
 
Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) 

As required per federal guidelines Marian University’s SAP policy is at least as strict as our policy for students 
not receiving federal Title IV aid. Progress is measured by both a qualitative standard (cumulative GPA) and a 
maximum timeframe and credit hours attempted standard.  Progress is measured at the end of each semester, 
including summer.  

SAP Status 

 Warning Status – Status for a student who fails to meet SAP.  Students in this status are one semester 
 away from losing financial aid eligibility.  Students do remain eligible for aid while in this status. 

Suspension Status - Warning status students who fail to meet SAP standards the subsequent semester or 
 a qualifying student who has failed at least one half of their courses in a given semester.  
 Students are not eligible to receive aid while in this status.  Students may appeal this status. 

Probation Status – A student who has successful appealed a suspension status.  If at the end of the 
 probation status semester, the SAP standard is met, the student is considered in good standing 
 and continues to be eligible for aid.  If the SAP standard is not met, the student will be placed 
 back into suspension status.     

Students will be notified via letter if they are not making SAP requirements.  

Qualitative Standard 

   Undergraduate Programs 

Students will be placed in warning status if their cumulative GPA does not meet the guidelines below 
for credits enrolled:  

Undergraduate Undergraduate 
Total Credits Enrolled (includes A-F, S, U, P, FL, I, 
IP, and W grades, and advanced standing credits) 

Minimum Cumulative GPA 

Up to 17.999 
18.000 - 34.999 
35.000 - 51.999 
52 or more 

1.50 
1.75 
1.90 
2.00 

 

Students in warning status who raise their cumulative grade point average to or above the required GPA 
are removed from warning status.  Students on warning status who do not achieve the required cumulative grade 
point average after one payment period will be place in suspension status. 

After one semester of enrollment at Marian University, full-time students who fail in as much as one-
half or more of their subsequent semester credit hours in a given semester will be placed in suspension status. 
After one semester of enrollment at Marian University, part-time students who fail in as much as six or more 
credits for any subsequent 12 consecutive semester credit hours will be placed in suspension status. 



 
Students who fail to earn a “C” the second time they take a developmental course (COL 099, ENG 099, 

MAT 090, MAT 095) are place in suspension status based on the lack of academic progress.  Students who 
voluntarily withdraw from the university while in warning status, as well as those who are in suspension status, 
must have special permission to re-enroll, after a case has been made that the student is more likely to succeed. 

Students readmitted while on warning or suspension status are expected to meet the special terms 
indicated in their admission letter.  They will be evaluated for continuation at the university at the end of their 
first semester.  

   Graduate and Professional Programs 

 Students must maintain a cumulative grade point average equal to, or higher than, the standards set by 
the University. Failure to meet these standards will place students in a warning status. These requirements are:  

Graduate – Maintain a cumulative GPA of 3.0 with no course grade below a 2.33. 

Professional – Maintain a cumulative GPA of 2.0 with no course grade below 2.00 

Maximum timeframe and attempted credit hours: 

 Students must complete 2/3 of the cumulative credit hours they attempt.  Failure to meet this 
requirement will result in the student being placed in a warning status.  Failure to meet this requirement  the 
subsequent semester will result in the student being placed in a suspension status. 

 Students must also be making progress toward a degree.  To quantify progress toward a degree, Marian 
University sets a maximum timeframe in which you are expected to finish a program.  Accumulation of  excess 
hours results in not meeting timeframe standards. Excess units are defined below: 

Maximum Timeframe 

Undergraduate 150% program length (128 hours are needed to graduate, 192 is the  
maximum attempted hours allowed) 

Graduate & professional Monitored by graduate school & Student Promotions and 
Academic Progress Committee 

Change of Major 

For students who change majors, only coursework attempted and earned that is applicable to the new 
program of study is counted in the maximum timeframe. However, if you are appealing the cumulative grade 
point average requirement a change of major/degree is not an automatic appeal approval. Appeals for GPA on 
the basis of a change of major will be limited to one change of major. 

Repeat Coursework 

 Financial aid is available for the first repeat of any previously passed course.  Each attempt is factored 
into the timeframe and attempted credit hours standard. The last grade and credit replace the previous ones in 
computing the grade point average. A student who fails a repeated course for which they had received credit, 
forfeits the original grade and credit earned.  



 
Remedial Coursework 

 Students admitted into an eligible program at Marian University who take remedial courses may receive 
financial aid for a maximum of 30 attempted credits. A remedial course may be repeated only one time. 
Remedial courses attempted and grades earned in these courses are counted in the qualitative and quantitative 
academic progress measures. Advisors will work with students to make sure that a student is on track to 
graduate within 150 percent of program length along with the remedial coursework. 

Transfer Credits 

All accepted transfer credit hours that are applicable to the student's current degree or certificate 
program of study are subject to being counted for SAP purposes. Transfer credits accepted will be included 
when calculating the Quantitative Measure and the 150 percent maximum time frame. Transfer credits are not 
included in the GPA calculation.  

Incomplete Grades 

 Students who receive a grade of “I” in a course will have the course counted in the attempted credits, but 
will not count the course as earned credit for the SAP calculation. SAP will still be determined and calculated 
based on the current grades and will be reviewed and reevaluated once the final grade is updated.  

Second Degree 

 If a student has completed a previous degree and is now seeking a second degree they will still be held 
to the 150 % maximum timeframe, however, only the credits from the first degree which apply to the second 
degree will be counted as attempted hours. For a student pursing a second Bachelor’s degree all graded 
undergraduate courses count in the GPA calculation. 

Withdrawals 

 All courses a student withdraws from and earns the grade of “W” are considered attempted, but not 
earned. Withdrawn courses will be included in determining the SAP calculations for the Quantitative Measure 
and the 150% maximum timeframe, but will not be included in the Qualitative Measure. 

Appeal Process 

 Students who lose aid eligibility because they are not meeting SAP cumulative GPA or attempted credit 
hour standards may regain eligibility by submitting a Marian University Financial Aid Appeal Form.  This form 
provides a non-exhaustive list of circumstances for which a student may appeal.  A student who successfully 
appeals their suspension status will be placed on probation status for one semester.  If the student meets the SAP 
standards at the end of the probation status semester, they are removed from probation status and considered in 
good standing for SAP.  If a student does not meet the SAP standards at the end of their probation status 
semester, they will be placed back in suspension status and must subsequently meet the standard(s) in order to 
regain aid eligibility. Students can regain eligibility any semester once they meet the standards of Satisfactory 
Academic Progress by having 2.00 cumulative GPA, 67 percent completion rate, and not exceeding their 150 
percent of their program plan. 

If a student with an approved appeal is determined to be unable to meet SAP in one payment period; the student 
will be placed on probation and an academic plan will be developed for the student. The student will be 



 
evaluated after one payment plan to determine if the student is meeting the requirements of the academic plan 
and or is now meeting SAP.  

Appeals decisions will be determined by the information presented on the appeal form and any supporting 
documentation provided. Unusual and or mitigating circumstances such as illness, family catastrophe and other 
conditions beyond your control which have had an influence on your academic performance, may be considered 
in the evaluation process.   

If a student’s appeal is denied notification will be sent via letter to the student with an explanation of how they 
can regain eligibility. If you are allowed to enroll at Marian University during any subsequent semester, you 
must do so at your own expense until you once again meet the SAP criteria or submit an SAP Appeal that’s 
approved. You may wish to consider applying for other types of financial aid, such as alternative/private loans. 

Even during periods when you are not receiving financial aid due to suspension progress will still be measured 
by both a qualitative standard (cumulative GPA) and a maximum timeframe and credit hours attempted 
standard.  Progress will be evaluated again at the end of the subsequent semester. 

 


