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Michaela Farm irnv Oldenburg;
Indiona Earng Ruvral

Preservationw Award

The Sisters of St.
Francis in Oldenburg,
Indiana, founders of the
school that is now
Marian University, have
been honored for com-
bining progressive farm
practices with historic
preservation at their 300-
acre Michaela Farm.
This year's Rural Preser-
vation Award from His-
toric Landmarks Founda-
tion of Indiana and the
Indiana Farm Bureau
was presented to the
Sisters for their progres-
sive farm practices, in-
cluding use of solar
power and other alterna-
tive energy sources; the
continued preservation of
a 100-year-old barn, two
brick farmhouses, and a
brick pump station, and
use of a reservoir built in
1906 that provides water
for irrigation and animals.

The Sisters of St.
Francis marked the
100th anniversary of the
completion of their his-
toric brick barn at
Michaela Farm with a
dinner and dance cele-
bration on June 20. The
dinner included locally
grown produce and
Michaela-farm-raised
beefalo entrees. Atten-
dees learned the history
of the farm, as well as
plans for continued pro-

gress in alternative en-
ergy sources. The Sis-
ters lead by example
and promote the ideol-
ogy of Saint Francis of
Assisi by providing
much of their own food
and promoting local
growers.

According to Con-
gregational Minister Sis-
ter Barbara Piller, “The
farm is part of the heri-
tage of the Sisters of St.
Francis. It supported
the early Sisters by be-
ing their food
source. The Sisters
remember the cows on
the hills, hearing the
mooing and hauling the
milk cans back to the
dairy every night. They
also remember the on-
ion flavored butter and
milk when cows got into
the wild onions. They
remember the hogs and
the fresh sau-
sage. They dug pota-
toes, picked berries and
fruits galore. Many of
our Sisters came from
the farms in the area
and still have the ‘farm
gene’ alive and well in
them. We believe that
all Franciscans have a
fond place in their
hearts for all creation. It
behooves us to value
that which we have and
to use it lightly for the

time that it is ours to
have it."

In 1854, the newly
formed religious com-
munity of the Sisters of
St. Francis acquired 40
acres of land so that
they could provide for
the orphans and stu-
dents under their care.
The farm allowed the
Sisters to afford to run
the Oldenburg Acad-
emy, out of which
Marian University was
born. According to Sis-
ter Piller, “From 1854
until the present day,
the farm has gone from
40 acres to as many as
500 acres. Currently
there are about 300
acres, consisting of
about 100 acres of
woods, 100 acres of
pastures and 100 acres
which are fallow or
buildings sites."

We congratulate
the Sisters of Saint
Francis on their accom-
plishments and for
earning this award. For
more information on the
Oldenburg order, visit
http://
oldenburgfrancis-
cans.org/. Michaela
farm information is
available at http://
oldenburgfrancis-
cans.org/farm.html.
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Teacher Tips:
From “A to Z Teacher
Stuff,” found at :
http://www.atozteache
rstuff.com/

File Folder Atten-
dance and Lunch
Count
“| take two white file
folders and decorate
one with a "lunch tray"
and the other with a
"bag lunch." | hang
them over the edge of
our sign in table. Each
day the child is re-
quired to find their
name/photo card and
put it in the pocket. It
tells me quickly who
has done attendance,
and what they are
having for lunch.®
Submitted by: Angela
Bauer, Kindergarten
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~hedule of Eventy

Fall is
Approaching!

e "
SUN | MON | TUE | WED | THU | FRI | SAT '
® ‘ ‘
) . [©]
1 2 3 4 5 ©
School Classes at | Classes at | Classes at V September 4 — Henry
with Marian Marian Marian Hudson discovered the is-
¥::éﬁ;r 8am-4pm | 8am-4pm [ 8am-noon land of Manhattan, 1609
V September 6— Read a
6 |7 |8 |o |10 |11 |12 | BeokDay |
Labor School Classes at | Classes at | Classes at | Part-Time |V September 7— Brazil Inde-
Day with Marian Marian Marian Classes pendence Day
¥::ég;r 8am-4pm | 8am-4pm | 8am-noon V September 8— Interna-
tional Literacy Day
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 V September 12— Mid-
Autumn Festival, China
School School Classes at | Classes at | Classes at .
with with Marian Marian Marian V September 16— Mexican
Mentor Mentor 8am-4pm |8am-4pm | 8am-noon Independence Day
T h T h
cacher cacher V September 17— Constitu-
tion Day, USA
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 Y
School  |School  |cl t |cl t |cl ¢ |partrime |V September 18— Rosh Ha-
choo choo asses a asses a asses a art-Time
with with Marian Marian Marian Classes shanah starts
Mentor Mentor 8am-4pm | 8am-4pm | 8am-noon V September 20— Interna-
Teacher | Teacher tional Student Day
V September 22— Mali’s In-
27 28 29 30 dependence Day
fvﬁuoo' \?victzo"' ﬁ':ﬁ:ﬁs at V September 24 — Jim
Mentor Mentor 8am-4pm Henson (muppeteer) born,
Teacher | Teacher 1936

September Festivals!

JCB NeighborFEST!: September 3, 2009 in Columbus, Indiana

Summer concerts featuring regional entertainment. Food, beer and wine available. Concert is free. Hours 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
For more information, contact Donna Stouder at dstouder@artsincolumbus.org or 812.376.2539, or visit
www.artsincolumbus.org.

Canaan Fall Festival & Pony Express Mail-Run Celebration: September 11 - 13, 2009 in Canaan, Indiana,

Activities include: parade, music, games and contests for children including frog jumping, pedal pull, pony rides, Chief White-
eye painting contest, Little Papoose baby contest, food, flea market, museum tours, antique tractors, outdoor church service
on Sunday morning. Hours: Friday Noon - 10:00 pm; Saturday 8:00 am - 10:00 pm; Sunday 9:00 am — 5:00 pm. For more
information, contact Gale Ferris at hankins1@seidata.com or 812.839.4770, or visit www.visitmadison.org.

Trail of Courage Living History Festival: September 19 & 20, 2009 in Rochester, Indiana

Pre-1840 events held on the banks of the Tippecanoe River. Festival depicts frontier life with historic encampments. Foods
cooked over wood fire, 2 stages with music and dance, canoe rides, traditional crafts, cannon demo, frontier blab school,
post office, muzzle loading and shooting, storytelling, Indian dances, tram rides and free parking. Hours: Saturday 10:00 am
— 6:00 pm; Sunday 10:00 am — 4:00 pm; Admission $6.00 adults; $4.00 children; five and under free. For more information,
contact Melinda Clinger at fchs@rtcol.com or 574.223.4436, or visit http://icss.net/~fchs.
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Cuwlture Corner: Hispanic Heritage Montiv

This month’s Culture Corner arti-
cle was contributed by Jennifer Plum-
ley, a cohort 7 intern.

September 15 through Oc-
tober 15 is National Hispanic
Heritage Month. It is an annual
celebration to recognize the
important contributions of His-
panic and Latin Americans to
the history of the United
States. It is a time when Amer-
ica celebrates the culture and
traditions of U.S. residents who
trace their roots to Spain, Mex-
ico, and the Spanish-speaking
nations of Central America,
South America, and the Carib-
bean. The observation began
in 1968 under President Lyn-
don Johnson as Hispanic Heri-
tage Week. In 1988, President
Ronald Regan expanded the
celebration to cover a 30-day
period starting September 15
and ending October 15. It was
enacted into law on August 17,
1988 on the approval of Public
Law 100-402. September 15 is
the anniversary of independ-
ence for five Latin American
countries: Costa Rica, El Sal-
vador, Guatemala, Honduras,
and Nicaragua. In addition,
Mexico declared its independ-
ence on September 16 and
Chile on September 18.

Many Hispanic people have
made numerous contributions to
America’s society and influenced
her communities through paths
such as the arts, politics, and
law. Hispanic culture reflects a
strong commitment to family,
love of country, and respect of
others. According to the U.S.
Census Bureau, more than 44
million people (14 percent of the
population) in the United States
are of Hispanic origin. The His-
panic culture contributes to
American life while preserving
the unique customs and tradi-
tions of their ancestors that are
reflected in their art, music, food,
and faiths.

Teaching about Hispanic
heritage will help build the self-
esteem and the pride of those
who are Hispanic. It is important
to teach one’s heritage in the
classroom. According to Multi-
cultural Education: Issues and
Perspectives (Banks and Banks,
1992), it is essential that all stu-
dents learn to understand the
ethnic diversity that is our coun-
try. Integrating the cultures in
the social studies classroom
helps develop “ethnic literacy” in
all students. Developing ethnic
literacy fosters pride in one’s
own culture and a respect for the

uniqueness of the others.

From September 15 to
October 15, the focal point
of many classroom activi-
ties will be teaching the
contributions of Hispanic
Americans. The website
http://
www.educationworld.com/
a_lesson/lesson/
lesson023.shtml has phe-

nomenal activities to incorpo-
rate into the classroom. The
activities range from writing
biographies on famous His-
panics to U.S. geography.
Did you know that many U.S.
place names are derived
from the Spanish language?
For example, Arizona, Colo-
rado, Florida, and Montana
are all derived from the
Spanish language. Another
fantastic website for activities
in the classroom is http://
www.infoplease.com/spot/
hhm1.html. This website has
crosswords, quizzes, and
much more.

Enjoy the celebration of
Hispanic Heritage Month
while paying tribute to the
wonderful Hispanic Culture.
Celebrar! For more informa-
tion on this holiday and cele-
bration activities, see the fol-
lowing websites:

http://www.fldoe.org/Just
ForTeachers/hhm.asp

http://teacher.scholastic.c
om/activities/hispanic/index.h
tm

http://www.homeschoolle
arning.com/units/unit_09-13-

01.shtml
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Readers, this is your newsletter.
We welcome any contributions
you wish to make. If you have a
news item, a suggestion or a
correction, please contact Jenny
M. Witcher by phone or email. If
you are a mentor or student and
would like to volunteer to be pro-
filed in subsequent issues, or if
you would like to contribute a
“Teacher Tip,” please contact
Jenny, Patricia Stewart or Cheryl
Hertzer. Thank you for your in-
terest and participation!

Marian University
Masterds Bridge

Creating a Pathway for New Teachers . .

Increasing Achievement of All Learnerl

Now Showing at

Indianapolis Civic Theatre:

EVITA

Playing September 116 27, 2009, Thu. 7pm, Fri. & Sat. 8pm, Sun.
2pm. For more information and to purchase tickets, call 923-4597 or
visit the web site at http://www.civictheatre.org/. Indianapolis Civic

Theatre is located on the Marian College campus at 3200 Cold Spring

Road.

InternwProfile: Poauwmv Bauer

Pam Bauer is a
cohort 8 intern in the
part-time program.
Pam earned her
bachelor’s degree in
Therapeutic Recrea-
tion, with a minor in
Psychology. She has
worked as a Child
Life Specialist at both
Riley Hospital for
Children and St. Vin-
cent Children’s Hos-
pital. She is currently
working as a special
education assistant at
Center Grove Middle
School, which she
loves!

Pam says that
she chose to be a
teacher because, “I
love working with

¢ ochifdren. | amex-

n

cited to have the op-
portunity to encour-

age and motivate
children in my class-
room. | love to see
kids get excited about
learning something
new. | really want to
include all children
and make sure each
child is given the op-
portunity to shine.”
Pam chose
Marian’s Master’s
Bridge to Teaching
program because it
aligned with her
needs in more than
one way: “I looked
into many programs
and this one fit my
needs and lifestyle.
The program’s phi-
losophy is one that |
believe in, and |
wouldn’t be able to
put this much time
and energy into
something if | didn’t.”
Pam'’s philosophy
of teaching is still in
its formation, but she
used several words
to describe its foun-
dation: “Respect,

inclusion, enthusi-
asm, compassion,
making learning fun
and exciting.” As far
as being a student
herself, Pam said, “I
can’t express how
excited | am to gain
as much knowledge
as | possibly can.
The topics are very
interesting to me and
| cannot wait to dive
into them. | am also
looking forward to
getting to know the
other members of my
cohort and helping
each other get the
most out of our edu-
cation.”

We welcome
Pam and wish her the
best as she makes
this important jour-
ney!
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