
Exciting things are 
happening in the Master 
of Arts in Teaching pro-
gram at Marian Univer-
sity!  As the needs of the 
educational community 
change, so do the pro-
gram offerings in the 
School of Education, and 
the Master of Arts in 
Teaching (MAT) program 
reflects these changes.  
Along with a name 
change, three new tracks 
to initial licensure with an 
MAT degree have been 
added.   

Originally, the School 
of Education offered one 
master’s level teacher 
education program. The 
Master of Arts in Teach-
ing degree was created 
as a result of Project 
Bridge, a Title II-funded 
initiative that provided the 
needed resources for 
Marian University to col-
laborate with local area 
schools and to develop 
the MAT program.  The 
School of Education re-
cently added Teach for 
America and Indianapolis 

Teaching Fellows — 
both MAT programs — 
to its offerings.  To dis-
tinguish our program 
from those, we have 
changed the program’s 
name to Master’s Bridge 
to Teaching (MBT), 
which retains the original 
spirit of the project which 
led to the program. 

In addition to the 
name change, there are 
now a total of four tracks 
to initial licensure in the 
MBT program.  Project 
Bridge started with one 
track:  full-time (one 
year) Elementary Edu-
cation.  Now, in addition 
to full-time, applicants 
may choose a part-time, 
two year track.  The part
-time option allows in-
terns to attend classes 
on Saturday for the first 
year and a half, then 
complete the program 
with one semester of full
-time teaching, Monday 
through Friday. 

In addition, appli-
cants may now choose 

to pursue licensure at 
the secondary level.  
For the secondary track, 
applicants are required 
to have the content 
background necessary 
to qualify for the licens-
ing option of their 
choice.  Upon success-
ful completion of the 
program, each candi-
date is awarded a Mas-
ter of Arts in Teaching 
degree and is eligible 
for licensure at the sec-
ondary level in a spe-
cific content area.  

The full-time tracks 
begin each June and 
conclude the following 
May; the part-time 
tracks begin each May.  
If you know someone 
who is interested in be-
coming a teacher and 
has a strong interest in 
cultural and language 
diversity, let them know 
that the Master’s Bridge 
to Teaching is the per-
fect program to lead 
them to the classroom! 

Master’s Bridge to Teaching: 

New Name, New Programs 
Teacher Tips: 

From ―Leap Frog School,” 
found at : 

www.leapfrogschoolhouse
.com 

 

Summer Reading 
The simple act of reading 
is one of the smartest 
things your students can 
do to prepare themselves 
for the next year. So share 
these tips with students, 
parents, and caregivers:  
Strive for 20/20s. When 
readers read for 20 min-
utes for 20 days, reward 
them with added minutes 
on the computer, a day at 
the beach, or a new game 
or toy.  
Read the Newspaper as 
a Family. Read short 
pieces aloud: comics, 
advice columns, and inter-
esting quotes. Talk about 
what you're reading. And 
ask young readers what 
they're reading.  
Turn Road Trips into 
Reading Adventures. 
Read aloud. Pay attention 
to signs and billboards. 
Play word or letter games.  
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Marian University Has Arrived! 

On October 25, 2007, before an audience of nearly 800 guests, Marian College 
president Daniel J. Elsener announced that Marian College was to become a 
university. The announcement was part of the college’s annual scholarship fund-
raiser and celebration of its 70th year in Indianapolis.  Marian College officially 
became Marian University on July 1, 2009.  Among other improvements, this 
historic change will allow for additional graduate programs, increased enrollment, 
and higher valuing of alumni degrees.  Congratulations to everyone at Marian 
University for this tremendous achievement! 
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July Festivals! 

 
Linton Freedom Festival:  June 27 - July 4, 2009 in Linton, Indiana 
This  weeklong Independence Day celebration includes Indiana's largest Independence Day parade on July 4th, a carnival, 
classic car cruise-in, live entertainment, marketplace, heavy weight horse pull, fireworks, local contests and more.  Free Ad-
mission!  For more information call Cheryl at (812) 847-4846, or email info@lintonchamber.org 

Middle Eastern Festival:  July 17 - 19, 2009 in Indianapolis, Indiana 

The 14th annual Middle Eastern Festival of Indianapolis includes music, dancing, children’s games, gifts, jewelry, market-
place, silent auction, icons and books.  At St. George Orthodox Christian Church, 4020 N. Sherman Drive; Friday 4:00-11:00 
pm; Saturday Noon - 11:00 pm; Sunday Noon - 5:00 pm.  Admission is $5.00 for adults and children over 12; children under 
12 get in free.  For more information, contact Suzanne Mesalam at 317-547-9356 or visit www.stgindy.org/festival.   

Oldenburg Freudenfest:  July 17 & 18, 2009 in Oldenburg, Indiana 
German festival featuring German music, dancers, food, crafts, games, 10K hike,  beer garden, old farm machinery and 
more.   Friday 5:00 pm – Midnight; Saturday 7:00 am - 11:00 pm; Free admission.  For more information, contact Mike 
Wilhelm at Freudenfest@etczone.com or 812.934.3826, or visit http://www.freudenfest.com/.   

Schedule of Events  

Happy  

Independence Day!!  

V July 1 — Canada Day 

V July 2 — Halfway point of 
the year 

V July 5— Family Day 

V July 8— The first Ameri-
can passport was issued, 
1796 

V July 10— Boris Yeltsin 
sworn in as Russia’s first 
elected president, 1991 

V July 14— Bastille Day, 
France 

V July 17— The first U.S. 
dental school (at Harvard) 
was established, 1867 

V July 22— Total solar 
eclipse 

V July 27— Completion of 
the Atlantic telegraph ca-
ble, 1866 

V July 29— NASA was au-
thorized by Congress, 
1958 

V July 31— J.K. Rowling 
born, 1965 
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lease his mother from the 
Realm.  He was instructed to 
make offerings to the priests,  
who completed their summer 
retreat on the fifteenth day of the 
seventh month.  When his 
mother was released from the 
Realm, he danced with joy.  This 
dance is called Bon Odori.  

Bon Odori, or Bon dance, is 
a religious folk dance.  The 
dance was originally given to 
comfort the spirit of the dead 
during the Obon season.  This 
dance varies from region to re-
gion in Japan.  Each region’s 
dance can depict an area’s his-
tory and specialization, like coal 
mining movements, cart push-
ing, or lantern hanging. The 
dancers line up in a large circle 
and dance to the sound of a 
taiko drum. 

Obon is a great Japanese 
tradition to celebrate in your 
classroom.  The event is cele-
brated in mid-August, which is 
the beginning of school for 
many.  Obon is a great way to tie 
in other cultural celebrations and 
family history.   

A movement activity may 
include learning an easy Bon 
Odori dance.  The students can 
add different movements that 
relate to them and their class-
mates.     

  An art activity might include 
making paper lanterns.  After 
completing the lanterns at 
school, ask the students to take 
them home and decorate them 
with family pictures.  Students 
can write family stories on the 
lanterns as well.  This is a way to 

This month’s Culture Corner article 
was written by Elizabeth Dobbs, a 
cohort 7 intern. 

Obon, or Bon, is a Japa-
nese Buddhist tradition which 
pays homage to departed spir-
its and ancestors.  It is com-
monly known as the Feast of 
Lanterns.  The three day festiv-
ity is normally held mid-August, 
but can sometimes be held in 
mid-July, depending on the cal-
endar.  It is said that the spirits 
return to earth during Obon 
and reunite with their families.  
Couchin (paper lanterns) are lit 
outside of houses to guide the 
spirits to their families.  Flow-
ers and food offerings are dis-
played for the ancestors.  On 
the third and final day, lanterns 
are released down rivers and 
carried by the wind to return 
the spirits to their other world.  
This is called toro-nagashi. 

Obon originates from the 
story of Mokuren, a disciple of 
the Buddha.  Mokuren used his 
supernatural powers to look 
upon his deceased mother.  He 
found that she had fallen into 
the Realm of Hungry Ghosts 
and was suffering.  He asked 
the Buddha how he could re-

Culture Corner:  Celebrating Obon  

in the Classroom 

get to know your students, 
celebrate their diversity, and 
be creative. 

For more information 
about Obon go to: 

§ Asia Today http://
www.asiasource.org/
news/at_mp_02.cfm?
newsid=27391 

§ Japan Guide http://
www.japan-guide.com/e/
e2286.html 

§ Youtube: Lantern Float-
ing in Hawaii 2008  
http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=JX59s87VTLY&
feature=related 

§ Youtube: Bon Dance in 
Higashi Honganji 2007 

http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=fgz05gfth7o 

§ World Events Guide 

http://www.worldeventsgu
ide.com/event/1745/Japa
n/Bon-Festival.html 

§ Indy’s Feast of Lanterns 
at Spades Park http://
indyfeast.org/ (not Japa-
nese culture celebration, 
only lanterns) 

http://www.asiasource.org/news/at_mp_02.cfm?newsid=27391
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http://www.japan-guide.com/e/e2286.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JX59s87VTLY&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JX59s87VTLY&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JX59s87VTLY&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fgz05gfth7o
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fgz05gfth7o
http://www.worldeventsguide.com/event/1745/Japan/Bon-Festival.html
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creative outlet.‖  
Megan selected the 
MBT program be-
cause she was look-
ing for a program 
that offered a mas-
ter’s degree as well 
as teacher training, 
was close to home, 
and offered a part-
time option.  She 
says that she is cur-
rently enjoying the 
program, particularly 
the ―family feel‖ of 
the small cohort. 

Megan offered 
the following as her 
philosophy of teach-
ing:  ―To have a posi-
tive relationship with 
the student, you 
can’t teach academ-
ics until you’ve 

Megan E. Stahl-
Smith is a cohort 8 
intern in the part-time  
Elementary Master’s 
Bridge to Teaching 
(MBT) program.  She 
recently moved to 
Indianapolis from 
Hawaii, where she 
taught in a special 
education program.  
She has a bachelor’s 
degree in Journalism 
and Mass Communi-
cation.  While in Ha-
waii, Megan was 
working on a mas-
ter’s degree in Spe-
cial Education. 

When asked why 
she wants to be a 
teacher, Megan re-
plied, ―I love teaching 
and using it as a 

taught friendship.‖   

Megan is cur-
rently awaiting the 
safe return of her 
husband, who is 
serving in Iraq and is 
expected to return on 
July 2.  They are ea-
ger to get settled into 
their home here in 
Indianapolis.  We 
extend our best 
wishes for his jour-
ney home, and for 
Megan as she 
makes her journey 
toward a career in 
the classroom! 

Intern Profile:  Megan E. Stahl-Smith 
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Readers, this is your newsletter.  

We welcome any contributions 

you wish to make.  If you have a 

news item, a suggestion or a 

correction, please contact Jenny 

M. Witcher by phone or email.  If 

you are a mentor or student and 

would like to volunteer to be pro-

filed in subsequent issues, or if 

you would like to contribute a 

―Teacher Tip,‖ please contact 

Jenny, Patricia Stewart or Cheryl 

Hertzer.  Thank you for your in-

terest and participation! 

Farewell, Carrie Brouse! 

We are sad to announce that Dr. Carrie Brouse is leaving Marian Uni-
versity.   She will be moving to Winona, Minnesota to be nearer to her 
family, particularly her son, who will be a senior in high school.  Carrie will 
be teaching in the Early Childhood program for the School of Education at 
Winona State University. Carrie tells us that, ―The population of the Uni-
versity is about 8000 students; the three top schools are Nursing, Busi-
ness, and Education - like Marian.‖   

When asked what she will miss about Marian University, the School of 
Education, and Indianapolis, Carrie replied, ―Mostly I will miss my daugh-
ter, who I am leaving behind here. She and I have been together for 23 
years, so this move will be very difficult for that reason. Additionally, I will 
miss the mild winters - I do not look forward to being back in a harsher cli-
mate.‖   

Carrie would like to share the following with the Marian community she 
is leaving behind:  ―I want to thank the many people, students included, 
who have made my Marian experience as positive and rewarding as it has 
been these last nine years. I have learned so much - about myself as a 
person, about being a professor and about the field of education. I know 
that great teaching and learning will continue in my absence and I wish 
everyone tremendous success and much happiness, always.‖ 

We would like to thank Carrie for her service to the MBT program.  We 
wish her the very best in the next chapter of her life! 
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