
Indianapolis Civic 
Theatre is located on 
Marian University’s 
campus in Marian Hall.  
Credited with being the 
longest continually op-
erating community thea-
tre in the United States, 
Civic Theatre stages a 
full season of exciting 
productions every year, 
as well as offering a va-
riety of educational op-
portunities for children, 
adults, and the commu-
nity. 

The Little Theatre 
Society of Indiana was 
founded in 1914 as the 
first volunteer theatre in 
Indianapolis.  It was 
housed at Herron Art 
Institute where it de-
buted four short plays 
on October 30, 1915.  
As productions became 
more numerous, a new, 
more accommodating 
facility was built at 19th 
and Alabama in 1925.  
Hoosier author Booth 
Tarkington was a fre-
quent contributor to the 
theatre’s work, and the 
official name was 
changed to the Booth 
Tarkington Civic Thea-
tre of Indianapolis, 
though it has always 
been most commonly 
referred to as Civic 
Theatre. 

Having survived 
the depression and 
both world wars, Civic 
Theatre was honored 
with a brand new facil-
ity at the Indianapolis 
Museum of Art in 1973.  
By 1978, a complete 
restructuring of the or-
ganization, including a 
full-time staff, board of 
directors and an edu-
cation director, was 
completed to ensure 
the theatre’s continued 
longevity.  New pro-
grams were added, 
such as Studio C, 
which allowed local 
artists to create experi-
mental Theatre, and 
Kid Connection, which 
allowed actors to pre-
sent educational plays 
in classrooms through-
out Indiana.  

Junior Civic is an 
ongoing educational 
program that intro-
duces the concept of 
story to children from 
preschool through 
grade six.  The pro-
gram also offers a vari-
ety of classes for mid-
dle school and high 
school aged children, 
as well as the opportu-
nity to act on stage.  
Musical theatre train-
ing, summer day 
camps, and acting 

classes are among the 
variety of educational 
opportunities available. 

Civic Theatre 
moved to its newest 
home in the beautifully 
renovated facility at 
Marian University in 
2004.  The theatre 
space was originally 
constructed in 1940 
and had never been 
updated.  The nearly 
two million dollar reno-
vation added an or-
chestra pit, an HVAC 
system, and an all-
around improved thea-
tre experience for pa-
trons.  Besides the 
physical benefits, the 
presence of Civic on 
Marian’s campus has 
enriched its own arts 
and theatre programs 
in many ways. 

For information on 
Civic Theatre’s 
Mainstage produc-
tions, tickets, audi-
tions, volunteer and 
educational opportuni-
ties, visit the website 
at www.civictheatre.org/.  
Read more about 
Marian’s arts initiative 
and its partnership 
with Civic Theatre at 
http://www.marian.edu/
MakeHistory/Documents/
MHsheet_Arts07%

20Final.pdf.  See you at 
the theatre! 

Indianapolis Civic Theatre:  

From Herron to Marian  
Teacher Tips:  

From ―A to Z Teacher 
Stuff,ò found at : 

http://www.atozteacher
stuff.com/  

 

Class Puzzle  

 
―During the first week 
of school I have my 
class create a puzzle. I 
cut a poster up and 
give each student a 
piece of the puzzle. (Be 
sure to put a dot in one 
of the corners so that 
you know which side is 
up.) The students put 
their name on it and 
decorate it. Then as a 
class we put the puzzle 
together on a bulletin 
board. This is great for 
problem solving and 
cooperative learning. 
Every year the kids 
love it.‖ 

Submitted by Cheryl 
Pauly  
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August Festivals!  

 
Schweizer Fest in Tell City, Indiana, August 5 -8:  Schweizer Fest is an outdoor street festival with live entertainment, ten-
nis tournament, craft market, beer garden, wine tasting garden, food and carnival rides. Free admission. Hours: Noon – Mid-
night.  For more information, contact Bev Minto at perrycountycvb@psci.net or 888-343-6262. 

Herb Fest in Wabash, Indiana. August 15 :  This festival is held at the Historic Paradise Spring Park overlooking the Wa-
bash River.  The event includes herb & garden related items, free seminars, herb walks, garden tours off-site and the Kunkle 
car show at the Honeywell Center.  A tram will transport visitors between events.  Hours: 9:00 am – 3:00 pm, free admission.  
For more information, contact Kris Moore at r.k.moore@comcast.net or 260.563.6682. 

Spencerville Covered Bridge Festival in Spencerville, Indiana, August 20 - 22:  Showcasing the only covered bridge in 
DeKalb County, this festival features crafts, lots of food, children's activities, live entertainment, an auction, and featuring 
"Mayberry Memories" with Barney, Gomer and their car.  Hours: Friday 3:00-9:00 pm; Saturday 7:00 am – 9:00 pm, free ad-
mission.  For more information, contact Roberta Carnahan at coffinlady@aol.com or 260.238.4532, or visit Spencerville Cov-
ered Bridge Festival.   

Schedule of Events   

Itõs Back to  

School Time!!  

V August 2  — National 
Friendship Day 

V August 4  — Barack 
Obama born, 1961 

V August 6 — Independence 
Day, Jamaica 

V August 9 — International 
Art Appreciation Day 

V August 11 — Independ-
ence Day, Chad 

V August 15 — Independ-
ence Day, India 

V August 17 — Davy Crock-
ett born, 1786 

V August 21 — State Day, 
Hungary 

V August 22 — National 
Tooth Fairy Day 

V August 23 — Mexico 
gained its independence 
from Spain, 1821 

V August 24 — Mt. Vesuvius 
erupted, burying Pompeii, 
AD 79 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

      1 

2 3 
School with 
Mentor 
Teacher 

4 
School with 
Mentor 
Teacher 

5 
School with 
Mentor 
Teacher 

6 
School with 
Mentor 
Teacher 

7 
School 
with Men-
tor 

8 

9 10 
School with 
Mentor 
Teacher 

11 
School with 
Mentor 
Teacher 

12 
School with 
Mentor 
Teacher 

13 
School with 
Mentor 
Teacher 

14 
School 
with Men-
tor 

15 

16 17 
School with 
Mentor 
Teacher 

18 
School with 
Mentor 
Teacher 

19 
Classes at 
Marian  
8am-4pm 

20 
Classes at 
Marian  
8am-4pm 

21 
Classes at 
Marian  
8am-noon 

22 

23 24 
School with 
Mentor 
Teacher 

25 
School with 
Mentor 
Teacher 

26 
Classes at 
Marian  
8am-4pm 

27 
Classes at 
Marian  
8am-4pm 

28 
Classes at 
Marian  
8am-noon 

29 

30 31 
School with 
Mentor 
Teacher 
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be starting school with very little 
educational background.  Be-
haviors in the classroom must 
also be addressed when adapt-
ing a Latino ELL to the class-
room. Latino parents place a 
high value on respect.  Latino 
children are taught to not act 
out, speak out, or disrupt an 
adult.  Therefore, a strict hand 
raising policy, for example, could 
be set in place in the classroom 
in order to avoid intimidating the 
child. 

During the first few weeks of 
school it is not uncommon for 
Latino students to feel uncom-
fortable in the classroom.  Latino 
children come from a back-
ground where family is the cen-
ter of their world and they often 
do not associate with individuals 
outside their immediate or ex-
tended family. Also, Latino stu-
dents view a strong teacher rela-
tionship as the foundation for 
learning.  If this bond is not es-
tablished students may not par-
ticipate, complete their assign-
ments, or have positive attitudes 
in class.  

Creating an accepting and 
predictable environment can be 

crucial to the success of 
Latino ELLs. The class-
room should be a place 
where the child feels safe 
and secure.  Let all chil-
dren know what is ex-
pected and explain or dem-
onstrate these expecta-
tions so that all children in 
the classroom have a clear 
understanding.  Make 
classroom activities struc-

This month’s Culture Corner 
article was written by Kelley Ham-
ilton, a cohort 7 intern. 

When teachers receive the 
class list for the upcoming 
school year they should not be 
surprised to find that several 
students on the roster are clas-
sified as ―ELL‖ (English Lan-
guage Learner) or 
―LEP‖ (Limited English Profi-
cient).  Since such a high per-
centage of ELLs are of Latino 
background this article gives 
insight to various ways to un-
derstand the Latino culture 
from parent and student per-
spectives. 

Expectations for education 
are highly valued in the Latino 
culture, much like the Ameri-
can culture.  However, while 
Latino parents place a very 
high value on education and 
learning English, Latino moth-
ers believe that schooling is 
the responsibility of the teacher 
and the school rather than the 
parents.  This makes it ex-
tremely important for teachers 
to understand the child’s Latino 
background since there is a 
possibility that this child could 

Culture Corner:  Latino Expectations  

In The Classroom  

tured and predictable while 
also setting high expecta-
tions.  High expectations 
should be set for any stu-
dent, ELL or not. However, 
activities should be simple 
enough so that the child is 
focusing on the task at hand 
and not the instruction.  For 
example, provide the student 
with instructions in Spanish 
as well as English.  

Most importantly allow 
the children to bring their cul-
ture into the classroom.  This 
allows the children to teach 
others about their back-
ground and culture, which in 
return will spark questions 
and conversation. Conversa-
tions with fellow peers will 
bring more of an understand-
ing regarding cultural differ-
ences in the classroom. 

More information regard-
ing this topic and for ideas to 
help adapt activities towards 
Latino ELLs can be found at 
http://www.learnnc.org and 
http://
www.colorincolorado.org. 

References: 

http://www.learnnc.org/
http://www.colorincolorado.org/
http://www.colorincolorado.org/


Montfort:  ―I loved to 
watch them grow on 
a daily basis.‖  When 
asked why she 
chose to pursue her 
teaching license 
through the MBT 
program, Nicole re-
plied, ―Because of 
the emphasis it 
places on cultural 
diversity, and the fact 
that I am able to ob-
tain a masters de-
gree through the pro-
gram.‖ 

Nicole’s philoso-
phy of teaching is 
based on an aware-
ness of the individu-
als who make up the 
classroom.  ―My phi-
losophy is to always 
put the child first.  I 
will do this by making 
sure that the class-
room environment is 

Nicole Wells is a 
full-time cohort 8 in-
tern.  Before begin-
ning the Master’s 
Bridge to Teaching 
program, Nicole was 
an instructional as-
sistant in a kinder-
garten classroom at 
St. Louis de Montfort 
Catholic School.  
While there, she 
started the school’s 
French Club! 

Nicole says that 
she chose to pursue 
a career as a teacher 
because of her stu-
dents at St. Louis de 

comfortable, and my 
lesson plans include 
the learning styles of 
all the children in the 
classroom.‖ 

Nicole enjoys 
learning new lan-
guages, and is look-
ing forward to work-
ing with ENL stu-
dents.  We are glad 
that Nicole chose 
Marian University’s 
MBT program, and 
wish her the best as 
she faces its chal-
lenges and achieves 
her goals! 

Intern Profile:  Nicole Wells  

Ever Teaching, Ever 

Learning, Ever Changing  
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317-955-6089 

pstewart@marian.edu 

 

Jenny M. Witcher 

Assistant to the MAT Chair 

317-955-6095 

jmwitcher@marian.edu 

Readers, this is your newsletter.  

We welcome any contributions 

you wish to make.  If you have a 

news item, a suggestion or a 

correction, please contact Jenny 

M. Witcher by phone or email.  If 

you are a mentor or student and 

would like to volunteer to be pro-

filed in subsequent issues, or if 

you would like to contribute a 

―Teacher Tip,‖ please contact 

Jenny, Patricia Stewart or Cheryl 

Hertzer.  Thank you for your in-

terest and participation! 

Now Showing at  

Indianapolis Civic Theatre:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

―This is the 20th Anniversary and Farewell production featuring the 
original 1989 Indianapolis Civic Theatre Cast. The pump boys sell high 

octane on Highway 57 in Grand Ole Opry country and the dinettes, 
Prudie and Rhetta Cupp, run the Double Cupp diner next door. To-

gether they fashion an evening of country western songs that received 
unanimous raves on and off Broadway. They perform on guitars, pi-

ano, bass and, yes, kitchen utensils.‖ 
Playing August 6 - August 8, 2009 , Thu. 7pm, Fri. & Sat. 8pm.  Tick-
ets are $20; group rates are available.  For more information and for 
tickets, call 317.923.4597 or visit http://www.civictheatre.org/main.html.     
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