The Catholic Franciscan heritage coupled with current 
medical information guide the implementation of clinical services. 
These services address a wide range of needs in the form of providing 
treatment for acute illness, well visits, immunizations, physical exams, 
and promotional health education programs. The Student Health Center 
provides limited over-the-counter medications and prescriptions  
when indicated.

Please call 317.955.6154 in advance for an appointment. Walk-ins are 
welcomed and will be seen as schedule permits.

Staffed by our Nurse Practitioner and Brigid Clarke 
(administrative assistant), phone: 317.955.6154, fax: 317.955.6133.
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Climate: Average Monthly Temperatures 
in Indianapolis
Indianapolis, Indiana, has a four-season climate with varying 
temperatures from season to season. For some international students, 
a winter in Indianapolis is a first-snow experience. The temperature 
in Indianapolis varies from season to season. Here are the average 
temperatures in Indianapolis for each month:

January 28.5°F -1.9°C
February 31.4°F -0.3°C
March 43.9°F 6.6°C
April 53.8°F 12.1°C
May    63.5°F 17.5°C
June    72.8°F 22.7°C
July    77.5°F 25.3°C
August   70.1°F 21.2°C
September  69.8°F 21.0°C
October   55.6°F 13.1°C
November  39.8°F 4.3°C
December  32.3°F 0.2°C

Packing
When considering what to pack, keep in mind that Marian University 
students generally adopt a casual style of dressing. Useful items to 
bring with you would include:

• Summer clothing (T-shirts, shorts, cotton dresses, hats, sandals, light
jacket)

• Winter clothing (sweaters, sweatshirts, pants, jeans, hat, scarf, gloves, 
socks, heavy coat, winter shoes or tennis shoes, boots, umbrella)

• One or two nicer outfits with dress shoes for formal occasions
• Traditional clothing from your home country or area (very useful for

international festivals and other international events)
• If you wear glasses and/or contact lenses, bring a spare pair of

glasses and/or contact lenses and verification of your current optical
prescription

• Medication and back-up prescriptions for this medication
• Any personal hygiene products from your home country that may not

be available in the United States
• Towels and bedding (unless you request a bedding pack, see below)

If you are living in a university residence hall, be sure to request 
a bedding pack through the link provided. The bedding pack will 
be in your room when you arrive and contain a pillow, a 
pillowcase, two sheets, a blanket, a towel, tissues, and a 
washcloth. If you are not living in the residence halls, you may 
want to consider bringing these items from home to avoid a 
shopping trip immediately upon arrival to purchase them.

Arrival in the United States
We have comprehensive information on when and where to arrive to 
campus, ISS&GE's airport pick-up service, along with details on what 
documents you will be asked to present to the United States Customs 
and Border Officers. Please read more  
at www.marian.edu/InternationalTravel.

Registering for Classes
For undergraduate students, most colleges and universities in the 
United States have general education degree requirements. This means 
that besides your major area of study (for example business 
administration or biology), you are also required to take classes in 
communication, arts, math, humanities, social sciences, and hard 
sciences—all subject areas that can help enrich your personal and 
professional lives. Because there are many classes needed for your 
degree and many options of classes which fulfill the general education 
requirements, you choose what classes are most interesting to you.  
You will have an academic advisor to help you choose suitable classes. 

For more information on meeting with an academic advisor and 
registering for classes, see www.marian.edu/InternationalArrival.  We 
highly encourage you to remain in touch with your academic advisor 
every semester to let him or her know how you are doing and get 
recommendations for class enrollment in the future terms.
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Payment to Attend Marian University
All financial information included on your I-20 is estimated and does 
not reflect exact amounts. Payment in full for the entire semester is due 
July 15 if you are enrolled in classes. Students will not be allowed to 
enroll in classes without paying tuition. Remaining in the United States 
with no enrollment is a violation of your immigration status. Questions 
about payment should be directed to the Business Office in Marian 
Hall, Room 103 or call 317.955.6020.

Forms of Payment
Payment can be made in one of the following ways:

Cash (United States currency) or credit card (Visa, MasterCard, 
Discover, or American Express)

Directions for online bill payment can be found  
at https://marian.afford.com/PPT/makeapayment.

International money order or international traveler’s checks 
in United States currency

Wire Transfer (You will need the information shown below for 
the wire transfer to Marian University’s account.)

To set up a tuition payment plan you can go to  
www.afford.com/marian and follow the steps to set up a plan.

1

2

3

4

5

Marian University Operating Account
Key Bank National Association
88 E Broad Street
Columbus, OH 43215
614.460.3419
EFT/ACH/Wire Routing Number: 041001039
Account Number: 149681010323

Wire advice that accompanies the wire must include the full student 
name and if known, student identification number issued by  
the institution.

If you are wiring money, we recommend doing so two months before 
the payment due date. WIRE EXTRA FUNDS TO COVER ANY AND ALL 
BANK CHARGES THAT MAY BE DEDUCTED. YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE 
FOR THESE CHARGES. Overpayments will be refunded. Make certain to 
bring a receipt of the transfer with you to Indianapolis. Any amount paid 
beyond what is owed for tuition and room and board will be refunded to 
the student once the money has cleared. 
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“One thing I especially love about Marian 
University is the small community 
environment which has given me a strong 
support system. The staff and students 
really care and won’t hesitate to offer a 
helping hand.”

Paula Angarita Rivera
Bachelor of Science Degree, Major in Mathematics, Dual Degree 
Engineering Program with Indiana University-Purdue University 
Indianapolis, 2019
Hometown: Barranquilla, Colombia



Cell phones facilitate communication and make information readily 
available almost instantaneously. Being aware of the cellular service 
norms in the United States is essential. Some countries offer 
international plans that travel with you and work in the United States, 
therefore make sure you explore this option as you prepare to depart 
your home country. The other option is to sign up for service once you 
arrive. A brief outline of popular service plans and cellular service 
providers is offered below for your reference. 

Plan or pre-paid
There are two types of service plans (most of them monthly) for cell 
phone users in the United States, contract service plans and prepaid/
pay-as-you-go plans. The main difference between contract and prepaid 
plans is the commitment term.

Contract phone plans are usually signed for the duration of two years 
in which the signee agrees to pay for the service uninterruptedly. The 
benefits of a contract plan include a lower monthly charge, lower 
prices on newer phones, better reliability features, and usually better 
nationwide service coverage. International students sometimes 
encounter problems enrolling in a contract plan because most providers 
require a social security number in order to conduct a credit history 
background check; the alternative accepted by some carriers is a large 
cash deposit. As with any contract, please ensure that you understand 
all requirements and charges before signing it. Defaulting or early 
termination of a mobile phone contract results in heavy cancellation fees. 

On the contrary, prepaid service plans are usually cheaper and you pay 
as you go (in advance) and do not require a long-term commitment. 
Major American cell phone carriers offer their services in prepaid 
fashion and offer plans similar to contract plans but at higher rates. 
Enrolling in a prepaid plan can be as easy as requesting a compatible 
SIM card for your unlocked phone and can be done online or in-store.  
If you plan to bring your own cell phone from abroad and want to 
enable service for it in the United States, it is strongly recommended 
that you verify your current phone is unlocked. Once unlocked it should 
accept a SIM card from any carrier that you choose.

Make sure you explore different options and conduct your own research 
before selecting a service that gives you what you want. Thanks to 
the various cell phone service providers in the industry, options are 
numerous and there will certainly be a plan package that fits your 
budget and interests.

Cell phone stores located near campus are:

AT&T
49 W. Maryland Street, Space D01C
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204
317.630.4928

Verizon Wireless
49 W. Maryland Street, Room D02A
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204
317.602.3785

Sprint
5945 Crawfordsville Road, Suite D
Indianapolis, Indiana 46224
317.243.3400

T-Mobile
3787 N. Meridian Street
Indianapolis, Indiana 46208
317.924.3970

Boost Mobile 
3119 W. 30th Street
Indianapolis, Indiana 46222 
317.283.5556

In addition to contract plans, all of the providers above offer prepaid 
plans. Note that several providers market their services exclusively 
online for international students. 

A good place to starts is www.campussims.com.

Cell Phone Service in the United States 

Marian University Pre-Arrival Guide 2019-2020 5



6 www.marian.edu/international

“I think the Byrum School of Business 
school is the perfect preparation for 
me. What we’re doing is what we’ll 
actually do in the business world.”

Maria Sunga
Bachelor of Science Degree, Majors in 
Management and Business Analytics, December 
2019, Hometown: Angeles City, Philippines



Check out the comprehensive checklist regarding immigration and academic preparations at www.marian.edu/InternationalArrival.

Obtain an international driver’s license and official translation of your driver’s license. For more information,  
see www.marian.edu/InternationalLicense. 

Complete the Student Health Record and Student Immunization Record with your family doctor. Bring the completed forms and supplemental 
documents found at www.marian.edu/healthforms.

Unlock your mobile phone. This will make obtaining a SIM card and using it in the United States much easier!

Request an airport pick-up from the Indianapolis airport, if available and needed. Airport pick-ups must be requested at least two weeks before 
your arrival at www.marian.edu/InternationalTravel.

Get connected by joining the Office of International Admissions and ISS&GE on social media.

Marian University provides you with health insurance and it is billed to your student account. If you already have health insurance and would like 
to request a waiver from the university’s required plan, please review the waiver form at www.marian.edu/InternationalInsurance. If applying for 
a waiver, it may be helpful to obtain the requested documentation while in your home country.

Apply for housing as soon as possible. You should have received an email to secure your housing online. Contact the Office of Housing and 
Residence Life for questions at housing@marian.edu.

Although you are required to have health insurance while studying at Marian University, we recommend you take care of health matters before your 
arrival to campus. 

Have your eyes and teeth checked and any necessary work done, if possible.

Translate your medical records and prescriptions into English, if necessary.

Bring an adequate supply of medication.

Things to Do Before Arrival

“What influenced me the most at 
Marian University, especially as 

a foreign citizen, was the network 
of people. I have had the chance to 

meet great people who have guided 
me, believed in me, and motivated 

me to work toward my goals. It is 
great to learn skills for a class, but 

even better to be inspired.”

Renaud Sicard
Bachelor of Science Degree, Major in Marketing,  

Minor in Business Technology, 2014
Hometown: Paris, France
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At Marian University, we believe that living on campus ensures that students gain the most 
from their college experience. College is a once-in-a-lifetime experience. It is a time for 
self-exploration and preparation for the future. It is a time to attend sporting events, plays, 
lectures, concerts, and other campus activities. It is a time to meet new people and develop 
lifelong friendships. 

National studies on student success in college have reported that 
college students who live on campus achieve higher GPAs and 
feel more connected to their campus communities than students 
who live off campus. 

Our approach to housing allows students to begin college in traditional housing and gradually 
move to more independent living each year. Doyle Hall and Clare Hall are designated for 
traditional, first-year students, however, Clare Hall is a mixed community of first-year students 
through graduating seniors. Drew and University Halls are intended for more upper-class 
students. On-campus houses and apartments are available to students over 21 years of age. 
Houses and apartments are usually an option later in your college career if you meet the age, 
GPA, and other requirements.

Doyle Hall has traditional double rooms that house two students with a community bathroom 
for a floor or wing of approximately 25 students. Clare Hall has a similar set-up for the third 
floor and the second floor has suites, which are two double rooms with a shared bathroom in 
between. Drew Hall is a suite with two bedrooms for two students each, a shared bathroom, 
and a common living room for the suite. University Hall is suite-style with two double rooms 
sharing a bathroom.

How do I apply for university housing or to live off-campus?
Marian University housing policy states that all single undergraduate students who do not 
return to their parent’s or legal guardian’s home each evening are required to live in on-
campus housing. A parent’s or legal guardian’s homes must be within the surrounding 
counties (Boone, Hamilton, Hancock, Hendricks, Johnson, Madison, Marion, Morgan, and 
Shelby). 

Students should visit www.marian.edu/housing to learn more and to apply. Please contact 
the Office of Housing and Residence Life at 317.955.6318 or email housing@marian.edu  if 
you have any questions.

Students who have attained their 21st birthday on or before August 31 may apply to live off 
campus through the Office of Housing and Residence Life at www.marian.edu/liveoncampus.  
Students will be notified by email if approved or denied.

Please note that residence halls close during certain holidays and breaks. International 
students usually use this time to travel or experience American home life by visiting and/or 
staying with friends. There may be a cost to stay late or during break periods. 

What does the residence hall provide?
All double rooms are furnished with two extra-long, twin beds, closets, dressers, desks, and 
chairs. All single rooms only have one of each of the above items. All other necessities or 
furnishings are not provided. An optional shopping trip is usually provided by the university 
before the first day of classes.

University Residence Halls

Be sure to check out the suggested 
what to bring/what not to bring list 
at www.marian.edu/whattobring. 

From top to bottom are Doyle Hall, Clare Hall,  
Drew Hall, and University Hall.

8888
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Marian University is sponsored by the Sisters of St. Francis, Oldenburg, Indiana.

Marian University does not discriminate on the basis of race, ethnicity, color, sex, gender, sexual orientation, 
religion, creed, national origin, age, or disabilities in the recruiting and selection of students for admission.

March 2020

3200 Cold Spring Road
Indianapolis, IN 46222-1997
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