
In his second year 
being nominated, Donald 
Cave, a graduate of the 
Marian College Master of 
Arts in Teaching program, 
has been named Teacher 
of the Year at McClelland 
Elementary School!  Don-
ald has been a 4th grade 
teacher at McClelland for 
the past three years.   

We asked Donald to 
share some of the experi-
ence he’s had in his jour-
ney to teaching:  ―Much 
more than being teacher 
of the year, I feel lucky 
just to be a teacher.  I 
never thought I would 
have the opportunity.  
Once out of college it is 
so easy to get settled in 
on a career, and to step 
away and start over is 
almost impossible 
(especially for someone 
like me).  God took care 
of the timing.  I lost my job 
to downsizing and at the 
same time had a wonder-
ful wife and supportive 
family who all encouraged 
me to follow this dream.  
Now I live a dream come 
true.  I am one of those 
lucky people who look 
forward to getting up in 
the morning and going to 
school.  I have bad days 
like everyone, but the ma-
jority of my time at school 
is cherished.   

―Marian College does 
an excellent job of prepar-
ing teachers for what is to 

come the first few years.  
After finishing my degree 
at Marian, I took a tem-
porary position (in a 1st 
grade classroom) with 
IPS.  At the end of that 
year I interviewed with 
Eric Webb (Principal at 
McClelland Elementary), 
and the rest is history.  I 
spend long hours at 
school:  much more than 
a normal person should 
spend.  It would not be a 
shock to drive by and 
see the little red Saturn 
out to the side of the 
school at pretty much 
any time.  I did not set 
out to be teacher of the 
year I simply set out to 
do a good job and to 
consistently go above 
and beyond.  That 
comes from my father 
who taught his children 
that when you leave a 
job your name remains, 
and it is important to al-
ways leave behind your 
best work.  Be proud of 
what you have done and 
know you have gone 
above and beyond.‖   

Donald offers the 
following pieces of ad-
vice to new teachers: 

 Dedicate yourself to 
being a better teacher 
every day, and con-
tinue to be coachable.  

 When teaching, simply 
do what you are sup-
posed to do.  At first, 
do not tell others about 

your philosophy or 
make suggestions on 
how things should be 
done.  Lead by exam-
ple.  Each year I have 
noticed that more are 
interested in my phi-
losophy and come to 
me for ideas. 

 Teach your children to 
take ownership in both 
their tasks and respon-
sibilities in the room.  
Giving ownership and 
allowing choice 
(guided choice is 
okay) prevents many 
future discipline prob-
lems.   

 Continue to observe 
other teachers .  Visit 
schools when you’re 
on vacation.  Take 
time to read both cur-
rent and past material 
on or about your phi-
losophy. 

 Most important – En-
joy what you do – En-
joy teaching!  Remem-
ber how lucky you are 
to be given a chance 
to mold a life.  For nine 
months, these children 
will spend more time 
with you than anyone 
else.  Make that time 
count! 

Congratulations, 
Donald — we are proud 
of your accomplishments 
and wish you continued 
success and joy in your 
work! 

MAT Program Graduate:   

Teacher of the Year!! 

Donald Cave, McClelland Elementary School Teacher Tips: 

From NEA:  Works for me, 
http://www.nea.org 

 

Accidental Art 
―I call this accidental art. It's 
suitable for any age from 
about fourth grade through 
adult. Students take any 
color water color except 
brown and black. They 
cover their paper with 
shapes of color, with no 
colors overlapping or touch-
ing. They repeat colors and 
shapes as they wish. They 
wash their brushes between 
colors so each color re-
mains true. Then they let 
their creations dry for one 
day. On the second day 
they use a black fine tip 
marker and decide a differ-
ent texture to put in each 
color -- little crosses, circles, 
lines, etc. Filling the colors 
with these textures creates 
an attractive piece of art 
and teaches them about 
unity and variety and pat-
tern and texture.‖  

From Marie Snavely, art 
teacher at Bowman and 

Rhame high schools, Bow-
man, ND  
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May Events 

 
Madison in Bloom:  Madison, Indiana, May 9-10 & 16-17 
In the historic downtown district.  Enjoy a private tour of gardens not otherwise open in one of the Ohio Valley’s loveliest and 
most historic small towns.  Hours:  Saturday 10am-4pm & Sunday Noon-4pm.  Admission $8 in advance/$10 after April 24th.  
Children under 12 – free.  For more information, contact Jefferson County Historical Society at 800-559-2956 or 
jchs@seidata.com, or visit the web site at  www.jchshc.org. 

Zionsville Country Market:  Zionsville, Indiana, May 16, 2009 
Zionsville Country Market is a juried arts, crafts, apparel and antique show.  It is always held on the Saturday after Mother’s 
Day on our historical brick street under white tents.  Hours: 10:00 am – 5:00 pm; Free admission 
For more information, contract Ray Cortopassi, Zionsville Chamber of Commerce, at info@zionsvillechamber.org or 
317.873.3836, or visit the web site at http://www.zionsvillechamber.org/. 
 
Knightstown Jubilee Days:  Knightstown, Indiana, May 27 - 30, 2009 
Carnival, games, rides, parade, queen contest, kiddie tractor pull, food, kids fishing contest, music, train rides, and Hoosier 
gym tours.  Free admission.  For more information, contact the Chamber of Commerce at 765.345.5290, 800.668.1895, or 
info@knightstownchamber.com, or visit the web site at http://www.knightstownchamber.org/.   

Schedule of Events  

Remembering those 

we have lost... 

 May 1— May Day 

 May 3 — First airplane 
landed at the North Pole, 
1952 

 May 5 — Cinco de Mayo 

 May 6 — National Teach-
ers Day 

 May 8 — First Westminster 
Dog Show held, 1877 

 May 11 — Salvador Dali 
born, 1904 

 May 15 — International 
Day of Families 

 May 18 — Mount St. Hel-
ens erupted, 1980 

 May 22 — Mary Cassatt, 
painter, born 1844 

 May 25 — Memorial Day, 
U.S.A. 

 May 29 — Edmund Hillary 
and Tenzing Norgay be-
came the first to reach the 
top of Mount Everest, 1953 

May 2009 

Sun Mon Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 
Final  

Portfolio Due 

7 
Research 
Seminar 

4—8 p.m. 

8 9 
Graduation 

Day 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       
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enough that students were singing qui-
etly to themselves while doing their 
work. This low-stress, relaxed environ-
ment also allowed students to talk freely 
to each other. 

  There are many kinds of music 
and movement activities that reinforce 
language development. ―Going on a 
Lion Hunt‖ is a song used to teach vari-
ous language concepts such as over, 
under, in, out, up, down, and through.  
Using music and movement can also 
reinforce new words.  ―Big Nose‖ is a 
song that teaches the names of animals 
and their sounds.  In addition to singing 
and moving to this song, students can 
be shown pictures with corresponding 
words.  Simply put, music and move-
ment are effective teaching methods 
that make learning fun. 

  Finally, music and movement 
can create a sense of community for 
students.  As a surprise for us, the 
teacher and students from the summer 
ESL program worked on a ―Months of 
the Year Macarena‖ song set to the 
familiar ―Macarena‖ music.  They were 
excited to show us their collaborative 

This article was written by Karen Palmer, a 
cohort 7 intern. 

This past summer, I had the privi-
lege of helping at a summer program 
for ESL students.  Although my time in 
the kindergarten classroom was brief -
- an hour a day for two weeks -- I had 
the opportunity to observe effective 
use of music and movement to pro-
mote a low-stress environment, lan-
guage development, and classroom 
community for students.  The follow-
ing ideas are from that experience as 
well as other observations and web-
site suggestions. 

 Music can be used to help 
create a relaxed and low-stress envi-
ronment.  It helps lower inhibitions, 
resulting in a successful atmosphere 
for acquiring language.  In the sum-
mer ESL classroom, background mu-
sic was playing while students were 
coloring, writing, or working on puz-
zles.  This was a great opportunity for 
students to listen to a variety of songs, 
some just for the music’s sake and 
others for reinforcing content.  After 
just a few days, the music was familiar 

accomplishment.  This is a fine ex-
ample of students working together 
toward a common goal, which in 
this case resulted in the develop-
ment of community and belonging.  
Another example of music fostering 
community came from a teacher 
who stated, ―…singing songs with 
my class created a lovely atmos-
phere and sense of belonging.‖ 

 Following are several help-
ful websites that provide additional 
information on the use of music and 
movement in the classroom:  http://
www.forefrontpublishers.com/
eslmusic/articles/06.htm  

http://www.intelli-tunes.com/
why-teach-music-to-children.htm                       
http://www.teyl.org/article10.html      
www.songsforteching.com/
musicapaedia/
teachingtargetlanguagethroughlyr-
ics.htm,  

http://
www.songsforteaching.com/
esleflesol.htm   

 

Music and Movement in the ESL/Mainstream Classroom 

At first I assumed that it was in-
appropriate for English Language 
Learners (ELLs) to use their first lan-
guage in the classroom.  I thought 
that speaking their language fre-
quently would discourage ELLs from 
acquiring English.  I have been in 
classrooms and schools where I 
heard teachers tell students not to 
use their first language, ―Speak Eng-
lish, I don’t understand what you are 
saying,‖ or ―We don’t speak Spanish 
here,‖ are common statements that I 
have heard from teachers in schools.  
I assumed that it was all right for 
teachers to make such statements 
because I did not know any better.  
Now, I have come to realize that it is 
important for ELLs to use and speak 
their native language in the class-
room. 

There are many reasons why we, 
as teachers, should encourage chil-
dren to embrace their language and 
culture.  Using their native languages 
in the classroom makes students feel 

more comfortable. They understand 
that their teachers have an apprecia-
tion for their native languages and 
cultures, which leads to more coop-
erative classrooms.   Also, it has been 
shown that learning in the native lan-
guage increases English skills, such 
as literacy.  Students who speak two 
languages have academic advan-
tages over children who only speak 
one.   If we support our students in 
speaking their native languages, their 
self esteem will also increase.   

The National Clearinghouse for 
English Language Acquisition & Lan-
guage Instruction Educational Pro-
grams (NCELA) states that children 
who speak their native language in 
the classroom have advantages 
throughout life.  They learn to  appre-
ciate their culture and stay united with 
their families and other relatives.  
Bilingual students may obtain better 
opportunities in the career world in 
the United States and other countries.     

A phrase from Sonia Nieto that I 
feel all educators should know is, ―Of 
course, learning English and learning 
it well is absolutely essential for aca-
demic and future life success, but the 
assumption that one must discard 
one’s identity along the way needs to 
be challenged. There is nothing 
shameful in knowing a language other 
than English. In fact becoming bilin-
gual can benefit individuals and our 
country in general.‖  

Remember to accept the use of a 
second language in the classroom, 
when it is appropriate.  ELLs will suc-
ceed in school and in life if we, as 
teachers, encourage native language 
speaking.   

For additional information on why 
it is important to embrace Native Lan-
guages in the classroom, go to: 

http://www.doe.in.gov/lmmp/pdf/
native_language_use.pdf 

http://www.ericdigests.org/2004-
2/young.html 

Culture Corner 

Should English Language Learners Be Able to Speak Their First Language in Class? 
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achievement output 

depends almost en-

tirely on the character-

istics of the entering 

children,‖ Harvard 

Professor Christopher 

Jencks. 

―The educational 

resources provided by 

a child’s family and 

neighborhood are far 

more important for his 

achievement than are 

the resources pro-

vided by the school,‖ 

James Coleman. 

―We can accu-

rately project a child’s 

chances of completing 

college and her even-

tual income by know-

ing only her ZIP 

code,‖ Harvard Pro-

fessor Howard Gard-

ner. 

Dr. Schacter’s 

research on value-

added analysis shows 

that it, ―reflects the 

school’s and teacher’s 

true impact on student 

learning, not the stu-

dent’s parents’ in-

John Schacter, 

Ph.D., President of 

The Teaching Doc-

tors, will discuss his 

research on Value-

Added Analysis at 

Marian College.  His 

lecture, titled, 

―Improving Student 

Learning:  Every 

Child, Every Class-

room, Every School,‖ 

will be presented in 

the Civic Theatre 

Auditorium on June 3, 

2009, will be pre-

sented from 1:30—

3:00 p.m., and again 

from 7:00—8:30 p.m.  

Admission if free.  

Please R.S.V.P. to the 

School of Education, 

Administrative Profes-

sional, Mrs. Pat Stew-

art at pstew-

art@marian.edu if 

you’d like to attend. 

Here are some 

startling statements 

about ―single point in 

time achievement test 

scores‖: 

―A school’s 

come and educational 

levels.‖  Because cur-

rent state achieve-

ment reporting models 

— usually ―single 

point in time achieve-

ment tests‖ —  do not 

use this type of analy-

sis, their results do 

not reflect school’s 

true impact on stu-

dents’ learning, which 

hinders effective pol-

icy improvement and 

decision making.   

Dr. Schacter will 

present his argument 

for the Value-Added 

Analysis model, and 

will demonstrate why 

the single point model 

is flawed.  If you 

would like information 

about Value-Added 

Analysis, visit 

www.teachingdoctors.

com/Value-Added%

20Analyses.html.  You 

may contact Dr. 

Schacter at schac-

ter@teachingdoctors.

com, or by calling 

650.323.1378. 

Value-Added Analysis Lecture 

Ever Teaching, Ever 

Learning, Ever Changing  

Project Bridge To 

Achievement 

Marian College 
School of Education 
3200 Cold Spring Road 
Indianapolis, IN  46222 
Fax:  (317) 955-6448 
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Readers, this is your newsletter.  

We welcome any contributions 

you wish to make.  If you have a 

news item, a suggestion or a 

correction, please contact Jenny 

M. Witcher by phone or email.  If 

you are a mentor or student and 

would like to volunteer to be pro-

filed in subsequent issues, or if 

you would like to contribute a 

―Teacher Tip,‖ please contact 

Jenny, Patricia Stewart or Cheryl 

Hertzer.  Thank you for your in-

terest and participation! 

Now Showing at 

Indianapolis Civic Theatre: 

 

 

 

 

 

May 1 — 17.   For more information and to purchase tickets, call 923-4597 
or visit the web site at http://www.civictheatre.org/.  Indianapolis Civic 
Theatre is located on the Marian College campus at 3200 Cold Spring 
Road.   
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