
Version 6/15/17 

Course Descriptions: Core Reading & Composition 

ELL 010:  High Beginner Core: Reading and Composition 

This course is designed for high beginner English language learners.  It focuses on improving students’ writing clarity and unity in single paragraph essays.  

Building intensive and extensive reading skills and habits is also a focus.  In addition to working with the required textbook and novel and following instructor 

demonstration, students are expected to actively participate in classroom discussion and in-class practice, and use technology to promote their learning. 

 

ELL 020:  Low Intermediate Core: Reading and Composition 

This course is designed for low intermediate English language learners.  It focuses on improving students’ writing clarity and unity in multi-paragraph essays.  

Building intensive and extensive reading skills and habits is also a focus.  In addition to working with the required textbook and novel and following instructor 

demonstration, students are expected to actively participate in classroom discussion and in-class practice, and use technology to promote their learning. 

 

ELL 030:  Intermediate Core: Reading and Composition 

This course is designed for intermediate English language learners.  It focuses on improving students’ writing clarity, unity, and development in descriptive 

essays.  Building intensive and extensive reading skills and habits is also a focus.  In addition to working with the required textbook and novel and following 

instructor demonstration, students are expected to actively participate in classroom discussion and in-class practice, and use technology to promote their 

learning. 

 

ELL 040:  High Intermediate Core: Reading and Composition 

This course is designed for high intermediate English language learners.  It focuses on improving students’ academic writing coherence, logic, and development in 

expository essays.  Building active academic reading and critical thinking skills is also a focus.  In addition to working with the required textbook and novel and 

following instructor demonstration, students are expected to actively participate in classroom discussion and in-class practice, and use technology to promote their 

learning. 

 

ELL 050: Low Advanced Core: Reading and Composition 

This course is designed for low advanced English language learners.  It focuses on improving students’ academic writing coherence, logic, and effective use of 

sources in argument essays.  Building active academic reading and critical thinking skills is also a focus.  In addition to working with the required textbook 

and novel and following instructor demonstration, students are expected to actively participate in classroom discussion and in-class practice, and use 

technology to promote their learning. 

 

ELL 060:  Advanced Core: Reading and Composition 

This course is designed for advanced English language learners.  It focuses on improving students’ academic essay writing effectiveness of thesis, structure, 

logic, development, and source use.  Building active academic reading and critical thinking skills is also a focus.  In addition to working with the required 

textbook and novel and following instructor demonstration, students are expected to actively participate in classroom discussion and in-class practice, and use 

technology to promote their learning. 
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Course Descriptions: Listening & Speaking 

ELL 012:  High Beginner Listening and Speaking 

This course is designed for high beginner English language learners.  It focuses on improving students’ speaking in spontaneous production and planned 

informative presentations on familiar topics as well as the ability to form and respond to oral requests for personal information and preferences.  Building 

listening skills is also a focus.  In addition to working with the required textbook and following instructor demonstration, students are expected to actively 

participate in classroom discussion and in-class practice, and use technology to promote their learning. 

 

ELL 022:  Low Intermediate Listening and Speaking 

This course is designed for low intermediate English language learners.  It focuses on improving students’ speaking in spontaneous production and planned 

persuasive presentations on familiar topics as well as the ability to form and respond to oral requests for opinions and information.  Building listening skills is also 

a focus.  In addition to working with the required textbook and following instructor demonstration, students are expected to actively participate in classroom 

discussion and in-class practice, and use technology to promote their learning. 

 

ELL 032:  Intermediate Listening and Speaking 

This course is designed for intermediate English language learners.  It focuses on improving students’ speaking in spontaneous production and planned descriptive 

presentations as well as the ability to describe personal experiences during group discussions.  Building listening skills is also a focus.  In addition to working with 

the required textbook and following instructor demonstration, students are expected to actively participate in classroom discussion and in-class practice, and use 

technology to promote their learning. 

 

ELL 042:  High Intermediate Listening and Speaking 

This course is designed for high intermediate English language learners.  It focuses on improving students’ academic speaking in spontaneous production and 

planned informative presentations as well as the ability to support a position during group discussions.  Building academic listening skills is also a focus.  In 

addition to working with the required textbook and following instructor demonstration, students are expected to actively participate in classroom discussion 

and in-class practice, and use technology to promote their learning. 

 

ELL 052:  Low Advanced Listening and Speaking 

This course is designed for low advanced English language learners.  It focuses on improving students’ academic speaking in spontaneous production and 

planned persuasive presentations as well as the ability to connect one’s ideas to the topic during group discussions.  Building academic listening and note-

taking skills is also a focus.  In addition to working with the required textbook and following instructor demonstration, students are expected to actively 

participate in classroom discussion and in-class practice, and use technology to promote their learning. 

 

ELL 062:  Advanced Listening and Speaking 

This course is designed for advanced English language learners.  It focuses on improving students’ academic speaking in spontaneous production and planned 

panel discussions as well as the ability to agree, disagree, and concede during group discussions.  Building academic listening and note-taking skills is also a 

focus.  In addition to working with the required textbook and following instructor demonstration, students are expected to actively participate in classroom 

discussion and in-class practice, and use technology to promote their learning. 
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Course Descriptions: Grammar 

ELL 016:  High Beginner Grammar 

This course is designed for high beginner English language learners.  It focuses on improving students’ ability to accurately describe people, places, and things as 

well as express and ask questions about states, existence, belonging, and actions in progress.  In addition to working with the required textbook and following 

instructor demonstration, students are expected to actively participate in classroom discussion and in-class practice, and use technology to promote their learning. 

 
ELL 026:  Low Intermediate Grammar 

This course is designed for low intermediate English language learners.  It focuses on improving students’ ability to accurately compare people, places, and things 

as well as express and ask questions about general truths and habits, states, and past events.  In addition to working with the required textbook and following 

instructor demonstration, students are expected to actively participate in classroom discussion and in-class practice, and use technology to promote their learning. 

 
ELL 036:  Intermediate Grammar 

This course is designed for intermediate English language learners.  It focuses on improving students’ ability to accurately describe and ask questions about past 

events and habits, as well as express requests, advice, and relationships between present, past, and future events.  In addition to working with the required textbook 

and following instructor demonstration, students are expected to actively participate in classroom discussion and in-class practice, and use technology to promote 

their learning. 

 

ELL 046:  High Intermediate Grammar 

This course is designed for high intermediate English language learners.  It focuses on improving students’ ability to accurately express the length of present and 

past events, indefinite time, future possibility, present conclusions, attitudes, and purpose.  In addition to working with the required textbook and following 

instructor demonstration, students are expected to actively participate in classroom discussion and in-class practice, and use technology to promote their learning. 

 
ELL 056:  Low Advanced Grammar 

This course is designed for low advanced English language learners.  It focuses on improving students’ ability to accurately use complex structures to describe 

essential and nonessential information about people, places, and things as well as express relationships between two past events and two future events.  In 

addition to working with the required textbook and following instructor demonstration, students are expected to actively participate in classroom discussion 

and in-class practice, and use technology to promote their learning. 

 
ELL 066:  Advanced Grammar 

This course is designed for advanced English language learners.  It focuses on improving students’ ability to accurately use complex structures to express 

indirect thoughts, emotions, questions, and reported speech as well as demonstrate control of tense shifting in receptive and productive discourse.  In addition to 

working with the required textbook and following instructor demonstration, students are expected to actively participate in classroom discussion and in-class 

practice, and use technology to promote their learning. 
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Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs): Core Reading & Composition 

Area of Proficiency Level 1 – 010  Level 2 – 020  Level 3 – 030  Level 4 – 040  Level 5 – 050  Level 6 – 060  

Intensive 
Reading Texts 
for SLOs 1-3 

Multi-paragraph 
adapted texts on 
familiar topics 

1-2 page adapted texts 
on familiar topics 

Multi-page adapted or 
simple authentic texts 
on familiar educational 
or professional topics 

Multi-page adapted or 
simple authentic 
educational and 
professional texts 

1-2 page authentic 
educational and 
professional texts 

Multi-page authentic 
educational and 
professional texts 

1. Reading 
Comprehension 

1. Identify the main 
idea of paragraphs 

1. Identify the topic of 
a text and the main 
ideas and supporting 
details of paragraphs 

1. Identify the topic of 
a text and the main 
ideas and supporting 
details of paragraphs 

1. Identify the topic 
and thesis of a text 
and the main ideas 
and supporting 
details of 
paragraphs 

1. Identify the explicit 
and implied thesis 
and main ideas and 
the explicit 
supporting details 
and counter claims 

1. Identify the explicit 
and implied thesis, 
main ideas, 
supporting details, 
and counter claims 

2. Critical 
Thinking and 
Analysis 

2. Identify audience 
and purpose 

2. Identify audience 
and purpose 

2. Identify audience 
and purpose 

3. Evaluate main ideas 

2. Identify audience, 
purpose, and tone 

3. Evaluate main ideas 
and support 

4. Compare and 
contrast the main 
ideas of two texts  

2. Identify audience, 
purpose, tone, and 
organizational 
pattern  

3. Evaluate support 
and logical 
reasoning 

4. Compare and 
contrast the main 
ideas and support of 
two texts 

2. Identify audience, 
purpose, tone, and 
organizational 
pattern 

3. Evaluate support, 
logical reasoning, 
and writer credibility  

4. Compare and 
contrast multiple 
sources 

3. Reading 
Strategies 

3. Make predictions 
about topics 

4. Scan to find specific 
information 

 

3. Skim to identify 
main ideas; scan to 
find specific 
information 

4. Engage actively with 
texts by creating 
graphic organizers 
and/or highlighting 

4. Skim to identify 
main ideas and 
supporting details; 
scan to find specific 
information 

5. Engage actively with 
texts by creating 
graphic organizers 
and/or highlighting 

5. Engage actively 
with texts by 
highlighting, 
annotating, and/or 
outlining 

5. Engage actively with 
texts by 
highlighting, 
annotating, and/or 
outlining 

5. Engage actively with 
texts by highlighting, 
annotating, and/or 
outlining 

Extensive 
(fluency) 
Reading 

5. Connect extensive 
reading text to 
personal experience 

5. Connect extensive 
reading text to 
personal experience 

6. Connect extensive 
reading text to 
personal experience 
and other texts 

6. Connect extensive 
reading text to 
personal experience 
and other texts 

6. Connect extensive 
reading text to 
personal experience 
and other texts 

6. Connect extensive 
reading text to 
personal experience 
and other texts 

 
(continued on next page) 
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Area of Proficiency Level 1 – 010  Level 2 – 020  Level 3 – 030  Level 4 – 040  Level 5 – 050  Level 6 – 060  

Clarity, Logic, 
and 
Development in 
Written 
Production 

6. Write a single-
paragraph essay with 
a clear main point 
and related 
supporting details 
on a familiar topic 

6. Write multiple 
unified paragraphs 
with clear topic 
sentences and 
related supporting 
details on a familiar 
topic 

7. Write unified 
paragraphs with clear 
topic sentences and 
well-developed 
support   

8. Write a 1-2 page 
multi-paragraph 
descriptive essay 
with a clear topic and 
structure on a 
familiar educational 
or professional topic 

7. Write unified 
paragraphs with 
clear topic 
sentences and well-
developed support   

8. Write a 1-2 page 
coherent and logical 
multi-paragraph 
expository essay 
with a clear thesis 
and structure on a 
familiar educational 
or professional 
topic 

7. Write unified and 
cohesive paragraphs 
with clear topic 
sentences and 
extensive, varied 
support using at 
least one outside 
source 

8. Write a coherent 
and logical 2-3 page 
argument essay with 
an effective thesis, 
structure, and 
support on an 
educational or 
professional topic 

7. Write unified and 
cohesive paragraphs 
with clear topic 
sentences and 
extensive, varied 
support using 
multiple outside 
sources 

8. Write a coherent 
and logical 3-4 page 
academic essay with 
an effective thesis, 
structure, and 
support on an 
educational or 
professional topic 

Appropriate 
Source Use 

 
7. Quote from and 

attribute a source 

9. Quote from and 
summarize parts of 
sources with 
attribution 

9. Quote from and 
summarize sources 
with attribution in 
APA  

9. Quote, summarize, 
and paraphrase 
from sources with 
attribution in APA 

9. Accurately quote, 
summarize, and 
paraphrase from 
sources with 
attribution in APA 

Fluency in 
Written 
Expression 

7. Freewrite at least 75 
words in 10 minutes 

8. Freewrite at least 
100 words in 10 
minutes 

10. Freewrite at least 150 
words in 10 minutes 

10. Freewrite at least 
200 words in 10 
minutes 

10. Freewrite at least 
250 words in 10 
minutes 

10. Freewrite at least 
300 words in 10 
minutes 
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Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs): Listening & Speaking 

Area of Proficiency Level 1 – 012  Level 2 – 022  Level 3 – 032  Level 4 – 042  Level 5 – 052  Level 6 – 062  

Listening 
Comprehension 

1. Identify the main 
idea of listening 
content on familiar 
topics 

2. Listen to answer 
questions about 
specific information 

1. Identify the topic, 
main ideas, and 
important details of 
listening content on 
familiar topics 

2. Listen to answer 
questions about 
specific information 

1. Identify the topic, 
main ideas, and 
important details of 
adapted or simple 
authentic familiar 
educational or 
professional listening 
content 

2. Listen to answer 
questions about 
specific information 

1. Identify the topic 
and thesis; and 
summarize the main 
ideas and important 
details of adapted or 
simple authentic 
educational or 
professional listening 
content 

2. Engage actively with 
listening content by 
taking notes 

1. Identify the explicit 
or implied thesis; 
and summarize 
main ideas, 
important details, 
and counter claims 
of simple authentic 
educational or 
professional 
listening content 

2. Engage actively with 
listening content by 
taking organized 
notes on main ideas 
and support 

1. Identify the explicit 
or implied thesis and 
tone; and summarize 
main ideas, 
important details, 
and counter claims 
of authentic 
educational or 
professional 
listening content 

2. Engage actively with 
academic lectures by 
taking organized 
notes on main ideas 
and support 

Effective 
academic 
interaction 

3. Form and respond 
to oral requests for 
personal 
information, 
preferences, and 
experiences 

3. Form and respond 
to oral requests for 
opinions and 
information on 
familiar topics in 
group discussions 

3. Describe a personal 
experience related to 
the topic in group 
discussions 

3. Effectively support a 
position with 
reasons, facts, or 
examples in group 
discussions 

3. Connect one’s 
communication to 
the ideas of others 
in group discussions 

3. Connect one’s 
communication to 
the ideas of others 
by agreeing, 
disagreeing, and 
conceding in group 
discussions  

Effective 
presentations 

4. Plan and deliver a 2-
3 minute 
informative talk on a 
familiar topic 

4. Plan and deliver a 3-
4 minute persuasive 
talk on a familiar 
topic 

4. Plan and deliver a 4-
5 minute descriptive 
talk on a familiar 
educational or 
professional topic 
with visuals 

4. Plan and deliver a 4-
5 minute informative 
talk on a familiar 
educational or 
professional topic 
with visuals 

4. Research, plan, and 
deliver a 5-minute 
persuasive talk on a 
familiar educational 
or professional topic 
using an outside 
source and visuals 

4. Research, plan, and 
deliver a group 
panel discussion on 
a familiar 
educational or 
professional topic 
using multiple 
outside sources 

Infographics in 
Oral 
Communication 

5. Describe the 
content of basic T-
charts and pie charts 

5. Describe the content 
of T-charts, pie 
charts and Venn 
diagrams 

5. Describe the 
information 
represented in charts 
and graphs 

5. Summarize the 
findings represented 
in charts, graphs, and 
timelines 

5. Describe trends in 
academic charts, 
timelines, or other 
visuals 

5. Use data from 
academic charts, 
timelines, or other 
visuals as support 

Fluency in 
Spoken 
Expression 

6. Speak spontaneously 
for 1 minute in 
response to a 
prompt on a familiar 
topic 

6. Speak spontaneously 
for 1.5 minutes in 
response to a 
prompt on a familiar 
topic 

6. Speak spontaneously 
and fluently for 2 
minutes in response 
to a prompt on a 
familiar topic 

6. Speak spontaneously 
and fluently on one 
topic for 2 minutes 
in response to a 
prompt on a familiar 
educational or 
professional topic 

6. Speak 
spontaneously in 
fluent and unified 
discourse for 2.5 
minutes in response 
to a prompt on a 
familiar educational 
or professional topic 

6. Speak spontaneously 
in fluent, unified, 
coherent discourse 
for 3 minutes in 
response to a 
prompt on a familiar 
educational or 
professional topic 
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Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs): Grammar 

Level 1 – 016  Level 2 – 026  Level 3 – 036  Level 4 – 046  Level 5 – 056  Level 6 – 066  
1. Describe people, places, 

and things with 
adjectives  

2. Make reference to nouns 
with subject and object 
pronouns  

3. Express belonging with 
possessive nouns and 
adjectives 

4. Express states with 
affirmative and negative 
be in statements and 
questions 

5. Express existence with 
there is/there are 

6. Express actions 
happening now and 
ongoing with present 
progressive and time 
expressions 

1. Compare people, places, 
and things with 
comparative and 
superlative adjectives 

2. Express general truths 
and habits with simple 
present, adverbs of 
frequency, and time 
expressions 

3. Express past events 
completed at specific 
times with regular and 
irregular verbs in simple 
past and time 
expressions 

4. Ask yes/no and wh- 
questions about present 
and past events and 
states 

 

1. Express past events 
completed and in 
progress with simple 
past and past progressive 

2. Describe past habits 
with used to and would 

3. Express relationships 
between present, past, 
and future events with 
adverb clauses of time 

4. Describe details of 
events with phrasal 
verbs  

5. Express requests and 
advice with modals 

1. Express events that 
happened at unspecified 
times in the past or that 
continue into the present 
with present perfect 

2. Express the length of 
present and past events 
with for/since phrases and 
time clauses 

3. Express future 
likelihood and present 
conclusions with modals 

4. Describe thoughts and 
activities with gerunds as 
subjects and objects 

5. Express attitudes and 
purpose with infinitives 
after verbs and adjectives 

1. Express relationships 
between two past events 
and two future events 
with past perfect and 
future perfect 

2. Identify and describe 
nouns with adjective 
clauses using subject, 
object, object of 
preposition, and whose 
relative pronouns 

3. Describe essential and 
nonessential information 
about nouns with 
identifying and non-
identifying adjective 
clauses 

4. Describe how someone 
is allowed, forced, or 
persuaded to do 
something with 
causatives 

1. Express thoughts, 
emotions, and indirect 
questions with that, wh-, 
and if/whether noun 
clauses 

2. Report others’ 
statements, advice, and 
questions with noun 
clauses and reporting 
verbs 

3. Use passives to 
emphasize results or 
recipients of action 

4. Express the results of 
unreal conditions, 
wishes, and regrets with 
unreal conditionals 

5. Demonstrate control of 
tense, aspect, and tense 
shifting in receptive and 
productive discourse 

 

  




