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19th ANNUAL 
CENTRAL STATES REGIONAL ETHICS BOWL
 AT MARIAN UNIVERSITY
November 11, 2017
I. Format

The 19th Annual Central States Regional Ethics Bowl will take place on Saturday, November 11, 2017 on the campus of Marian University, Indianapolis, IN.  Teams will be able to check-in at the Mother Theresa Hackelmeier Library from 7:00 a.m.–7:30 a.m. Three sets of matches will take place in the morning, with two teams competing against one another in each match. Following the 3rd match we will break for lunch and team pictures.  Once scoring is completed the awards ceremony will take place.  See schedule.  
Please note that to be eligible to be a feeder competition to the Intercollegiate Ethics Bowl, regional competitions must conform to the rules of the IEB, but otherwise regions are solely responsible for the organizing and conducting their bowls.
II. Schedule

	   Time
	Activity

	7:00 - 8:00
	Registration and Refreshments

	            7:30-8:00
	Judges and Moderators Training

	8:00
	Judge Pictures 

	8:10 – 8:35
	Welcome and Opening Remarks

	8:45 – 9:55
	Match One

	10:10 – 11:20
	Match Two

	 11:35 – 12:45
	Match Three

	1:00 – 1:45
	Buffet or Boxed Lunch

	 1:45 – 2:15
	Team Pictures

	 2:30-3:00
	Awards Ceremony


III. Rules
A. Procedural Rules

In each match, a Moderator will read a brief summary of the chosen case and present the team’s question.  The case will be chosen from a set of cases posted at http://appe-ethics.org/cases-rules-and-guidelines/.    The moderator will then provide both the teams and the judges with a copy of the full case. The matches will then proceed as follows:   
	Activity
	Time Limit

	Team 1 confers about the Moderator’s question.
	2 minutes

	Team 1 responds to the Moderator’s question.
	7 minutes

	Team 2 confers about Team 1’s response.
	1 minute

	Opposing Team 2 comments on Team 1’s response (does not have to contradict response).
	5 minutes

	Team 1 confers on opposing Team 2’s comments. 
	1 minute

	Team 1 responds to opposing Team 2. 
	5 minutes

	Judges confer about question to Team 1.
	1 minute

	Judge’s questions to Team 1 and team’s response. 
	10 minutes

	Judges score Team 1’s response and opposing Team 2’s comments.
	

	Teams reverse roles.
	

	Judges evaluate Team 2’s response and opposing Team 1’s comments.
	As above

	Judges announce scores for both teams.
	


Each judge is limited to one question and one follow-up until all judges have had an opportunity to ask a question.  If time remains after each judge has had an opportunity to ask a question, then judges may ask a team additional questions. Prior to the beginning of the 10 minute question session, judges are allowed one minute to confer.   Different team members may respond to the questions of different judges. Teams may huddle briefly to discuss their answers to the judges’ questions.  Moderators should remind teams to be aware of the time they use by conferring amongst themselves before responding to a question.  Moderators will give judges a five minute and a three minute warning.

Teams can be any size but only five (5) or fewer can be active participants at any time.  Substitutions cannot be made once the initial five or fewer are seated and ready for action. Substitutions CANNOT be made once the case is announced. Team members must be undergraduates (see the regional rules for eligibility details below). Any student who leaves the table during a match cannot return to the table until the case being discussed at the time they have left is no longer being discussed. Once the chosen team members are seated at the beginning of the round, no changes to the team composition may be made for the duration of the entire round.


During competition books and notes will not be allowed, however, scrap paper to jot down thoughts is permissible. The teams will be given a copy of the case and the question to which they must respond. Teams should wait to use the scratch paper until the case has been announced. Students are permitted to pass notes to one another at any point. At the halfway point in a match teams will be instructed by the moderator to clear notes taken during the first half of the match from the table, and placed out of sight of all participants.
During competition, teams are allowed to use their own timers with these restrictions:

· The teams must understand that their personal timers are never official – only the moderator keeps official time.

· The timers cannot be any device that stores data or connects to the internet (iPhones, etc.).
· Teams may not time opposing teams.

· As much as they can, teams should try to use timers in an unobtrusive fashion (turning off beepers or turning down the volume when possible, not setting too many alarms, etc.).  This is intended as a recommendation rather than a strict rule.

During each part of the competition teams have the option of requesting time warnings. If the team requests time warnings, they will receive one warning with three minutes remaining and one warning at one minute remaining. Teams are not permitted to request any other time warnings.

During each team’s conferral period, the other team may also confer, but should be conscious of not being a distraction; the moderator will enforce this at their discretion.

B.  Scoring Rules

Teams are scored on clarity and intelligibility, identification and discussion of central ethical issues, and deliberative thoughtfulness.  Scores are presented after each round.

	
	Initial Presentation
	30 Total Points

	Clarity and Intelligibility
	Was the presentation clear and systematic?  Regardless of whether or not you agree with the conclusion, did the team give a coherent argument in a clear and succinct manner?


	1-10

	Identification and Discussion of Central Moral Dimensions
	Did the team’s presentation clearly identify and thoroughly discuss the central ethical dimensions of the case?


	1-10

	Deliberative Thoughtfulness
	Did the team’s presentation indicate both awareness and thoughtful consideration of different viewpoints, including especially those that would loom large in the reasoning of individuals who disagree with the team’s position?


	1-10

	
	Response to Opposing Team’s Commentary
	10 Total Points

	Response to commentary
	How did the team respond to the opposing team’s commentary?


	1-10

	
	Response to Judges’ Questions
	10 Total Points

	Response to questions


	How did the team respond to the judges’ questions?


	1-10

	
	Commentary on Opposing Team’s Presentation
	10 Total Points

	Fair, accurate, and thoughtful commentary on presenting team’s arguments
	Did the commentary team give a fair and accurate representation of the presenting team’s argument and present a thoughtful commentary on the argument?
	1 – 10         


Scoring of Matches:   Judges will receive one score sheet for both Team One and Team Two for the entire match.  All scores for Team One will be recorded in the left-hand column; all scores for Team Two will be recorded in the right-hand column. 
Rules in Cases of Disqualification

In the event that a team is found to be in violation of the IEB or CSREB rules regarding eligibility or conduct in a match:

1. All decisions regarding whether a violation of a rule of conduct (as spelled out in the 2017-2018 IEB Championship “Procedural Rules” and “Rules for Acceptable Behavior”) warrants disqualifying a team from the competition will be at the discretion of the CSREB organizer. So, less severe violations like timing another team may not necessarily result in a disqualification, while more severe violations like sneaking in outside notes might. In all such cases, the decision of the CSREB organizer will be final.

2. A team will be in violation of the IEB regional “Rule for Student Eligibility” (2017-2018 IEB Regional Rules, page 1) in a match if and only if that team seats an ineligible team member and the ineligible team member is not removed before the first case is announced in that match.

3. The team in violation of the rules will compete in the remaining matches of the competition, although any team member who was in violation of the rules regarding conduct or eligibility will not be permitted to compete in any subsequent rounds of the competition.

4. The team in violation of the rules will be disqualified from eligibility for a trophy or place on the podium (i.e., recognition for the top three teams), nor will that team be eligible for a bid from the CSREB to the IEB national championship.

5. The CSREB ranks teams on the basis of aggregate points. In the case of ties, factors like win-loss records, point differentials and total judges awarding wins are used to break ties. If a team is found to be in violation of the rules in a given match, and the opposing team finds itself in a tiebreaker scenario, those tiebreaking factors will be handled as follows:

a. The team that opposed the disqualified team will be awarded a win in the match, regardless of the judges’ scoring of the match.

b. The opposing team will be ruled to be ahead on two out of three judges’ scorecards, or the actual number of judges’ scorecards on which the team was ahead in the match’s original scoring, whichever is greater. (In other words, no team will be penalized in terms of number of judges’ scorecards on which it was leading, as a result of facing a disqualified team.)

c. Likewise, the opposing team will be awarded a point differential of 0 or the actual point differential in the match, whichever is greater.

d. Teams competing against disqualified teams will not have their point totals adjusted as a result of facing a disqualified team. (In other words, aggregate scores are unaffected by facing a disqualified team.)

6. If a team is disqualified from the podium or from advancement to nationals solely because the team seated an ineligible team member in a match (i.e., if the violation in question was an infraction of the IEB regional “Rule for Student Eligibility”), and additional matches remain in the competition, then that disqualified team will seat a team composed only of eligible team members. In any such subsequent matches in which the disqualified team seats an eligible team, the rules in section 5 above regarding tiebreaker scenarios will not apply. (In other words, if the disqualified team removes its ineligible team member(s) in subsequent matches after the ineligible team member(s) is/are identified and removed, those subsequent matches will proceed and be scored as normal.)

7. If, on the other hand, a team is found to be in sufficiently severe violation of a rule of conduct (e.g., receiving any form of extra assistance not permitted by the rules, such as outside notes) to warrant a disqualification, then the specific team members found to be in violation will be removed from the competition, and the procedures in section 5 regarding tiebreaker scenarios will be in effect for opposing teams that face such a disqualified team in all subsequent rounds.

Here’s how to use the score sheet:

Round 1:  

1. In the section labeled “Team One Presentation” on the left side of the score sheet, record three scores (out of 10 for each score) for each criteria for Team One’s presentation (see criteria above); record the total presentation score (out of 30) at #1 “Total Team One Presentation.”

2. Record Team Two’s commentary score (out of 10) in #2. “Team Two Commentary” on the right side of the score sheet.  Criteria for evaluation are on the score sheet. 

3. Record the score (out of 10) for Team One’s response to commentary in #3 “Team One Response to Commentary” on the left side of the score sheet.  
4. Record the score (out of 10) for Team One’s response to judges in #4 “Team One Response to Commentary” on the left side of the score sheet.

Round 2 will be conducted in the same way with Team Two presenting.  
Final Scoring:

· After each match, each team receives four (4) scores from each judge:

· one (1) from case presentation,  

· one (1) from responses to the opposing team 

· one (1) from responses to judges’ questions, 

·  and one (1) from commentary on the opposing team’s presentation.

· Judges will announce the four scores for each team at the end of the match, with a total of twelve (12) scores for each team in each match.  

· The moderator will add up the 12 scores and the team with the highest score out of 60 points wins the match.  

· The scorekeeper will record the judges’ four scores for each team for each match so that at the end of the competition, each team has a total of thirty-six (36) scores based on their case presentation, commentary, and response to commentary (4 scores x 3 judges x 3 matches).

The final competition score for each team is determined by dropping the highest and lowest of each set of scores (i.e., presentation; commentary; response to commentary; and judges’ questions), then totaling the remaining scores. 

The teams are ranked from highest to lowest total score, with the winner scoring the highest.  In the event of a tie, the tie-breaker policy below will be used to determine the winner.  Prizes for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners will be presented during the awards ceremony.  Usually, Central States receives 4 to 5 bids to nationals, which are awarded to the 4 or 5 schools with the highest total scores.  If a school has more than one team in the competition and both teams come in between first and third, the team with the highest score wins the prize. 
Tie-Breaker Policy:  In the case of a tie, the following procedure will be followed.  

1. Head-to-head record (i.e., adjusted score)     
2. Unadjusted score (i.e., no highs or lows dropped)

3. Point differential

4. Match wins

5. Match ties     

6. Wins on a per-judge basis

7. Ties on a per-judge basis

8. Random

Rule on Appeals and Certification of Regional Bowl Results

A.
If a coach of a team believes there to have been an error that resulted in a change in the standings that impacts advancing to a later round of a regional competition, the coach needs to bring that to the attention of the moderator or rules official for the regional immediately. Once the next round of competition begins, the results of the preceding round become official.

B.
If, after the competition is over, a coach discovers an error that (a) directly impacts the teams qualifying for the IEB, and (b) can be corrected in an unambiguous fashion, then the coach may notify the rules official for the region within one week of the end of the competition.

C.
If, during that same time period, the organizers of a regional realize a mistake was made impacting the teams that would qualify to the IEB, they will notify the region of the change of qualifying teams.

D.
The announcement of the teams that will qualify from a region to the IEB are unofficial for the week following the competition and become official after that week, unless there is a change based on the above."
D.  Policy on Third Teams
Schools with third teams may not displace any schools with one or two teams that want to compete.  Schools that want to bring a third team to the CSREB should contact the regional host.  Decisions on third teams will be made at the discretion of the host on a first-come, first-served basis after the registration deadline.
E.  Rules for Acceptable Behavior

The moderator is in charge of the room. Should any problem arise that indicates unacceptable behavior (see below), the moderator should attempt to address it. Should that become impossible or if the issue is very serious, the designated disputes official should be called in and a time-out must begin, until the issue is resolved.
The person to handle disputes at the competition will officially be known as “Disputes Official.”

Examples of unacceptable behaviors include: a) Coaches communicating with students excessively while a match is in progress. Note that a simple smile or nod is not inappropriate. b) Coaches acting demonstrably to potentially distract the opposing team (e.g., rolling eyes or shaking one’s head while the other team speaks). The degree of demonstrability should be taken into consideration. c) Judges berating students. d) Students (audience and team members) being loud during opposing team’s presentation and discussion. e) Foul, graphic or insulting language by any/all parties. f) Any behavior that might be construed by a reasonable person as sexual harassment is unacceptable.

F.  Taping Rules
Teams are allowed to tape any round, but (1) must secure permission from the other team prior to the round, and (2) must do so in a fashion that is not disruptive to any of the participants. The organizers of the competition will be responsible for taping the final round.
G.  Sponsor Rule
Every team participating in the Central States Regional Ethics Bowl must have a sponsor from their school who is either (1) a regular faculty member or (2) either an adjunct instructor or graduate student who is authorized by the school to sponsor a team. There is no requirement that that the sponsor travel with the team to competitions. The person listed as ‘sponsor’ on the registration for the Intercollegiate Ethics Bowl Championship is considered to be responsible for decisions relating to the team and is understood to represent the school in all matters related to the team. This person is responsible for ensuring all members of the team are eligible to compete and for accepting or rejecting the team’s invitation to the IEB Championship. Teams without sponsorship may petition the APPE IEB Subcommittee for permission to compete. Said petition must explain why they are unable to obtain school sponsorship.  
H.  Feedback and Spirit Rules
On the back of the Judge’s score sheet is a place for Judges to provide feedback to the teams. This is optional, and will be contingent upon time factors. There is also a place for judges to enter Spirit Points. Spirit Points reflect the judges' assessment of the extent to which each team's presentation embodied the spirit of the ethics bowl competition (in particular with respect to civility).  Each judge decides this score on his/her own on a five-point scale and the scores are to be displayed at the end of the round along with the other points. Spirit Points are not part of a team’s total score, and are not a factor in determining which team wins the match; they are just there to provide feedback.

Time permitting (for up to 5 minutes after a match) students may ask questions of the judges on their performance and for constructive criticism. Students are not permitted to argue with the judges about their scores or to berate them. 

IV. Nationals

A. Rules for School Eligibility

A school may send more than two teams to a regional bowl only under the following conditions: 1) the regional competition organizers approve, and 2) schools with fewer teams are not denied participation. There is no longer a distinction between linked and unlinked teams. A school may earn at most one bid to nationals in a given year. Teams at nationals must be composed entirely of eligible students (see the Rules for Student Eligibility), but need not be composed of students who participated in the regional competition in which the bid was earned.
B. Rules for Student Eligibility

Members of a school's team at the national competition must have been undergraduates at the time of the regional competition in which the school qualified for the national competition. Where "undergraduate" is defined for the purposes of the Ethics Bowl as "someone who is enrolled at the time of the regional competition and has never been enrolled in a graduate program that is not a joint graduate/undergraduate program, such as a joint BA/MA program." Students who are not enrolled at the time of the national competition due to academic disciplinary reasons imposed by their school, such as suspension, expulsion, etc., are not eligible to compete at the national competition. Students who have received a bachelor’s degree by the time of the regional ethics bowl competition are not eligible to participate in a regional ethics bowl with the following exception: students who received a bachelor’s degree within the past year and are currently enrolled in another bachelor’s program will be allowed to compete.
C. Participation in Multiple Ethics Bowls

Teams may compete in more than one regional bowl, provided: a) this will not displace other teams who wish to compete and, b) they declare in advance which bowl they wish to use for the purposes of qualification for the national bowl. Therefore, every team must specify at the time of registration for each bowl whether they will be using this regional to qualify for the national bowl. If not, then they may be assigned a lower priority for acceptance to insure the maximum numbers of teams who wish to advance have a chance to do so.
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